
TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

The Recreation and Parks District is applying for a $8.2 
million grant for two new pools.

The board unani-
mously voted to put in 
the pools, board member Sharon Sharp said.

Sharp said that the grant has a Dec. 14 deadline and is 
part of Proposition 68. 

The board had a special meeting the week of Oct. 5 
when it decided to move forward with the architect’s plans 
for two pools.

Sharp said one pool would be a swimming and teaching 
pool and the other would be for adult/senior swim and other 
aquatic events and will be solar heated. 

The timeline is unknown at this point because the dis-
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Mario Gomez and his wife, Candy 
Gomez, were installed as new lead 
pastors at Shafter Christian Fellow-
ship recently after the departure of 
Justin Medlock and his wife, Rosie.

Gomez has over 16 years of pasto-
ral experience and said that he loves 
to share the Gospel in the community.

Gomez was the connect pastor at 

New Life Church in Bakersfield for 
the past three years. In March, Go-
mez said that he was feeling a tug on 
his heart and mind that he could not 
shake. The impression he got was to 
get back into ministry as a lead pastor.

He went to his lead pastor, James 
Ranger, and shared with him what 
the Lord was impressing on him. At 

the same time that he shared with his 
wife the impression that was weighing 
on him. Candy was hesitant at first, 
not ready for the journey of leading a 
church. Months passed and the com-
munity was smack dab in the middle 
of the pandemic.

He continued to serve at New Life 
until one Friday in August, when he 
got a phone call from Ranger, telling 
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There are 3 open positions on the 
commission. Current member Jon 
Johnston did not reapply, however 

Peter Frantz and Kirk Mouser both did.

Shafter Christian Fellowship 
welcomes new pastors

Mario Gomez, right, and his wife Candy.
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The city's IT system was attacked 
by ransomware over the weekend, 
resulting in the entire system being 
frozen and locked. 

City Manager Gabriel Gonzales 
said that their IT department discov-
ered the breach over the weekend. At 
this time, they do not believe that any 
personal information has been ob-

tained. 
Gonzales said that the city’s staff 

is working closely with the FBI to de-
termine the extent of the attack. 

“We are working with the FBI on 
this matter and trying to determine 
the source and the extent of this un-
authorized access,” he said.

City Hall doors will be closed un-

til further notice. The City’s Finance 
Department will continue to serve the 
community through their alley window 
and City Services will remain open for 
manual transactions. As of Oct. 19, the 
city is working on getting a limited 
amount of services up and running. 

For updated information on this 
issue and the status of services of-
fered at this time, visit the city web-
site at www.shafter.com.

City’s IT system locked after ransomware attack

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Small cohorts of students will return to school Oct. 26, 
Wasco High School Principal Kevin Tallon announced.

Tallon said because 
the county is now in the 
red tier, which allows schools to bring students back for 
in-person instruction, small groups of less than six students 
can return. Schools have been closed since March 17.

 “The first phase focuses on ‘small cohorts’ allowing for 
prioritizing Special Education and other “at-risk” popula-
tions including English learners, homeless, foster youth 
and the few that have internet connectivity issues,” Tallon 
said. “A new cohort will be added every 1-2 weeks.”

Tallon said that a modified version of in-person instruc-

Cohorts of 
students to return 
to the classroom

Parks district 
seeks grant to 
upgrade pools

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The City Council interviewed 
candidates for the Planning Com-
mission at their regular Council 
meeting on Tuesday night.

The terms of Planning Commis-
sion members Jon Johnston, Kirk 
Mouser and Peter Frantz are expir-
ing in December 2020, 
so that leaves three po-
sitions open for on the 
commission.

Frantz and Mouser 
decided to apply to keep 
their seats on the board, 
but Johnston did not re-
apply.

Frantz and Mouser 
were joined by six other candidates 
who submitted applications to serve 
on the board. David Calderon, James 
Harmer, Gus Olvera, John Sanchez, 
David Piuser and Christine Wilson 
all wished to be considered.

The Planning Commission ap-
pointment is a four-year term with 
each member receiving a stipend of 

$50 per month. 
Each candidate had a chance to 

introduce themselves to the council 
and also answered a series of ques-
tions asked by the council members. 
The candidates come from a variety 
of occupations and experience lev-

els, with the majority of the candi-
dates having at least some experi-
ence in a board room or committee 
environment.

Calderon has an architectural 
degree and has worked for a local 
firm in the area. He also has expe-
rience in the program named “Self 
Help Enterprises,” in which families 

help build their own homes from 
the ground up. Asked what he could 
bring to the commission, Calderon 
added that his experience in profes-
sional projects, as well as working 
in a team atmosphere has given him 
valuable experience and knowledge 
for the position. 

Frantz, who currently 
serves as the Planning 
Commission chairman, 
said that he is proud and 
thankful for his time on 
the board and looks for-
ward to continuing this 
service to the commu-
nity. Frantz is a certified 
public accountant and 
has worked for a local 

ag company, the Grapery, since No-
vember 2013. 

Frantz said, “In addition to my 
experience, I also have a passion for 
the city of Shafter and am raising 
our two girls in Shafter, making the 
city a safe and stable place to raise 
a family.”

The council held the meeting virtually.

Eight candidates apply to 
Planning Commission
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
NEW: The Shafter Depot Museum will 

be re-opened to the public starting Sat Oct. 
24, 2020 from 11:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. and ev-
ery Saturday after. The Depot is located at 
150 Central Valley Highway.

NEW: Wasco Library Trunk or Treat. 
Tuesday, October 27 from 4-6 p.m., 1102 
7th Street. Drive-by, candy, grab and go 
craft. Candy donated by Rudy Salas and 
Wasco Library.

NEW: Wasco Library- Trunk or Treat 
Tuesday Oct. 27 from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. at 
1102 7th St. Wasco. Drive-by candy*grab 
and go craft. Candy contributed by” As-
sembly member Rudy Salas and the friends 
of the Wasco Library.

NEW: Warm clothing drive. District 4 
Supervisor David Couch is sponsoring a 
warm clothes donation drive, collecting 
blankets, costs, gloves, hats, scarves, socks. 
Donations will benefit families in District 
4. To schedule an in-person pickup, call 
(661) 868-3680.

NEW: Wasco Women’s Club: Meeting 
every second Tuesday of the Month at 1601 
7th Street, Wasco. Lunch will be at 12 p.m. 
and meeting at 1:30 p.m.

NEW: Wasco Recreation & Park Board 
Meetings are on every 3rd Thursday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Hall at Barker Park 
in Wasco.

NEW: Shafter: City of Shafter CAPK 
and the County of Kern “FOOD2DOOR 
Program.” The program delivers once a 
month 70lbs of food to seniors 65 and old-
er.  Call (661) 498-7831 ext. 1310 to out if 
your eligiable for the program and enroll 
today!

CAPK y el Condado de Kern “Pro-
grama FOOD2DOOR” atienden a per-
sonas mayors de 65 años . Una caja de 
comida de 70 libra cada mes se entrega 
directamente en la puerta. El programa no 
se basa en los ingresos, está diseñadopara 

mantener a las personas ensus hogares y 
mantenerse saludables para que podamos 
vencer al COVID-19. Llame al (661)498-
7831 ext. 1310 Para averiguar si es eleg-
ible para el programa e inscríbase hoy 
mismo.

Wasco/Shafter
Fridays: Griffith Avenue Baptist Church 

Baptist Church “Impact Program,” 408 
Griffith Street will be hosting a food distri-
bution for anyone in need in Wasco/Shafter 
community.

Food will be passed out beginning at 
7:00 a.m., but people should show up early 
because food will be passed out while sup-
plies last.

Wasco/Shafter
Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday of the month: 

Griffith Avenue Baptist Church Baptist 
Church 408 Griffith Street will be giving 
senior sack program lunches out at  11 a.m. 
Sponsored by Golden Gleaners.

Wasco: The City of Wasco wishes to re-
mind residents that our official city website 
is the only authorized avenue to pay your 
Utility Bill online.

Wasco: COVID-19 testing to anyone 
free, if you have insurance they will be 
billed. Located at the Wasco Library 1102 
7th St., Wasco. Appointments made at http//
lhi.care/covidtesting or call (888)634-1123. 
Donde? Biblioteca de Wasco 1102 7th St, 
Wasco. Si no tiene acceso de internet llame 
al (888)634-1123.

Shafter: Shafter City Hall closed to 
public effective July 24 until further no-
tice.

Oficina-Cerrado Al Publico: Efectivo 
el Viernes, 24 de Julio-Hasta Nuevo aviso. 
(Por orden del Gobernador)

Saturday night, October 24, Wasco 
Recreation and Parks present family mov-
ie night at Barker Square on Highway 46 
(Cafe 101). Cars only. Showing: "The Ad-
ams Family Animation.

Community Calendar
As activities restart and businesses reopen, we will try to update readers on the status 

of events and activities throughout the area. Please contact Erica Soriano with additions 
and changes at esoriano@TheShafterPress.com or call 661-292-5100 by Monday at 4 
p.m. for that week’s paper.

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Shafter Historical Society. If you know the loca-
tion, circumstances, exact or rough date and/
or people in the photo, send your educated (or 
semieducated) guess to The Press, 406 Central 
Ave., Shafter 93263, or e-mail it to mystery-
photo@The ShafterPress.com. Winners will be 
revealed here next week. LAST WEEK:  1993 
Business Outlook Conference Joe Kirk, Richard F., 
Jean Johnson, Janice Smith

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the Wasco His-
torical Society. If you know the location, circumstances, 
exact or rough date and/or people in the photo, send your 
educated (or semieducated) guess to the Tribune, 406 
Central Ave., Shafter 93263, or e-mail it to mysteryphoto@
WascoTrib.com. Winners will be revealed here next week. 
LAST WEEK:  1952 Wasco - Crawford Ranch potato harvest 
driver Roy Lonbotham, Wife Midoe and daughter Divada.
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As reported by the Shafter Po-
lice Department
OCT. 12

Marco Antonio Espinoza 
Jaramillo, 31, of Shafter, 
was arrested for theft/extor-
tion of vehicle, receiving 
known stolen property, and 
driving without a license.
OCT. 15

Michael C James 
Thompson Smith, 30, of 
Shafter, was arrested for 
evading a police officer and 
disregarding safety, posses-
sion of controlled substance, 
possession of switchblade 
in vehicle and on a misde-
meanor bench warrant.

Juan Alan Catilleja, 40, 
of Shafter, was arrested for 
driving without a driver’s 
license and both plates re-
quired on vehicle.

Roberto Montejano Si-
erra, 27, of Shafter, was 
arrested for grand theft of 
property/etc in the amount 
of $950 or more.
OCT. 16

Travis Dashun Herring, 
28, of Shafter, was arrested 
on an outside agency war-
rant.

Arthur Joseph Martinez, 
36, of Shafter, was arrested 
for controlled substance 
paraphernalia, destroying 
evidence and obstruction of 

a public officer.
Alberto Martinez, 36, 

of Shafter, was arrested for 
disorderly conduct: under 
the influence of drug, con-
trolled substance parapher-
nalia and false ID to specific 
public officer.

Kailin Robert Beck-
emeyer, of Shafter, was ar-
rested for inflicted corporal 
injury on to spouse, willful 
cruelty to a child and caus-
ing harm on elder.
OCT. 17

Rodolfo Gerardo Men-
doza, 30, of Shafter, was 
arrested for possession of 
controlled substance.

Paola Isabel Quintero, 
36, of Shafter, was arrested 
for possession of controlled 
substance and on a misde-
meanor bench warrant.

Joey Luis Salazar Jr., of 
Shafter, was arrested for 
illegal modification of ex-
haust, evading a police offi-
cer, disregarding safety and 
unregistered vehicle.

Buttonwillow
OCT. 12

Abraham Valentin Her-
nandez-Guijosa, 22, of Lost 
Hills, was arrested in the 
21000 block of Highway 46 
in Lost Hills for disorderly 
conduct of drugs.  He was 
booked into the Kern Coun-
ty Jail.  

OCT. 13
Ariel Roberto Chic Pa-

checo, 25, of Lost Hills, was 
arrested in the 21000 block 
of Badger Street in Lost 
Hills for criminal threats, 
kidnapping, robbery, false 
imprisonment, assault with 
firearm on person and ex-
tortion.  He was booked into 
the Kern County Jail.  

Jamari Davis, 29, of 
Shafter, was arrested in the 
30000 block of Martinez 
Street in Shafter for con-
tempt of court, resisting ar-
rest, willful cruelty to child, 
domestic violence and being 
in possession of drug para-
phernalia.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.  
OCT. 14

Camrin Egger, 30, of Ba-
kersfield, was arrested in the 
4200 block of Gatson Street 
in Bakersfield for criminal 
threats.  He was booked into 
the Kern County Jail.
OCT. 18

Ricardo Winnell Dan-
iels, 27, of Bakersfield, was 
arrested at the intersection 
of Tracy Avenue and High-
way 58 in Buttonwillow for 
battery.  He was booked into 

the Kern County Jail.
WASCO

OCT. 12
Anthony Aguerria Ro-

cha, 38, of Wasco, was ar-
rested in the 500 block of D 
Street for felony possession 
of a controlled substance, 
prohibited owner of ammu-
nition, prohibited owner of 
a firearm, illegal discharge 
of a firearm with negli-
gence, possession of a con-
trolled substance for sale, 
transporting of a controlled 
substance, possession of a 
controlled substance while 
armed, discharging of a fire-
arm within a school zone 
and misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.

Gerardo Gil Torres, 33, 
of Wasco, was arrested in 
the 2400 block of Buena 
Ventura Street for misde-
meanor battery on a spouse 
of cohabitant.  He was 
booked into the Kern Coun-
ty Jail.
OCT. 13	

Ashley Unique Hicks, 
21, of Wasco, was arrested 
at the intersection of High-

way 43 and Jackson Avenue 
in Wasco for reckless driv-
ing, child endangerment, 
speeding and no insurance. 
She was cited and released 
at the scene.  
OCT. 15

Jose Ruvalcaba, 50, of 
Wasco, was arrested in the 
1100 block of Highway 46 
in Wasco for spousal bat-
tery.  He was booked into 
the Kern County Jail.
OCT. 16

Alejandro Navarro Jau-
regui, 22, of Bakersfield, 
was arrested in the 5100 
block of Stockdale High-
way in Bakersfield for 
participation in a criminal 
street gang, attempted mur-
der, felon in possession of 
a firearm, and member of a 
criminal street gang in pos-
session of a firearm. He was 
booked into the Kern Coun-
ty Jail.

Pedro Alejandro Soria 
Huerta, 48, of Wasco, was 
arrested in the 1600 block 
of Poso Drive in Wasco for 
battery on person and dis-
orderly conduct. He was 
booked into the Kern Coun-
ty Jail.

OCT. 18
Jose Luis Ochoa, 18, of 

Shafter, was arrested in the 
900 block of Lewis Court 
in Wasco for being in pos-
session of a firearm and for 
being in possession of a fire-
arm in vehicle. He was cited 
and released at the scene.

Miruel Acuna, 18, of 
Wasco, was arrested at the 
intersection of Highway 
43 and Jackson Avenue in 
Wasco for speeding, no in-
surance and being an unli-
censed driver. He was cited 
and released at the scene.

Christian Sarmina Gar-
cia, 19, of Wasco, was ar-
rested at the intersection of 
Highway 43 and Jackson 
Avenue in Wasco for speed-
ing, reckless driving, no in-
surance and motor vehicle 
smog device. He was cited 
and released at the scene.

Heriberto Ramirez Ro-
driguez, 21, of Wasco, was 
arrested in the 1200 block 
of Iris Street in Wasco for 
modified exhaust, suspend-
ed license, no insurance and 
for parking on a sidewalk. 
He was cited and released at 
the scene.
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Come November, there will be a couple 
of races in the local election that will help 
shape the city of Shafter. 

There are three City Council seats up for 
grabs with six candidates vying for those 
slots. Chad Givens, Manuel Garcia, and 
Gilbert Alvarado, who are currently serv-
ing the remainder of their terms, will be 
running against newcomers Kris Lawrence, 
Rafael Zamudio and Pete Espinoza.

All of the candidates say they would like 
to help the city realize its potential. 

“Shafter is one of the safest towns 
around, and it is due to the great job that our 
Police Department does on a daily basis,” 
commented Garcia. “We also have seen a 
great improvement in the appearance of the 
downtown and business areas due to Mi-
chael James and the Public Works team.”

Garcia said that he would like to see 
Shafter attract more big businesses. To do 
this, Garcia said that the city might be able 
to give potential businesses incentives to 
choose Shafter for their destination.

Zamudio disagreed, saying he doesn’t 

necessarily think that Shafter should grow 
too big. 

“I think it is important for us to main-
tain our downtown area, but I believe that 
we can do this while still keeping our small 
town atmosphere and infrastructure,” he 
said.

Zamudio also thinks that the current 
council has lost touch with the community 
and needs to connect with the residents and 
understand their priorities and needs. 

“I think that there is a lack of interest 
in our current leadership to the core needs 
of our community and poor communication 
with its citizens,” he said.

Espinoza is a lifelong resident of Shafter 
and is proud of its rich history and tradition. 

“I believe in the city’s potential for future 
development,” he said. “I would be proud to 
represent and serve our community.”

To foster economic growth, Espinoza 
said that he would like to support small 
and big business endeavors by illustrating 
Shafter’s strong and stable infrastructure. 

“Shafter is a great place for busi-

ness because of our opportunity for 
growth, our safe environment, and our 
business friendly community,” he said. 
Lawrence works at the water district with poli-
cymakers and has extensive experience deal-
ing with situations in a board meeting setting. 

Lawrence said that with the tumultuous 
times we live in, safety and economic secu-
rity are extremely important. 

“Shafter has historically been a very safe 
town, and it has done well with businesses,” 
he said. “This is something that I would like 
to be a part of continuing into the future.”

Lawrence is a resident of the Gossamer 
Grove community and also believes that it 
is important for that area to be represented 
on the council.

Givens, who is a home-grown Shafter 
man, said that he believes in this city, the 
people, the businesses, the employees, the 
families, everything. 

“Though we are a small rural commu-
nity, we have a big vision, a big heart and a 
lot of big opportunities,” he said.

He said that given the chance, he would 
continue to fight for public services, such as 
our “top-rated police department, phenom-

enal city services and our one-of-a-kind 
education partnership group.”

He said that Shafter is unique in its part-
nership with the educational staff, offering 
higher education opportunities as well as 
AP and reading programs. 

“This is very unique to the city as 
almost all cities across California do 
not have this available to their resi-
dents. We in Shafter have this avail-
able to all Shafter residents,” he said. 
He is excited for the next four years and for 
what is to come. 

“I don’t want to see any of these 
services hindered for these next four 
years and hope that you agree,” he said. 
Alvarado was unable to be reached for com-
ment. Alvarado was elected in 2008 and has 
served the last two years as Shafter’s mayor. 
In past interviews, Alvarado has stated that 
a top priority for Shafter is the enrichment 
of its youth and the importance of giving 
our children the opportunities needed to 
help them grow physically as well as social-
ly. Alvarado has been a proponent of giving 
the youth of Shafter adequate sports facili-
ties as well as educational opportunities.
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There was joy in Wasco on Tuesday, Oct. 
13 when Kern County officially reached the 
red tier as announced by Gov. Gavin New-
som.

Restaurants were eager to open their 
doors that evening to begin serving dining-
in customers. Hair salons breathed a sigh 
of relief that customers were finally able to 
relax and enjoy their haircuts or manicures.

Even Cakes by Karen decided to open 
her doors on Thursdays and Fridays 
from 9-5 and Saturdays from 9-3 p.m. 
“Business has been very slow,” owner 

Karen Cabrera said. “I’m excited about be-
ing able to open now. I’m open Thursday 
through Saturday because those are the bus-
iest days, and that’s when most customers 
come in. Tuesday and Wednesday are very 
slow.”

Another very excited business that 
opened its doors last Tuesday was Catrina’s 
Cantina. Owner Marcela Gomez was happy 
to see things picking up since the past year 
has been difficult for her.

Wherever people are, and wherever they 
decide to shop, masks are required to enter 

business premises, hair and nail salons and 
all restaurants.

Walmart is tough on wearing masks. The 
store has a sign on the front door that re-

quires masks to enter the store. They have 
taken the directional arrows out, so people 
are back to milling every which way on up 
and down each aisle.

Employee Jamie Nixon works in the 
young girls’ section, unpacking boxes and 
helping customers. She said that her kids 
are doing fine with the distance learning, 
but is anxious for them to return to class.

Starbucks is recommending their drive-
thru service and are taking things slow.

When visiting schools, permission must 
be granted by the school office and it is 
mandatory to wear a mask on campus.

The halls at Palm Avenue Middle 
School are empty and employees are 
sparse in the office. In the gym, After 
School Education Safety program stu-
dents were actively engaged in activities. 
Each student was safely distanced and 
all staff wore masks. Empty parking lots 
greet all visitors and empty grounds have 
become the norm for the day.

Businesses react 
to red tier status

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

The three candidates for the WUHSD 
board, Joel Ackerknecht, Sharon Nicol and 
John Steward introduced themselves to at-
tendees at the virtual candidates’ forum 
on Monday, Oct. 19 held at Peters Funeral 
Home courtesy of a collaboration between 
Sharon Sharp from Wasco Is and Vince 
Martinez from North Kern News.

Both Martinez and Sharp moderated the 
forum.

Martinez and Sharp asked the same ques-
tions to each candidate. The first question 
concerned the fact that since the district does 
not have a Human Resource manager, how 
does the board of trustees ensure that the 
most-qualified candidates are being hired?

Ackerknecht and Nicol both stated that 
even though the district does not have any-
one with the title of HR manager, the staff 
has a great system for choosing.

While Ackerknecht acknowledged that 
the district will often ask the board members 
to interview candidates, the decision is made 
by the administrative staff at the district.

The next question asked each candidate 
how they would fill open positions and 
whether promoting from within is a prior-
ity. Does the district provide a career path 
whereby employees can be promoted?

Ackerknecht said that he was happy 
with the team the district has in place and 
the team uses pathways to promote to high-
er positions. 

“Mr. [Rob] Cobb is an example of that,” 
he said. “Mr. Cobb worked for the district 
for 25 years and is now the new superin-
tendent.”

Steward commented that Principal Kev-
in Tallon is a good example of hiring from 
within.

Nicol said that she compares hiring 
from within as corporate development in 
order for employees to reach their goal of a 
higher position.

Each candidate was also asked about the 
Reform Wasco High campaign on student 
physical and emotional safety and allega-
tions of discrimination. What would the 
board members say to parents who express 
concern about repeated accusations? How 
would you react and what would you say to 
the student?

Both Ackerknecht and Nicol said that 
the district closely investigates every accu-
sation from all sides. Steward said that he 
scrolled through Facebook because he was 
unaware of the issue. He isn’t sure how the 
students reacted to the resolution whether 
they thought it wasn’t credible or whether 
they accepted what was said by the admin-
istrators. They also said that the school has 
a STOP app that students can report inci-
dents on.

They both also agreed that students need 
to start using the STOP app, if they do not; 
there isn’t a lot that can be done. All board 

members want a safe and healthy environ-
ment for the students.

Each candidate agreed that distance 
learning was nothing like physically attend-
ing school. The absence of activities along 
with the lack of social experiences is not 
good for anyone. 

The candidates also agreed that the 
school has provided resources to the stu-
dents with respect to distance learning by 
making sure each student has a Chrome-
book and access to Wi-Fi. 

“I don’t think distance learning is teach-

ing,” Ackernecht said. “The district is doing 
its best in providing for the students.”

He mentioned that at the last board meet-
ing, Assistant Superintendent Rob Cobb 
presented a plan for the return to school.

“Currently, there are 45 unaccounted 
students,” Nicol said. “We would like to 
have everyone engaged.”

Each candidate was asked what the most 
important factor is in this election. All three 
candidates agreed that the return to school 
is the most important issue facing the dis-
trict today.

WASCO

SHAFTER

WASCO

High school board candidates discuss priorities

Back row from left, candidates Sharon Nicol and Joel Ackerknecht. Front row 
from left, Sharon Stone, Vince Martinez and candidate John Steward.

City Council candidates discuss goals, outlook 
WUESD parent and Walmart employee 
Jamie Nixon. Richard Reding gymnasium and an empty parking lot.

ASES kids at Palm Avenue Middle School participate in an activity.
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

According to the Kern County Depart-

ment of Public Health, Shafter showed a 

significant decrease in new coronavirus 

cases from last week, with a little over 40 

new cases, compared to 200 the previous 

week. However, the decrease may be the 

result of a backlog of tests whose results 

have not been confirmed. There likely was 

a slight decrease, though, as a result of the 

closures of several buildings, including res-

taurants’ dine-in areas, city buildings, and 

other non-essential businesses.

In a move to assist restaurants and re-

tail stores trying to stay afloat, Shafter 

has waived the fees for temporary use 

permits for those restaurants and retail 

businesses that are turning their outdoor 

areas and parking lots into dining and 

sales areas.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Family-owned businesses are among the 

losers during the covid-19 pandemic.

Familiar places that are part of the home-

town landscape are shutting their doors and 

saying goodbye to longtime customers and 

friends.
Prior to Hoyett’s Facebook announce-

ment last Saturday that they sold the long-

time Wasco restaurant, Joyful Steps at 747 

F Street held what looked like a large yard 

sale, which turned out to be its going-out-

of-business sale.
Several attempts have been made to 

contact owners Christopher and Gabriella 

Carlsberg; however, no luck in being able to 

reach out to them. An email to the Bee busi-

ness that Christopher owned bounced back 

and no one answered the telephone number 

on the business card.

JAMIE STEWART 
The Shafter Press

The schools in the Richland School District opened 

their doors, at least figuratively, on Aug. 6, beginning a first 

semester that will have the 

students learning from a 

distance, as they did at the end of the last semester.

The district had planned for students to attending in per-

son on an alternating basis, with one group going to school 

on Mondays and Tuesdays and another group going on 

Thursdays and Fridays, with the students distance learning 

the rest of the week.

But according to interim Superintendent Rosa Rome-

ro, that plan 

was halted af-

ter Governor 

Newsom on 

July 17 put 

further restric-

tions on school 

districts.
“The gov-

ernor said that 

a county had 

to be off of the 

watch list for 

14 consecutive 

days, have mask requirements in place, which we did, and 

physical distancing practices in place. We did what we have 

control over, but unfortunately, Kern County didn’t qualify 

for in person learning,” Romero said.

Distance learning was a challenge last year for the edu-

cators and the families, Romero said. With more time to 

JAMIE STEWART 
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Children’s Summer Theater celebrated 

its 25th anniversary with three performances of The 

Lion King over the weekend. The performances were 

put on at Shafter’s Ford Theater and streamed for the 

audience to watch it virtually. The production was put 

on by Cris Starrh and her staff of volunteers.

Starrh began the SCST when her children were small 

and needing something to do during the summer. In 

partnership with the Shafter Recreation Department and 

Shafter High School, they started the children’s theater 

with a production of “101 Dalmations.”

The theater used kids in grades K-8, and after seeing 

the impact the plays had on children and the community, 

Starrh decided to keep it going after her kids aged out 

of the program.
Some other productions put on by the SCST were 

The Wizard of Oz, Beauty and the Beast, Cinderella, 
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TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

As Wasco faces the consequences of 

ignoring recommendations in a decade-old 

study, City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernan-

dez addressed the current water pressure 

problems in a report to the City Council on 

Aug. 4.
Ortiz-Hernandez said the city did not 

follow through with the more crucial parts 

of a water management study in 2007. 

That study made various recommenda-

tions and while some of the less important 

suggestions were completed, the recom-

mendations for adding storage capacity and 

drilling additional wells were not realized.

Ortiz-Hernandez said the city’s comput-

er system issued low water pressure alerts 

in 2019 that also went unaddressed.

“Had they been reviewed and analyzed, 

the city could have taken proactive steps to 

mitigate and avoid the issues we encoun-

tered this spring and the expense we have 

incurred thus far,” he said. 

Mayor Tilo Cortez said 2007-08 was the 

beginning of the financial collapse and the 

recession. “The city was in a financial cri-

sis and had to let go a significant number 

of staff,” he said. At the time, Cortez said, 

Larry Pennell was the city manager.

Council members then were Cortez, 

Danny Espitia, Cherylee Wegman, Larry 

Pearson and Fred West. (West and Pearson 

have since passed away). Wegman said she 

didn’t know why the city is currently expe-

Well #5 is on 8th Street.

See WASCO Page 5

See CHILDREN'S Page 5 See SCHOOLS Page 5

Ignoring water woes

costing city now

Kids perform Lion King
SHAFTER

The Lion King cast performed three shows over the weekend.
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TONI DEROSAThe Wasco TribuneWith the cost of Kern County Fire De-partment service expected to rise, the city 
manager of 
Shafter sug-gested that his city and Wasco jointly seek alternatives to the KCFD with a cost-sharing agreement. 

Wasco City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Her-nandez said getting the Board of Supervisors to consider such an approach could be dif-fi cult. Ortiz-Hernandez also said a detailed evaluation needs to be done to determine exactly what services the fi re department provides and to compare costs with private companies. 
The City Council also addressed the pur-

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressShafter will host a group of representa-tives from nine cities to review a new reim-b u r s e m e n t 
proposal that 
was put before the Kern County Board of Supervisors.

 The proposal would drastically increase the fi re services costs for the nine cities. Those cities are: Shafter, Wasco, Taft, Mc-Farland, Delano, California City, Tehachapi, Maricopa and Arvin.
A study done by the Kern County Fire De-partment found that those cities had been sub-stantially underpaying for services provided by the Kern County Fire Department. The structure of the proposal would change the 

Fire cost-sharing pact eyedAlternative to 
KCFD sought Shafter to host

9-city panel

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe Richland School District had planned to begin in-person schooling on Aug. 6, but that was before Governor New-som restricted school districts to distance learning in counties on the state’s watch list. That made it necessary for Kern County schools to teach via the internet.While distance learning presents a series of challenges, the Richland School District has made the learning a positive experience by integrating lessons with sessions that al-

low the students to communicate with one another, even if it is not face to face.The school day begins for sixth-grade teacher Candie Springer by logging on to their classroom, while the students log on to join the class, followed by roll call. Roll is taken by the students un-muting their mi-crophones announcing “here,” with their picture popping up on the screen. Each student is equipped with a laptop with a 

A teacher describes herdistance learning day

See A TEACHER'S Page 8 Candie Springer teaches her class from her home.

TONI DEROSAThe Wasco TribuneYou can’t walk anywhere in Wasco with-out seeing people wearing masks. Businesses are now requiring customers to wear a mask in order to enter enter the establishment.Masks are the fi rst line of protection against the covid-19 corona-virus, and those who don’t wear one are risking either getting sick or getting some-one else sick.
Many people keep a mask handy in their vehicle so they can pop it on while walking into a business.

Walmart, which had been ambivalent about masks, now enforces them once you enter the store.
Customers ordering take-out must also wear a mask when picking up their order.Employees at Café 101, Walmart, Star-bucks, True Value, Dollar Tree, The Dollar Store, hair salons, Fiesta Market, Hong Kong Restaurant and the smaller shops on 7th  Street all require customers to wear a mask when entering.

Large stores like Walmart and many smaller shops also have social distancing 

markers for their customers.At PrimeX, all employees wear a mask, as well as a protective smock and gloves when they enter the business.
The FastStrip Market on Poso also asks 

customers to wear a maskWith school starting last week, students and all teachers and staff all wore masks.Kern County Sheriff’s Offi ce Lieutenant Peter Martinez said at a City Council meeting that with people wearing masks, it’s more dif-fi cult to determine who is a criminal because everyone comes in wearing a mask.

Face it, wearing masks has caught on

SHAFTER

WASCO

Masks are all in the family with the Herreras visiting from Palm Springs.

ABOVE: A Houchin  blood donor waits for his turn. RIGHT: Stu-dents from Palm Avenue School pose with their masks.

See FIRE Page 8

See SHAFTER Page 8

SHAFTER

The Shafter City Council discusses plans to relocate the Regional Transit Bus 
stop to Stringham Park
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Woman kidnapped during armed robbery
TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

A Lost Hills man was charged after he 
allegedly kidnapped a woman while armed 
with a handgun.

Ariel Pacheco, 25, of Badger Street, was 
arrested Oct. 13 after the incident.

The Kern County Sheriff’s Office re-

sponded to Lost Hills around 8 a.m. on Oct. 
13 for a report of a kidnapping and robbery 
that occurred earlier in the morning around 
5:20 a.m. The victim in the incident told the 
sheriff’s office that she was kidnapped by 
a man armed with a handgun in the 21000 

block of Badger Street as she got into her 
car. The man, she reported, forced her to 
drive away for several minutes before steal-
ing money and fleeing on foot. The woman 
was not injured.

After investigating, deputies obtained a 
search warrant for a home on Badger Street. 
Deputies approached the home around 5:30 

p.m., and found Pacheco, who discarded a 
replica firearm before being taken into cus-
tody.

Deputies found evidence of the crime in 
the home and arrested Pacheco, charging 
him with kidnapping, extortion, robbery, 
assault with a firearm, false imprisonment 
and criminal threats.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Betty Petrie and a few of her close 
friends gathered at Giovanni’s Italian Eat-
ery in Shafter recently to celebrate Betty’s 
105th birthday. 

Owner Noy Soutchay prepared some of 
Betty’s favorites, including the pineapple 
fried rice, pot stickers, and chicken fetucin-
ni to help Betty and her friends remember 
Petrie’s birthday.

Soutchay said that in 2006, soon after 
taking over the restaurant, Betty would 
come in every Thursday with Ione Lollar. 
They would order turkey sandwiches after 
they had got their hair done at a local salon.

A friendship was struck up and lasts to 
this day. After a time, according to Soutchay, 
the group grew, with Margaret Acosta and 
Julie Disinherle joining in.

Each year, they would take turns host-
ing a little celebration for their birthdays. 
Petrie is still sharp as a tack and lived on 
her own in Shafter until two years ago when 
she moved into an assisted living center in 
Bakersfield. She said that still keeps up on 
the news in Shafter by getting a copy of the 
Shafter Press. 

“I will read it and then pass it to another 
local resident who is from Wasco. So, the 
paper makes the rounds.” 

When asked what her secret was to mak-
ing it to such a milestone, Petrie said, “Just 
good genes I guess.”

Petrie was born on Oct. 29, 1915, in Los 
Banos. She came to Shafter over 50 years 
ago. She taught at the elementary school for 
over 30 years, retiring to enjoy her time by 
reading, doing arts and crafts, and spending 
time with friends.

Petrie also served her country during 
World War II, enlisting in the Navy and 
joining the WAVES in 1942. She was sta-
tioned in Washington, D.C.

Last year at a birthday celebration in 
Bakersfield, attended by Vince Fong and 
Bakersfield Mayor Karen Gho, among 
others, Petrie was presented with an of-
ficial blue Honor Flight jacket. She was 
invited to go on an honor flight, but her 
health wouldn’t permit it so they gave her 
a virtual Honor Flight experience in addi-
tion to the jacket.

The WAVES were the United States Na-
val Reserve that was established in 1942. 
Petrie loves to talk about her teaching ca-
reer, her friends and family, and her hob-
bies, but she is still tight-lipped about her 
experiences and duties in her Naval career. 
“Loose lips sink ships,” is a motto that Pet-

rie goes by to this day. 
“I can tell you that I served in the 

WAVES beginning in 1942, but that is all 
you’re going to get,” quipped Petrie. 

The group had a wonderful time as they 
ate and reminisced about their close friend-
ship.

Petrie, in addition to living on her own 
until just a couple of years ago, Petrie still 
drove herself around until she was 95 years 
old. 

“She is such a special lady,” said 
Soutchay. “We love her and are happy to do 
this for our special friend.”

Betty blows out the candles, celebrating her 105th birthday.

Local woman celebrates 105th birthday

WASCOTONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Bakersfield resident Alejandro Jauregui, 22, was ar-
rested in a recent shooting in Wasco.

The shooting took place on Sept. 26 when a man was 
discovered shot in the 1000 block of 16th Street.

Jauregui was identified as a suspect in the case. Jau-
regui was arrested Friday, Oct. 16 at 9 a.m. on Stockdale 

Highway in Bakersfield.
The victim of the shooting was hospitalized after 

suffering multiple gunshot wounds and was listed in 
critical but stable condition, and has not been identi-
fied yet.

Jauregui faces charges of attempted murder.

Arrest made in shooting
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Shafter Historical Society

announces the Shafter 

Depot Museum will be open 

Saturday, October 24, 2020

11:00am-3:00pm and all 

Saturdays 

thereafter.

COME BY AND ENJOY 

A WALK THRU HISTORY!

JIM GLASCO
God does not slumber or sleep. He 

is aware of all things. He sees time dif-
ferent than we do. 2ND Peter 3:8 says 
one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one 
day. Peter was warning his hearers that 
in the last days scoffers would ridicule 
the promise of the Lords coming. He 
taught us that a flood did happen in 
Gods time.

Thousands and even millions of 
years are nothing to God. Jesus told 
the Jews, before Abraham was, I am. 
He is the same yesterday, today and 
forever. God is not affected by time. 
God moves according to His own 
schedule. He is the on time God.

God is on time to His provision. 

Philippians 4:19 says my God Shall 
supply all your need. No matter how 
hard times may get, He is the on time 
God. The Bible says I have never seen 
the righteous forsaken or his seed beg-
ging bread. I have pastored 32 years at 
our church and I have seen God meet 
the needs of many people, especially 
the widows. God is on time in His pro-
vision.

He is an on time God when we 
are in trouble. It takes light a little 
over 4 years traveling at 186,000 
miles per second to reach us from our 
nearest star. When I’m in trouble, Ps. 
46:1 says God is a very present help 
in trouble. It’s as if He just shows up. 
The three Hebrew boys would tell you 
that when facing trouble, God is right 

on time.
He’s an on time God with per-

fect timing. You cannot hurry God, be 
patient. His timing was perfect with 
Lazarus. Lazarus had been dead 4 
days and people wondered where the 
Lord was. To the family he was days 
late, but with God 4 days seemingly 
late is right on time. Our times are in 
his hands. He’s right on time.

His return will be right on time.   
Many say the Lord delays his coming. 
It will be right on time. His return is 
man’s hope. Keep trusting God in 
this crazy world. Fight the good fight 
of faith. The Lord shall return for his 
church. He’s an on time God.  

Pastor Jim Glasco of Seventh Stan-
dard Pentecostal Church of God.

The on-time God
PASTOR'S CORNER

PET OF THE WEEK

Give the Wasco Animal Shelter a call and ask to visit 
Hazel. Hazel came in as a stray. She is approximately a 
2-year-old, female Husky. Her owners have been notified 
and are aware that she is at the shelter. 

Hazel is a young, black/white/cream medium coat Hus-
ky. She is great with staff and other dogs and has been test-
ed with large breeds. At the time it is unknown if Hazel is 
house/crate trained. Dogs are not tested with children and 
cats; her behavior toward children and cats is unknown. 

Hazel will be available for adoption/rescue on Oct. 30. 
If you are interested in her, please give the shelter a call at 
758-7240 or ask about Hazel on Petfinder.

Call the shelter to make an appointment to stop by and visit 
Hazel. Staff will get a hold of you during hours of operation.  
The shelter is open by appointment only. This precaution 
is being taken to observe recommended CDC guidelines. 
Call on the day of availability to set up an appointment. 
Appointments cannot be made days before availability and 
appointments are made only by phone call. First call, first 
serve.

The shelter is accepting animal surrenders, but you 
must call first.

Rescue is a non-profit organization with a tax exempt 
501(c) (3). If you never pulled from the Wasco Animal Shelter, 
email us two references and a copy of your 501(c) (3) form.

If you have any questions, make sure to give us a call 
(661)-758-7240

All photos are taken by Wasco Animal Shelter staff.

Come meet 
Hazel today

James Harmer had a 36-year career 
working for Chevron in a variety of 
positions, including as a maintenance 
relief supervisor, new construction su-
pervisor, as well as an environmentalist.

In this position, Harmer helped all 
departments, making sure they could 
complete their projects without caus-
ing any environmental concerns. 

Mouser said, that in addition to 
his 20 years serving on the Planning 
Commission, he has been a life-long 
resident of Kern County and has 
worked in the agricultural industry for 
most of his adult life. Mouser said that 
he sees revitalizing the downtown area 
as a major point of concern moving 
forward for the city.

Olvera worked for the Shafter Po-
lice Department for 12 years, retiring 
as a sergeant. Olvera said that his years 
serving the community provided him 
with the knowledge and understand-
ing of the community’s makeup, cul-
ture, and the opportunities of growth.

“I would love to give back to the 

community of Shafter and look for-
ward to working with you guys mov-
ing forward,” he said.

Piuser has lived in Shafter since 
2016, when he moved here from Ba-
kersfield. Piuser has worked in the con-
struction industry his entire adult life 
and believes that this extensive experi-
ence gives him a good foundation for 
serving on the commission. He said that 
he loves to learn also, giving him the 
desire to help the Shafter community. 

“I look forward to working with the 
City Council on new plans and ideas 
for our small but exciting Central Val-
ley California city,” he said.

Sanchez has lived in Shafter since 
he was 8 years old. Sanchez has 
worked in the public service arena 
since 1995, beginning his career 
with the Kern County Sheriff’s De-
partment. He transferred to the Kern 
County Probation Department in 
1998 and has remained there for the 
last 22 years.

Sanchez said he can help make 
Shafter an even more desirable place 

to live than it already is. “My 25 years 
in public service with a government 
agency has allowed me to become in-
volved in the planning and budget pro-
cess. I also understand how important 
collaborative are to achieve common 
goals,” he said.

Wilson has been a resident of Shafter 
for the last 22 years. She also was an em-
ployee of the City of Shafter for 28 years, 
until her retirement in 2018, serving as 
city clerk for the last 12 of those years. 

“From my 12 years of experience 
as the Shafter city clerk, I understand 
the role of the Planning Commission. 
I have 12 years of experience working 
with the Planning Commission ensur-
ing effective review and action on the 
wide-range of planning and develop-
ment, and other land use matters.”

At the end of the interview process, 
City Manager Gabriel Gonzales told 
the candidates that the council would 
consider their applications and would 
appoint three candidates to those posts 
during the regular City Council meet-
ing held on Nov. 17.

City Council to announce 
new board next month
From Page 1

From The Shafter Press ar-
chives:

10 Years Ago: Nov. 10, 2010
David Armendariz wrote his 

last sport story for the Shafter 
Press and Wasco Tribune. He 
started writing for the local pa-
pers in the early 1980’s. He’s last 
story written before retiring was 
the 84th  Wasco Tigers/Shafter 
General’s football game.

20 Years Ago: Nov. 22, 2000
Shafter resident Dean Sutton 

was selected to speak at a 2 day 
California Automotive Teachers 
Conference Workshop in Lan-
caster. Dean was a mechanic at 
the Shafter Automotive Service 
Shop. 

30 Years Ago: Nov. 14, 1990
The Wasco Tiger Football 

Queen candidates were Carrie 
Parks, Shelbie Earl, Rothesia 
Harrison and Lupita Soto.

HEADLINES IN HISTORY



	 THE SHAFTER PRESS  |  WASCO TRIBUNE	Page 6		  Thursday, October 22, 2020

Requirements: Curiosity, writing ability 
and good communications skills with all 
kinds of people. Bilingual with knowledge 
of the area a plus. Reliable transportation 

and good work habits a must.
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Lance Corporal Nathan Gonzalez graduated from the 

Marine Corps Military Police Academy at Marcordet Fort 

Leonard Wood, Missouri, on August 18, 2020.

Gonzalez received the Distinguished Honor Graduate 

by fi nishing at the top of his class with an average of 97.86 

throughout his training. He received letters of commenda-

tion and was meritoriously promoted to lance corporal.

Gonzalez is a 2019 Shafter High School graduate 

and is the son of Mike Gonzalez of Shafter and Tiffany 

Tatum-Knox of Wasco. He entered the Marine Corps in 

November of 2019 and graduated basic training with top 

shot or Company High Rifl e Expert in January.

Gonzalez will be stationed in Okinawa while begin-

ning his career as a military police offi cer.

“I joined the Marines to follow in my father’s footsteps 

and it has turned out to be one of the best experiences of 

my life,” Gonzalez said. “I have gained rapport with many 

new people from around the U.S. and I have been taught 

how to implement my job properly by some of the best 

instructors the Marine Corps has to offer.”

Gonzalez was originally supposed to attend a K-9 

Handlers Course at Lackland Air Force Base in San An-

tonio, Texas after he completed the Police Academy but 

that course is not operating at this time. Gonzalez intends 

to pursue the job as a K-9 handler by completing on the 

job training while in Okinawa.

Shafter High School graduate

to be a Marine Corps MP

Nathan Gonzales will be stationed in Okinawa.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Richland School District has named 

interim Superintendent Rosa Romero as the 

district’s permanent superintendent, signing 

a three-year contract. Romero had been the 

interim superintendent since late 2019, after 

the resignation of Dago Garcia. She is facing 

a school year that has begun with distance 

learning, which has 

been a requirement 

for districts in 

counties on the state’s 

watch list.
R e c e n t l y 

Governor Newsom 

announced that 

schools will be 

allowed to open 

the school site for 

a limited number of students, with an 

emphasis on allowing special education 

students to return, as those students have 

the greatest need for in-person learning.

Romero said the interview and selection 

process was a long one, but that it didn’t 

involve any other candidates, with the 

district focusing its attention on securing 

Romero for the position.

“I think that I am a really good fi t for 

the position, with my years of experience 

here in Shafter, and the relationship I have 

with the existing administration and the 

teachers,” she said.
Romero said the biggest challenge 

facing the district is the importance of 

giving children a quality education in this 

diffi cult time. “It 

is challenging, but 

we are dedicated to 

giving our kids a 

quality education, be 

it from a distance or 

in person,” she said.

Romero and 

her staff had had a 

plan in place that 

involved allowing 

students to return to school for the fall 

semester. Newsom’s announcement 

forced the district to switch to distance 

learning. The district then created a 

program that has the children able to do 

independent work throughout the day, 

while different groups read or do work 

with the teacher. The teacher is online all 

day, available for any problems that the 

Romero named Richland superintendent
Interim super was the only 

candidate to be interviewed

Rosa Romero is now the permanent superintendent of the Richland School District.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

The city has been negotiating with the 

High Speed Rail for almost 10 years and 
while the 
city has 

made several concessions, the HSR hasn’t 

been as forthcoming with the city, City 

Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernandez said at 

a meeting before the Sept. 1, 2020 City 

Council meeting.
Ortiz-Hernandez presented a staff re-

port that stated on April 18, 2017, the HSR 

asked the city to modify the HSR’s plans 

that were presented on Dec. 6, 2016 and 

the discussion was about the closure of 6th 

Street and the 6th Street railroad crossing 

where a plan was ap-

proved outlining the 

new construction of 

underpasses at both 

railroad crossings for 

6th and Poso Avenue.  

“Because it has 

been more than three 

years since the city 

approved the clos-

ing of 6th Street, the 

HSR has failed to provide a written agree-

ment outlining the specifi c terms and con-

ditions, including the detailed plans for its 

closure,” Ortiz-Hernandez said. “If they 

plan on building from 

Bakersfi eld to Los 

Angeles, the HSR 

will have to come up 

with additional mon-

ies.”
Another issue is 

that once the HSR is 

up and running, the 

Wasco Amtrak train 

will no longer be 

available, which means that residents will 

have to drive to Bakersfi eld to catch Am-

trak, causing additional pollution, gas con-

sumption and more vehicles on the road, 

which is the opposite of what the HSR indi-

cated in their earlier presentations that the 

goal of the HSR is to lessen the pollution in 

the San Joaquin Valley.

The HSR has put on several showcases 

in Wasco outlining the benefi ts of having 

the train run through Wasco; however, since 

it won’t stop in Wasco, the city won’t ben-

efi t from it, but the HSR impacts the city 

of Wasco in several negative ways such as 

having to relocate the farm labor camp be-

cause the tracks were too close to the for-

Council rescinds agreement to close 6th St.

See COUNCIL Page 8

See ROMERO Page 7

Romero said the district is creating a 

new vision in Shafter which includes 

giving the children an education that 

will make them ready for high school, 

college, the workforce, and a global 

economy that is changing daily.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter PressAccording to the Kern County Depart-ment of Public Health, Shafter showed a significant decrease in new coronavirus cases from last week, with a little over 40 new cases, compared to 200 the previous week. However, the decrease may be the result of a backlog of tests whose results have not been confirmed. There likely was a slight decrease, though, as a result of the closures of several buildings, including res-

taurants’ dine-in areas, city buildings, and other non-essential businesses.In a move to assist restaurants and re-tail stores trying to stay afloat, Shafter has waived the fees for temporary use permits for those restaurants and retail businesses that are turning their outdoor areas and parking lots into dining and sales areas.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco TribuneFamily-owned businesses are among the losers during the covid-19 pandemic.Familiar places that are part of the home-town landscape are shutting their doors and saying goodbye to longtime customers and friends.

Prior to Hoyett’s Facebook announce-ment last Saturday that they sold the long-time Wasco restaurant, Joyful Steps at 747 F Street held what looked like a large yard 

sale, which turned out to be its going-out-of-business sale.
Several attempts have been made to contact owners Christopher and Gabriella Carlsberg; however, no luck in being able to reach out to them. An email to the Bee busi-ness that Christopher owned bounced back and no one answered the telephone number on the business card.

JAMIE STEWART 
The Shafter PressThe schools in the Richland School District opened their doors, at least figuratively, on Aug. 6, beginning a first semester that will have the students learning from a distance, as they did at the end of the last semester.The district had planned for students to attending in per-son on an alternating basis, with one group going to school on Mondays and Tuesdays and another group going on Thursdays and Fridays, with the students distance learning the rest of the week.

But according to interim Superintendent Rosa Rome-ro, that plan 
was halted af-
ter Governor 
Newsom on 
July 17 put 
further restric-
tions on school 
districts.

“The gov-
ernor said that 
a county had 
to be off of the 
watch list for 
14 consecutive 
days, have mask requirements in place, which we did, and physical distancing practices in place. We did what we have control over, but unfortunately, Kern County didn’t qualify for in person learning,” Romero said.Distance learning was a challenge last year for the edu-cators and the families, Romero said. With more time to 

JAMIE STEWART 
The Shafter PressThe Shafter Children’s Summer Theater celebrated its 25th anniversary with three performances of The Lion King over the weekend. The performances were put on at Shafter’s Ford Theater and streamed for the audience to watch it virtually. The production was put on by Cris Starrh and her staff of volunteers.Starrh began the SCST when her children were small and needing something to do during the summer. In partnership with the Shafter Recreation Department and 

Shafter High School, they started the children’s theater with a production of “101 Dalmations.”The theater used kids in grades K-8, and after seeing the impact the plays had on children and the community, Starrh decided to keep it going after her kids aged out of the program.
Some other productions put on by the SCST were The Wizard of Oz, Beauty and the Beast, Cinderella, 
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Virus takes its toll

See VIRUS Page 5

See PAIR Page 5

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco TribuneAs Wasco faces the consequences of ignoring recommendations in a decade-old study, City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernan-dez addressed the current water pressure problems in a report to the City Council on Aug. 4.

Ortiz-Hernandez said the city did not follow through with the more crucial parts of a water management study in 2007. That study made various recommenda-tions and while some of the less important suggestions were completed, the recom-

mendations for adding storage capacity and drilling additional wells were not realized.Ortiz-Hernandez said the city’s comput-er system issued low water pressure alerts in 2019 that also went unaddressed.“Had they been reviewed and analyzed, the city could have taken proactive steps to mitigate and avoid the issues we encoun-tered this spring and the expense we have incurred thus far,” he said. Mayor Tilo Cortez said 2007-08 was the beginning of the financial collapse and the 

recession. “The city was in a financial cri-sis and had to let go a significant number of staff,” he said. At the time, Cortez said, Larry Pennell was the city manager.Council members then were Cortez, 

Danny Espitia, Cherylee Wegman, Larry Pearson and Fred West. (West and Pearson have since passed away). Wegman said she didn’t know why the city is currently expe-

Well #5 is on 8th Street.

See WASCO Page 5

See CHILDREN'S Page 5

See SCHOOLS Page 5Ignoring water woes
costing city now

Kids perform Lion King
SHAFTER

The Lion King cast performed three shows over the weekend.

Schools open
with distance
learning only

WASCO

SHAFTER

The Shafter Press and Wasco 
Tribune are looking for a 

bright, creative reporter to 
help cover our communities, 

full time or part time. 

For more information, contact the publisher, Michael Schroeder, 
at mschroeder@TheShafterPress.com or call 860-839-3389.

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

The City Council got caught up with its 
accounting during a recent meeting, autho-
rizing the city manager to write off past-due 
fees so the budget will be a more accurate 
reflection of the city.

 “This is an accounting mechanism, 
which the city has to do to get this off the 
books so an actual balance is shown on the 
books,” City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Her-
nandez said. “This is a normal accounting 

practice that should have been done earlier.”
He said the city is supposed to do this ev-

ery year, but it hasn’t been done for a while. 
The council unanimously passed three resolu-
tions to authorize the write-off of $3,161.99 
for general billing account collection losses, 
to authorize the write-off of $41,957.60 for 
past-due business license account collection 
and to authorize the loss write-off of past-
due utility billing account collection losses 

of $76,466.16.
Finance Director Jesus Perez-Hernan-

dez gave the report to the council members.
Council members commented on how 

surprised they were to see so many busi-
nesses on the list. 

“Some of them are out of business,” Ortiz-
Hernandez said. “Others said they couldn’t 
come up with the money. Several have asked 
for a payment plan. However, the city can also 
get its money by those who file tax returns.”

Ortiz-Hernandez also said that the city 

will continue to pursue the fees by either 
collections or payment plans. Those that 
have gone out of business are another mat-
ter to be discussed.

In other business, the council also au-
thorized the city manager to sign an agree-
ment with TLC Animal Removal Service 
for animal disposal services not to exceed 
$1,800 per year.

TLC would pick up animals that have 
been hit by vehicles and left on the road for 
the city.

City catches up on budget, cleans up owed fees

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

FFA students at Wasco High just re-
vealed their 2021 officers and a virtual 

meeting with 
the group was 

energizing.
This group of students has been busy 

with not only their classwork, but also their 
FFA projects. 

Students who raised animals were able 
to show them at the virtual Charles Craig 
Invitational. Schools had to be invited to 
participate in the virtual show and auction 
of the animals. The invitational is particu-
larly special to Wasco High students since 
Craig was a former Ag teacher at the school.

With the community’s support, the stu-
dents were able to sell all their animals and 
no one paid more for their animal than they 
earned through the sale.

Each student spent the year caring for 
their sheep, goat or swine by making sure 
their animal was well fed, groomed and 
exercised. Students staggered their time on 
the farm in each animal area so there was 
no overlapping. Masks and social distanc-
ing were practiced constantly.

While discussing the new board mem-
bers, the students answered why they ran 
for office.

“I ran to be an officer to be as involved as 
possible in our chapter and to see our chap-
ter grow during my time in high school,” 
President Mackinley Wankum said. “I look 
forward to upcoming FFA meetings and 
chapter events.”

Wankum’s leadership skills shined as 
she became the unofficial spokesperson for 
the group of officers at the meeting.

“Personally, the reason I decided to run 
for office was to better learn about our 
community and to progress further within 
FFA,” Secretary Vianey Padilla said. “My 
sister and Ag teachers encouraged me to 
run for office since they knew I loved the 
activities I had participated in. During this 
year, I look forward to better communi-
cating with our members and hopefully 
better educating them on FFA and leader-
ship.”

The officers are all looking forward to 
serving the community through FFA in the 
coming year. 

“I wanted to run for a chapter officer 
position because I’ve always wondered if I 
could make a leadership position like this,” 
Historian Jessica Corcuera said.

Chaplain Joshua Cooley said that he 

wanted to be a part of an amazing organiza-
tion and wanted to help the community by 
bringing smiles to many faces. 

“FFA to me is something that will help 
me succeed in my future while leaving an 
imprint in the community,” he said. “I look 
forward to the many opportunities to help 
and serve the community while pushing me 
to be a better leader for my future.”

“I decided to run for officer because I 
wanted to be a leader to the members in 
our chapter and try to get more members 
involved,” Parliamentarian Kalani Castillo 
said. “I’ve been in FFA three years now and 
I have always loved the activities that FFA 
holds. I grew up with agriculture since I 
was little and FFA just connects my child-
hood altogether. I look forward to meeting 
our freshman members and seeing what 
this virtual year has for us.”

Vice President of Members Lindsay Lee 
reflected on running for office again be-
cause she wants to continue her leadership 
work with Wasco FFA. She feels that FFA 
has helped her grow as a person. 

“Something I am really looking forward 
to this year is doing Career Development 
Event (CDE) activities,” she said. 

“Activities such as Vet Science, Veg 
Crops, Nursery Landscape, AG Mechan-
ics, Ag Pest, Vegetable Crops Judging and 
Horse Judging are just some of the contests 
the students compete in,” FAA Advisor and 
Ag Instructor Anthony Farao said.

The FFA leaders recently participated 
in CAPK (Community Action Partnership 
Kern) by helping the nonprofit organization 
pack boxes of canned goods for distribution 
to the needy.

“We plan on helping with this twice a 
month,” Wankum said.

Chapter Reporter Sofia Reyes included 
information about her upcoming tenure as 
the new reporter. 

“This is my third year being involved 
in FFA, but my first year being a part of 
the officer team,” she said. “I have been 
involved in many activities with my chap-
ter, section and region from attending ev-
ery monthly meeting, doing community 
service, and being a part of Top 15 FFA 
point students in our chapter for the past 
two years. I was also on the Novice Re-
cord Book team that placed 2nd-place in 
our section.”

Reyes would like to be able to see the 

chapter grow and get the members more 
involved. She wants to make sure the mem-
bers learn more about what FFA is inside 
and outside the classroom.

“Many people think that FFA is just all 
about farming, but it is actually not,” she 
said. “I have always wanted to be an officer 
since my freshman year.”

Reyes thanks her family, teachers and 
friends for encouraging her to run for an of-
fice. She looks forward to making this year 
memorable for all members.

“I look forward to our upcoming vir-
tual meetings and getting to meet more 
people,” Reyes said. “I am really hoping 
our chapter gets to put on our annual Don-
key Basketball Game. It’s a great way to 
get our community to come out and have 
a great night.”

She also said that from people riding 
and playing basketball on a donkey to the 
community coming to watch them play, “I 
really love and enjoy this event because it’s 
a great way to get to know our community 
and also do something that other chapters 
don’t host.”

FFA’s first virtual chapter meeting will 
be Monday, Oct. 26.

WASCO

WASCO

WASCO

FFA is more than animals for the students involved

FFA Advisor and Ag teacher Anthony Farao.
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In August, the Kern County Public 
Works Department held a very successful 
virtual clean-up event. They are following 
up that event with a fall clean-up event to 
be held on Nov. 7. 

This is a county-wide event that encour-
ages all residents to volunteer 15 to 30 min-
utes of their day by cleaning up trash and 
debris in their neighborhoods. 

“We had such a fantastic turnout with 
the first virtual clean-up, we wanted to 
hone in on this community engagement 
and continue this ongoing clean-up effort,” 
said Zechariah Garcia, Kern County Public 
Works marketing and promotions associate.

Lynnda Martin, of American Refuse, 
said that American Refuse and the Shafter 
Youth Center will be holding a special give-
away for Shafter residents who participate 
in the event.

Kern County Public Works is focusing 
on new ways to engaging the community 
while still adhering to the state’s COVID-19 
guidelines. Though the pandemic has re-
stricted Public Works’ ability to directly en-
gage the residents of Kern County, it hasn’t 
diminished their desire to help the commu-
nities and their environments.

Martin said that it is easy to participate 
in the event, with simple instructions on 

how residents can make a difference in their 
neighborhoods. 

If you are interested in participating, 
first register for the clean-up at www.Kern-
PublicWorks.com.

On the day of the event, grab an old 
grocery bag to reuse or any disposable gar-
bage bag available to you. Make sure to put 
on gloves for protection, and then pick up 
whatever trash you see for 15-30 minutes. 
This can be right in your neighborhood, a 
park, or wherever you see the need for clean 
up. Be safe while picking up the trash by 
watching out for traffic, sharp objects, and 
never wander into unsafe conditions.

Take pictures of your work. You can get 
creative with your cleanup efforts by mak-
ing a funny pose or a funny smile. Have fun 
with it! Throw away your trash. 

Share your photos on Facebook by 
tagging @KernCountyPublicWorks and 
hashtagging #KeepKernBeautiful or by 
sending them via email to garcia@kern-
county.com.

The state’s guidelines do not prevent 
you from going outside. However, please 
be safe for yourself and others. If you are 
with other people or in a public space, fol-
low safe social distancing and face covering 
guidelines. 

Residents encouraged to clean up in virtual event

Participate in the cleanup event for a chance to win a prize for Shafter residents.
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter City Council approved a new pilot program 

that would assist new busi-

nesses interested in coming 

to Shafter, while also retaining those businesses already in 

place.
The new pro-

gram will reduce 

building permit 

fees, as well as 

other fees to mod-

ify existing busi-

nesses, by 75 per-

cent.
During the pan-

demic, a number 

of businesses in 

Shafter have strug-

gled to remain 

open while adher-

ing to the gover-

nor’s public safety 

guidelines.
In particu-

lar, restaurants in 

Shafter have not 

been able to offer 

inside dining for months, with the only alternatives being 

take-out orders and outside dining. For those restaurants 

that have adequate outdoor space, the reduction of outdoor 

dining fees has allowed them to remain open without the 

added burden of paying permit fees.

City Manager Gabriel Gonzales said this program would 

have results that are twofold, with the ability to attract new 

businesses to Shafter, while retaining those businesses al-

ready in place.
“In particular, 

there is a business 

possibility regard-

ing a sporting goods 

store that would 

be able to build in 

the downtown area 

without the sub-

stantial cost that 

the different per-

mits and fees would 

mean,” Gonzales 

said. “This program 

will make it pos-

sible for Shafter to 

continue our reputation as being a proactive community that 

is business-friendly and keep us economically stable.”

With the winter months coming, it will be necessary for 

the many of the city’s restaurants to either put up portable 

tents or structures to protect diners from the elements, or to 

build a more permanent structure that the business could 

keep going forward.

In continuing the progress that Shafter has made ad-

dressing the concerns of those living in Northern Shafter, 

Danielle Claybon, a Kern County Public Health advocate,  

made a presentation regarding a new park being planned in 

the area of Fresno Avenue and Highway 43. With the help 

of a Proposition 68 grant from the government, the park 

project would give North Shafter residents a park to enjoy 

without having to venture to other parts of the city, giving 

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

With the coronavirus pandemic requir-

ing all of Shafter’s schools to begin the 

school year with distance learning, the 

Shafter Learning Center has played a vital 

role in the education of students, aiding the 

wonderful job that local schools have been 

doing to provide a quality education.

There are challenges that parents and 

students face as they navigate virtual learn-

ing. Some parents have said the course ma-

terial is a lot different than that which was 

taught when they were in school. There is 

also the level that each student is at in their 

learning career. Some learn a little quick-

er than others and also learn at a different 

pace.

Tutoring allows students to get the extra 

help they may need as they attempt to com-

plete their assigned work. 

The Shafter Learning Center is there to 

help. Their services have adapted to the needs 

of students and they have launched their Vir-

tual Shafter Learning Center and will con-

tinue offering academic support online.

According to Learning Center director 

David Franz, the center is offering small 

group math and reading tutoring. “We have 

a great team of tutors ready to help our stu-

dents, all of which are bilingual and have 

strong academic records,” he said.

Many of the tutors also have obtained 
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Trenea Smart  |  661-431-1780  |  2720 Calloway Drive, Bakersfield | geico.com/bakersfield

¡Ofrecemos 

Seguro de Hogar 
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Each year, the National FFA orga-

nization honors FFA members who 
s h o w 
the ut-

most dedication to the organization 

through their desire to develop their 

potential for premier leadership, 

personal growth and career success 

through agricultural education.

The American FFA Degree is be-

stowed upon a select group of stu-

dents in recognition of their years 

of academic and professional excel-

lence.  This year 4,136 American de-

grees were awarded.

Victoria Darling, Juan Espinoza, 

Dustin Giuntoli, Octavio Gonzalez, 

John Hill III, Jasmine Ortiz, An-

eth Ramirez and Michael Vander 

Poel, members of the Shafter FFA 

chapter and graduates of Shafter 

High School, will be awarded the 

American FFA Degree at the 93rd 

National FFA Convention & Expo 

Oct. 27-29, to be held virtually.

Sponsored by Case IH, Elanco 

Animal Health and Syngenta, the 

award recognizes demonstrated 

ability and outstanding achieve-

ments in agricultural business, 

production, processing or service 

programs.
To be eligible, FFA members 

must have earned and productively 

Shafter FFA members 

awarded National 

American FFA Degree

Dustin Giuntoli

Jasmine Ortiz

Shafter Learning Center helping local students

Tutors at the Shafter Learning Center are playing a crucial role in the education 

of  students in Shafter.
See SHAFTER Page 3

See SHAFTER Page 3

Danielle Claybon, a Kern County 

Public Health advocate,  makes a 

presentation about the new park 

being planned for North Shafter.

"This program will make 

it possible for Shafter to 

continue our reputation 

as being a proactive 

community that is 

business-friendly.” 
– City Manager 

Gabriel Gonzales.

See CITY Page 8
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Quality gas for a very low price!!!Purchase 10 Gallons or more and get a free Fountain Drink!!!Breakfast & Grill 3AM-12PM Call in your order at 661-746-6082.Open Mon-Sat 3AM-2AM • Sunday 5am-1am

127 S Shafter Ave, Shafter, CA 93263
Western Union, Money Orders, Pay BillsAuthorized for City of Shafter and PG&E Bills

Hot Deli All Day
Ice Cold Beer

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressKern County entered the red tier on Tuesday, opening 
the doors of more businesses and public buildings.The tiers, determined by the state and Public Depart-ment of Human Safety’s Virus Grading Scale, dictate how 

the county is handling the pandemic.The red tier, up from the purple tier where the county 
had been, means residents can now eat inside restaurants, 
as well as go to the gym and go inside other public build-
ings. Social distancing guidelines apply.During the past two weeks, the increase in new cases has 

TONI DEROSAThe Wasco TribuneMany think the number 13 is an unlucky number, but for 
Kern County and Wasco residents, Tuesday, Oct. 13 was a 
lucky day.

The county offi cially moved from the purple tier to the red tier, which means 
movie theaters, hair salons, restaurants, places of worship 
and gyms may resume limited indoor operations; however, 
the city is taking it slow this time instead of fully opening up to the public.

“We are still in the process of purchasing basic protective barriers for offi ce lobbies,” City Manager Daniel Ortiz-Her-
nandez said. “We are also providing separations.”

Wasco will be slowly moving into the red tier in hopes that the county will be able to move into the next tier up, orange.Once Wasco gained its red tier, several businesses said 
they have plans in the works.Owner Russ Atkins of Pizza Factory on Highway 46 

City moves 
into red tier

More businesses 
to open under 
red tier

Pizza Factory Owner Russ Akins serves a customer.

TONI DEROSAThe Wasco TribuneThe Wasco Library will be opening up and providing limited service.Kern County is attempting to keep as many libraries open as possible dur-ing this pandemic. As the county moves from the purple tier to the red tier, it al-lows for more indoor activities.Since the county recently  moved to 

the red tier, libraries are beginning to open their doors with some rules set in place. There is a time limit of 30 min-utes per visit.
All visitors to the library need to have a purpose-driven appointment such as checking out a book you placed on hold. You can request an ap-

pointment online at kernlibrary.org.Everyone entering a library must be wearing a face mask that covers the nose and the mouth. 
The libraries continue to prefer curbside services such as pick up holds, genre grab bags, carryout crafts (while supplies last), prizes for reading chal-lenges (while supplies last), Grab-N-Go 

Library opening some inside services, masks required TONI DEROSAThe Wasco TribuneOn Monday evening, Oct. 19, the Wasco Union High School District board candidates will have a fo-rum beginning at 6 p.m. The forum will be avail-able for attendees on Wasco Is on Facebook at that time.Even though Kern County is now in the red tier, many are playing it safe by continuing with virtual meetings.
Candidates running include incumbents Joel Ackerknecht and Sharon Nicol as well as new candi-date John Steward. 

Forum announced for 
WUHSD candidates

WASCO

WASCO

WASCO

SHAFTER

WASCO

See SCHOOLS Page 8

See WASCO Page 3

See SAME Page 8

TONI DEROSAThe Wasco TribuneThe six City Council candidates — four from District 2 and two from District 4 — gathered Oct. 7 for a forum at Life House Church.Wasco Women’s Club member and forum moderator Jill Drescher, President Cheryl Woody and time-keeper Marlene Swan insured the event ran smoothly. Video and audio recording was provided by Richard Peters of Peters Funeral Home.There were two different sections to the forum. First District 2 candi-dates John Kim, Vince Martinez, Florirene Olvera and David Ward answered questions and then. Dis-trict 4 candidates Tilo Cortez and Eddie Saldana answered questions.District 5 candidate Alex Garcia is running unopposed.
Drescher introduced City Coun-cil member Garcia who led every-one in the Pledge of Allegiance.The candidates each introduced themselves to the attendees and 

provided a brief biography of their qualifi cations and dedication to Wasco. These biographies ran in the Sept. 17 and Oct. 1 editions of The Wasco Tribune.
Drescher began the forum by asking the candidates if elected, do any of them plan on reviewing the current city ordinances. Martinez stated that the ordi-nances are constantly being changed and there could be some that are outdated. He also said that he wasn’t sure which ordinances the author of the question was referring to. “Many people are trying to navi-gate and go around them,” Martinez said. “I think the city has done a good job.”

Olvera added to Martinez’s com-ment by stating that some of the or-dinances are outdated, but believes they are the best way to comply and see how they affect residents.“There are way too many and 

they are outdated,” Ward said.“These are the rules that the city has agreed to live by,” Kim said. “They should be refi ned and stream-lined. We need a more coherent set of rules.”
Drescher then asked each can-didate how they felt about the High Speed Rail and the loss of Amtrak in Wasco.

“The High Speed Rail should not have been started or even complet-ed,” Ward said. “I don’t know how we can get Amtrak to stay.”Kim responded by saying, “I’m sad about the loss of Amtrak. We should try to get the High Speed Rail to stop in Wasco.” Kim then added that the city needs to change Wasco to a destination where the High Speed Rail wants to stop. He added that if Wasco is to become a more fast-forward, technological community, it needs the High Speed Rail.
Martinez responded that there is 

City Council candidates forum helps inform voters

From left, candidate John Kim, candidate Vince Martinez, moderator Jill Drescher, Wasco Women’s Club 

President Cheryl Woody, candidate Florirene Olvera and candidate David Ward.

See FORUM Page 4
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Hermosa Boutique
2020-B4433

570 9th St
McFarland, CA 93250
County: Kern County
Mailing address of business:
570 9th St
McFarland, CA 93250
Katrina Ortega
570 9th St
McFarland, CA 93250
Sara Ortega 
570 9th St
McFarland, CA 93250
The business is conducted by: Gen-
eral Partnership
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 

business and professions code.)
/s/Sara Ortega
Date Statement Filed: 10/07/2020
Date Statement Expires: 10/07/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Wasco Tribune October 15, 
22, 29, November 5, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT 

PROCESSING
NOVEMBER 3, 2020
GENERAL ELECTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:
The processing of vote by mail ballots 
shall be open to the public, both prior 
to and after the election. (Pursuant 
to California Elections Code, Section 
15104)
The processing of ballots will take 
place at:
Kern County Elections Division
1115 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, CA. 93301
And will commence on:
 Monday, October 5, 2020 at 8:00 

a.m.
The counting of ballots will take place 
at:
Kern County Elections Division
1115 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, CA. 93301
And will commence on:
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 at 8:00 
p.m.
By:  Mary B. Bedard, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
County of Kern
(A copy of this notice is available in 
Spanish.)
(Una copia de este aviso en español 
está disponible.)
Publish Wasco Tribune October 22, 
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District
NOTICE of Board Meeting Date 

Change
NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN that the No-
vember 2020 meeting of the Board 
of Directors of Shafter-Wasco Irri-
gation District will be held Tuesday, 
November 10, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. at 

the District Office located at 16294 
Highway 43, Wasco, CA 93280 (cor-
ner of Kimberlina Road and Hwy 43). 
Subsequent meetings will be held the 
second Wednesday of each month at 
9:00 a.m.
Dated: October 15, 2020
Dana S. Munn
General Manager-Secretary of the 
Board of Directors
Publish Wasco Tribune October 22, 
29, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

C R A
2020-B4319

638 F Street
Wasco, CA 93280
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
638 F Street
Wasco, CA 93280
Mohammed Jaatit
1721 Lupine Ct
Wasco, CA 93280
The business is conducted by: Indi-

vidual
Date the business commenced: 
12/06/2010
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Mohammed Jaatit
Date Statement Filed: 10/2/2020
Date Statement Expires: 10/2/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Wasco Tribune October  22, 
29, November 5, 12, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Reyes Transportation
2020-B4213

545 Browning Rd
McFarland, CA 93250

County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
545 Browning Rd
McFarland, CA 93250
Alejandro Reyes
545 Browning Rd
McFarland, CA 93250
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
9-03-2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Alejandro Reyes
Date Statement Filed: 09/22/2020
Date Statement Expires: 09/22/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Wasco Tribune October  22, 
29, November 5, 12, 2020

Omer Charles Adams
Omer Charles Adams 

was a beloved husband 
and father. Omer was born 
January 18, 1941 in Po-
teau, Oklahoma. He came 
to California by Greyhound 
bus in 1957 at 16 years old 
with his family, where they 
settled in Arvin. He met 
and fell immediately in 
love with Lydia Soto in the 
early 1970s. They raised six 
children in Lost Hills. He 
moved his family to Wasco 
in 1996 where the family 
grew, and they welcomed 
many grandchildren. Omer 
was a hardworking man 
who worked for 19 years 
at the Lost Hills Water Dis-
trict, where he retired from 
in 2007. 

Omer is survived by his 
wife, Lydia Adams, and 
children: Alfred, Fabian, 
James, Jessica, and Phillip, 
and many grandchildren 
and great grandchildren, 
along with brothers Bill 
Adams, Joe Adams, and 
Sam Adams. Omer was 
proceeded in death by his 
daughter Sara D. Soto, and 
his siblings Dorothy Lewis, 
Betty Dill, William Adams, 
and his parents Emma and 

Edgar Adams.
His favorite past times 

included spending time 
with his children and grand-
children, watching Western 
movies, fishing with family, 
rooting for the 49ers, eat-
ing good food, and watch-
ing the hummingbirds that 

would come to his window. 
He was a man of a few 
words but left a lasting im-
pact. Omer had a heart of 
gold and was a very humble 
man who would do any-
thing for anyone. We are 
now celebrating him going 
home to our Lord. He was 
deeply loved by his entire 
family and will always live 
on in our hearts. 

Visitation will be held 
at Peters Funeral Home in 
Wasco, Tuesday October 
27, from 4:00 to 8:00, with 
Recitation of the Rosary 
beginning at 6:00.  Funeral 
Mass will be celebrated 
at St. John the Evangelist 
Church, Wednesday Octo-
ber 28, beginning at 10:00, 
and interment will follow 
at Wasco Memorial Park.  
Condolences may be made 
at PetersFuneralHomes.
com 

OBITUARIES

DEATH NOTICES
 Maria Luisa Vargas de Lua,  61, 

of Bakersfield passed away Oct. 18 
in Bakersfield. Basham-Lara Fu-
neral Care Shafter.

Jo Ruth Armstrong,  88, of Ba-

kersfield passed away Oct. 15. Pe-
ters Funeral Home Shafter.

 Gloria Mora De Garcia,  76, of 
Wasco passed away Oct. 14 in Bakers-
field. Peters Funeral Home Wasco.

 Madeline Mary Romero,  64, of 
Wasco passed away Oct. 15 in Was-
co. Peters Funeral Home Wasco.

 Randy McNatt,  49, of Shafter 
passed away Oct. 18. Peters Funeral 

Home Shafter.
Ruben Ornelas Banales,  58, 

of Shafter passed away Oct. 20 in 
Bakersfield. Basham-Lara Funeral 
Care Shafter.

Manuel “Angel” Cortez
1972-2020

 Angel was born May 
18, 1972 in Coalinga, CA to 
Gilberto and Estella Cortez. 
They moved to Lost Hills 
in 1973. He graduated from 
Wasco High in 1990. An-
gel married the love of his 
life Kelli Cortez September 
25, 2010. He worked for 
Wasco State Prison for 18 
years. He was a member of 
the Lion’s Club in Shafter. 
He coached youth football 
for 3 years in Lost Hills. 
He  helped with the Shafter 
Quakes basketball team. 
He was able to be an extra 
in the TV show Speechless.

He has two beloved sons, 
Augustine and his wife Jo-
anna Cruz, and Angel Cor-
tez, his youngest son. An-
gel is a godfather to Lucas, 
Devin and Aaliyah.  Brother 

to Elida and her husband 
Margarito Avila, Jorge and 
his wife Andrea Rocha, and 
Gilberto and his wife Van-
essa Cortez. Uncle to many 
nieces and nephews. Angel 
passed away with his wife 
and son by his side Oct. 18, 

2020 in Pasadena.
Family would like to 

thank Mercy Memorial 
Home Health for all of their 
services, especially Joann 
Gaede and Hilda Reyes. 
Also thank you to the staff 
at Memorial Hospital, Dr. 
Nick Hansa for all of his 
support, love and kindness 
he showed to Angel and his 
family and the doctors and 
staff at Premier Medical as-
sociates.

Visitation is Monday, 
October 26, from 4-8pm at 
Peters Funeral Home Was-
co.

With Recitation of the 
Holy Rosary  prayed at 6pm

 Funeral Mass is Tues-
day, October 27, at 1pm at 
St. John's Catholic Church, 
Wasco

Interment to follow at 
Wasco Memorial Park

tion is planned for all students that wish to 
return “in-person” beginning Jan. 26.

Tallon stated that any family may keep 
their student on full-time distance learn-
ing for the remainder of the year instead of 
returning to school for “in-person” instruc-
tion.

The Community Department of Pub-
lic Health guidance for COVID-19 will 

be followed by the schools and students 
will maintain social distance and wear 
masks.

Tallon said that athletics conditioning 
will begin with fall sports on Oct. 26. This 
includes cross country, football and girls 
golf teams.

In addition, athletic practices will begin 
in November and games are planned for 
early January.

trict needs to fill out the required grant ap-
plication. 

The district is also coordinating a Drive-
Thru Trunk or Treat event for Friday, Oct. 
30 at Barker Park. 

“As of Oct. 16, we have 18 participants 
who have signed up after receiving their 
packet,” Sharp said. “We are hoping to get 
around 30 participants.” Sharp said that the 
packet explains the logistics of the event.

In addition, the Recreation and Parks 
District will be having a movie night on 
Saturday, Oct. 24 at Barker Square where 
Café 101 and Tropicana Market are located 

on Highway 46. More information will be 
forthcoming.

If anyone is interested in signing up for 
the Trunk or Treat event, contact the Recre-
ation and Parks District at 758-3081.

Sharp also mentioned that the parks 
would be opening up slowly. One family 
at a time will be allowed in the park for a 
30-minute maximum visit.

“If someone else wants to enjoy the 
park, they must wait in the parking lot until 
the previous visitors leave the park area,” 
Sharp said. “We want to continue follow-
ing COVID-19 protocols with the wearing 
of masks and safe distancing.”

Parks also hosting 
Trunk or Treat event
From Page 1

From Page 1

Families make decision 
on in-person or virtual

Principal of Wasco High School Kevin Tallon at a previous Rotary Club meeting.

him that a church in Shafter was in need 
of a lead pastor. Gomez hung up the phone 
and called his wife. Candy still wasn’t sure 
about taking the position in Shafter. As they 
explored the position at the church, Gomez 
said, “We could see clearly that Shafter 
Christian Fellowship was definitely for us.”

On Sept. 19, they were installed as the 
new lead pastors at SFC. 

Gomez said that this is new territory for 
them. Growing up as a church planter’s son, 
Gomez said that he knew that he was ca-
pable to lead at this time. 

“Although becoming pastors during 
the pandemic leaves a lot of questions, we 
know that people need the ‘Good News,’ 
the Gospel now more than ever,” he said.

“Our communities are filled with ques-
tions, elections, social unrest, and finan-
cial difficulties. What we do know is the 
hope of Christ. SCF will be a light in the 
community of Shafter,” he continued. 
Gomez said that all are welcome and they 
want to love far, deep, and wide. Mario also 
serves as a chaplain at Adventist Health, 
where Candy is a nurse manager. Gomez is 
also a big Dodgers fan, loves to be with his 
family, and spend time with his four grand-
children.

Candy loves to jog, share her time with 
family, and with her grandchildren.

Shafter Christian Fellowship is at 632 
James St. Sunday Gathering is at 10:30 a.m. 
and there is a Bible Study every Wednesday 
night at 7 p.m.

'Shafter Christian 
Fellowship was 
definitely for us'
From Page 1
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	 THE SHAFTER PRESS

 2 AUTO/MOTORCYCLES
1991 GMC Sierra 1500. New 
motor/transmission 95,000 
miles. Saw blade type 
wheels, new belts, smogged/
tagged. $2500 OBO. Call/text 
661-549-9890.

FOR SALE 2005 Chrysler 
300, $1,800 Clean Tags, 
NON-OP. NEW parts, custom 
rims, needs work etc. Call 
(661) 340-1544

DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV to receive a major tax 
deduction. Help homeless 
pets. Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. Free 
Estimate and Pickup.  LA-
PETSALIVE.ORG 1-833-772-
2632 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Va-
cation, Tax Deductible, Free 
Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-844-491-
2884 (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration 
by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 
Any condition, top $ paid! 
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 
1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@yahoo.
com (CalSCAN)
 
 5   MISC. FOR SALE
FOR SALE Large BBQ Trailer 
with 3 Diamond Plated Stor-
age boxes. $800 OBO. Call/
text 661-549-9890.

The difference in winning 
and  losing market share is 
how businesses use their ad-
vertising dollars. We deliver 
the largest consortium of  
trusted  news publishers in 
California and beyond. For 
more info on multi-market 
solutions call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cece-
lia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. Mark 
Twain said, “Many a small 
thing has been made large 
by the right kind of ad-
vertising”.  So why spend 
your hard-earned dollars 
on social media where you 
already have an audience? 
For more info call Cecelia 
@ (916) 288-6011 or cece-
lia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ power 
to connect to nearly 13 mil-
lion of the state’s readers 
who are an engaged audi-
ence, makes our services 

an indispensable marketing 
solution. For more info call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing an election is how 
campaign dollars are spent. 
Get the best ROI by using our 
deep relationships in every 
community in California. Our 
on-the-ground knowledge is 
indispensable to campaigns 
that want results. For more 
info on multi-market ethnic 
and non-ethnic solutions call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the door Omaha 
Steaks! Get 4 FREE Burgers. 
Order The Griller’s Bundle-
ONLY $79.99. 1-877-882-
4248 Use Code 63281PAM 
or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
family06 (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5. 1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 
24 hour oxygen use. Com-
pact and Lightweight. Get a 
Free Info kit today: 1-844-
359-3976. (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator! No 
more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 
Call the Oxygen Concentra-
tor Store: 1-844-653-7402 
(Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on your diabetic sup-
plies! Convenient home ship-
ping for monitors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, catheters and 

more! To learn more, call 
now! 1-855-702-3408. (Cal-
SCAN)

DIRETTV-Switch and Save! 
$39.99/month. Select All-
Included Package. 155 Chan-
nels. 1000s of Shows/Mov-
ies On Demand. FREE Genie 
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium 
movie channels, FREE for 3 
mos! Call 1-888-641-5762 
(Cal-SCAN)

 6      MISC WANTED
BE WARY OF out of area com-
panies. Check with the local 
Better Business Bureau be-
fore you send any money for 
fees or services. Read and 
understand any contracts 
before you sign. Shop around 
for rates. 
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         OPPORTUNITY
Become a published Au-
thor. We want to Read Your 
Book! Dorrance Publishing 
–Trusted by Authors Sine 
1920 Book manuscript 
submissions currently be-
ing reviewed. Comprehen-
sive Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion and 
Distribution. Call for Your 
Free Author’s Guide 1-877-
538-9554 or visit http://
d o r r a n c e i n f o . c o m / C a l i 
(Cal-SCAN)

 10       SERVICES
Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ 
BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief 1-888-508-6305. (Cal-
SCAN)

Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? 
NEW relief programs can re-
duce your payments. Learn 
your options. Good credit not 
necessary. Call the Helpline 
866-305-5862 (Mon-Fri 9 
a.m. -5 p.m. Eastern) (Cal 
–SCAN)

Need some cash! Sell us 
your unwanted gold, jewelry, 
watches & diamonds. Call 
Gold Geek 1-844-905-1684. 
BBB A PLUS RATED. Request 
your 100 percent FREE, no 
risk, no strings attached ap-
praisal kit. Call today! (Cal-
SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for profes-
sional cleanup & maintain the 
value of your home!  Set an 
appt. today! Call 1-855-401-
7069 (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get 
a quote within minutes. Av-
erage savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Eastern) (CAL-
SCAN)
Stay in your home longer 

with an American Standard 
Walk-in Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free 
toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-844-252-0740) 
(Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-
blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off 
Entire Purchase. 10% Se-
nior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-855-424-7581 
(Cal-SCAN)

 11           PETS
FREE neutered farm cats. 
661-392-5101 or 661-747-
8679.

 17     REAL ESTATE
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Es-
tate loans. Credit unimport-
ant. V.I.P. Trust Deed Com-
pany www.viploan.com call 
1-818-248-0000. Broker-
principal DRE 01041073. 
No consumer loans. (Cal-
SCAN)

39 ACRE SELF SUFFICIANCY 
HOMESTEAD- $128 MONTH-
Outstanding buy on quiet-
secluded off grid northern 
Arizona homestead at cool 
clear 5,800’ elev. Entirely 
useable grassy meadowland 
with sweeping views of sur-
rounding red rock ridges. 
Situated within a secluded 
valley location surrounded by 
thousands of acres of unin-
habited wilderness. Bordered 
by 1,280 acres of uninhabit-
ed State Trust land. Free well 
water access, rich loam gar-
den soil, and ideal year round 
climate. No urban noise and 

dark sky nights. Zoned for 
livestock. Camping and RV 
use ok. Maintained road ac-
cess. On Special at $19,990, 
$1,990 dn. with no qualifying 
seller finacing. Free brochure 
with similar property descrip-
tions, photos/terrain maps/ 
weather data/ nearby pioneer 
town info. 1st United Realty. 
1-800-966-6690 (Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST 
CASH - Any Condition. Fam-
ily owned & Operated . Same 
day offer!  (951) 777-2518 
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM 
(Cal-SCAN)
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Sherry Knapp
Loan Offi cer, DRE#01174802 • NMLS#242213

(661)758-3003
Cell: (661)303-9556
Fax: (661)758-3670
1001 7th Street, Suite E • Wasco, CA 93280
E-mail: knapp_she@yahoo.com
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Edwyna Lawrence, Realtor
CalBRE# 01291831

661-428-8882
edwyna@jordanlink.com
www.edwynalawrence.com

Room to roam 
with this 3 bdrm, 
2.75 bath on 1.5 
acres. $230,000

HOME FOR SALE

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL A HOME IN 2020? 

Take the first step and call today!
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COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
2 units of 2500 sq ft each of rentable 

space and 15 storage units. 
All for $199,000.

Red Wagon Restaurant is for sale 50+ 
years plus as a restaurant in shafter. 

Can be a great Family run restaurant. 
Land + Business for sale $275,000

2 Industrial/Commercial 1/2 ac lots in 
Shafter on Ash Ave. Each $100,000

Sara Merlo, Realtor
661-717-1495

myrealtorsaramerlo@gmail.com
CALL SARA FOR EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

Mickie Harvey
Associate Broker • Certi� ed Property

Manager Specialist

Jim Graddy, Broker   Lic#00366083

746-1010

DRE01813239

We are locally owned 
& operated

If you are ready to sell or buy 
give us a call today!

GRADDY
& COMPANY
REAL ESTATE

MLS Service | DRE 00366083
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Martinez
Home Repair &

Remodeling
Drywall, Electrical, Roofing, 

Framing & Painting
Miguel 661.340.5888

LONE STAR
PLUMBING
– Certified Plumber –

661-573-1049
• Repairs • Remodels • Systems

Lic#1046399

Elegant Landscape 
& Maintenance

Sprinkler installation, repair, 
clean-ups, concrete work

sod & maintenance
Spanish/English

(661) 746-0243

FOR SALE 
large BBQ trailer
With 3 Diamond 

plated storage boxes.
$800 OBO 

$661-549-9890

1991 GMC Sierra 1500
New Motor and transmission

95,000 miles. Saw blade 
type wheels, new belts.
Runs good needs some 

upholstery work.
Just smogged/licensed.

$2500 OBO 661-549-9890

6770 North West Ave.
Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93711
(559) 432-0681

Central California Directories

PROOF SHEET

Directory:

Date:
Ad Size:

Client:
Ad #: SFW19.04509b.eps

Wise Real Estate

DQCW
02/27/19

Real EstateShafter Wasco 2019

Is Phone Number Correct?
Is Address Correct?

Yes ___  No ___
Yes ___  No ___

___  Ad OK as is
___  Ad OK after indicated changes

Approved

Signature Date

Classification:

Please Return This Proof Within 3 Days
Central California Directories will not be held responsible for proof corrections after 3 days or incorrect information
approved by the customer. Failure to return Advertising Proof within 3 days will indicate approval of all ad copy.

Please fax signed proof to:
FAX (559) 432-9821

Residential • Commercial
Farm Land

Domino Castro
Broker

Lic # 01456828
760 East Lerdo Hwy. • Shafter, CA 93263

WISE REAL ESTATE

OFFICE: 661-746-3341

Mario Nuñez
Realtor

Lic # 02077489
Cell 661-472-7746

CELL: 661-428-9658

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Serving Shafter, Wasco & Kern County

Office: 661-746-3341 • Cell: 661-428-9658
760 East Lerdo Hwy • Shafter, CA 93263

SHAFTER & WASCO

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Domingo Castro, Broker - Lic.#01456828
Mario Nunez Saavedra, Agent DRE - Lic.#02077489

126 Golden West Ave - 3 bedroom, one 
bathroom and one Car Garage built in 1985, 
over 1,200 sf on a huge lot. Asking $209,950

Frito-Lay - 3 Bedrooms, 2 Barh, Manufactured 
Home, located in the Frito-Lay area on 1.25 
acre lot. Price to sell $199,950
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HOW TO 
ORDER YOUR 
CLASSIFIED

​IN PERSON
​O​ur Offices ​at 

406 Central Ave., Shafter​. 
Open 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m.​

BY ​M​AIL
​Ma​il your ad, or prepay-

ment to our office: Shafter 
Press, P.O. Box ​789, 
Shafter, CA 93263, 

​661-292-5100

BY FAX
Fax your ad to 

661-292-5077.

ONLINE
Send an email to clas-

sified@theshafterpress.
com or classified@

wascotrib.com

HOW ​T​O A​DVERTISE
​E​FFECTIVELY AND
​E​CONOMICALLY

  Our ​s​ales representatives 
are pleased to help you com-
pose the most effective ad at 
a minimum cost. Here are 
two key points to remember 
about your ads:
  1​. ​If it’s an item you’re sell-
ing, remember to include as 
much information as pos-
sible The more potential buy-
ers know about the item you 
have for sale​,​ the more inter-
est they have in calling you.
  2​.​ Our reputation for Clas-
sified Advertising results is 
excellent. But not every po-
tential buyer will read your 
ad on the same day. The 
majority of our private party 
advertisers take advantage 
of our discount rates. This 
simply means that you order 
your ad for ​two​ consecutive 
issues, but should you get 
the results you desire before 
the ad has expired, you may 
call and cancel the ad and 
be refunded for the days the 
ad did not appear. Except for 
GR ​– no refunds or changes 
accepted.

GENERAL POLICY
 1. Rates and deadlines 
subject to change without 
notice.
 2. The Shafter Press and 
Wasco Tribune make ev-
ery effort to avoid errors in 
advertisements. Each ad is 
carefully read back for ap-
proval. However, mistakes 
sometimes slip through. 
We ask that you check your 
ad carefully. If you should 
find an error, report it to 
the Classified Department 
right away by calling  661-
292-5100 and asking for 
Classified. We regret that 
we cannot be responsible 
for more than one incorrect 
publication if you do not 
call the error to our atten-
tion. The Shafter Press and 
Wasco Tribune cannot be li-
able for an amount greater 
than the amount paid for 
such advertising.

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS..

PUBLIC NOTICES

RICHLAND
SCHOOL DISTRICT
Nutritional Services Technician I - 

3.5 hrs/day. Temporary schedule: 
10:30am - 2:00pm. Regular schedule 

(split shift): 7:45am - 9am 10:15am -12:30pm. 
Candidate must be able to work both 

schedules.

Yard Duty Supervisor - 3.75 hrs/day 
(1 position at Junior High & 2 positions 

at Sequoia Elementary)

Minimum qualifications for both positions: 
High school diploma or equivalent.

To review the essential job functions 
and apply, visit the Richland School 

District website at: www.rsdshafter.org
Deadline: October 23, 2020

Equal Opportunity Employer
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T

CLASSIFIEDS CALL 661-292-5100 
TO ADVERTISE

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
Johnson Farms

2020-B4135
16212 Becky Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
16212 Becky Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Mark Johnson
16212 Becky Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Kathie Jayne Johnson
16212 Becky Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Michael Jay Johnson
541 Superior Road
Bakersfield, CA 93314
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Gen-
eral Partnership
Date the business commenced: 
08/08/2002
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Kathie Johnson
Date Statement Filed: 09/16/2020
Date Statement Expires: 09/16/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press October 1, 8, 
15, 22,  2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Statement of Abandonment Of

Use Of Fictitious Business Name
Johnson Farms

16212 Becky Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
16212 Becky Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93314

Mark Johnson
16212 Becky Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Kathie Jayne Johnson
16212 Becky Ave.
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Michael Jay Johnson
541 Superior Road
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Janean Johnson
541 Superior Road
Bakersfield, CA 93314
I declare that all information in this 
Statement is true and correct. (A 
registrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime.)
Business was conducted by: General 
Partnership
/s/Kathie Johnson, Partner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2017-B4032
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
06/02/2017
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 09/16/2020
I hereby certify that this is a correct 
copy of the original statement on file 
in my office.
Mary B. Bedard, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco, Deputy
   Publish  Shafter Press  October 1, 8, 
15, 22, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
G&G Truck Repair

2020-B4315
3301 Henry Ln
Bakersfield, CA 93308
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
414 Santa Maria Way
Shafter, CA 93263
Gilberto R Piña
414 Santa Maria Way
Shafter, CA 93263
Gerardo R Salas
4753 Judd St
Bakersfield, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: Gen-
eral Partnership

Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Gilberto R Piña
Date Statement Filed: 10/01/2020
Date Statement Expires: 10/01/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press October 15, 22, 
29, November 5, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Stewart Home Services
2020-B4351

4205 Tweeddale Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93311
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
4205 Tweeddale Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93311
Bobby Allen Stewart
4205 Tweeddale Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93311
Karen Michelle Stewart
4205 Tweeddale Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93311
State of Incoporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Mar-
ried Couple
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Bobby Stewart, Karen Stewart
Date Statement Filed: 10/05/2020
Date Statement Expires: 10/05/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,

Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press October 15, 22, 
29, November 5, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF VOTE BY MAIL BALLOT 

PROCESSING
NOVEMBER 3, 2020
GENERAL ELECTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:
The processing of vote by mail ballots 
shall be open to the public, both prior 
to and after the election. (Pursuant 
to California Elections Code, Section 
15104)
The processing of ballots will take 
place at:
Kern County Elections Division
1115 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, CA. 93301
And will commence on:
 Monday, October 5, 2020 at 8:00 
a.m.
The counting of ballots will take place 
at:
Kern County Elections Division
1115 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, CA. 93301
And will commence on:
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 at 8:00 
p.m.
By:  Mary B. Bedard, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
County of Kern
(A copy of this notice is available in 
Spanish.)
(Una copia de este aviso en español 
está disponible.)
Publish Shafter Press October 22, 
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Shafter-Wasco Irrigation District
NOTICE of Board Meeting Date 

Change
NOTICE IS HERBY GIVEN that the No-
vember 2020 meeting of the Board 
of Directors of Shafter-Wasco Irri-
gation District will be held Tuesday, 
November 10, 2020 at 9:00 a.m. at 
the District Office located at 16294 
Highway 43, Wasco, CA 93280 (cor-
ner of Kimberlina Road and Hwy 43). 

Subsequent meetings will be held the 
second Wednesday of each month at 
9:00 a.m.
Dated: October 15, 2020
Dana S. Munn
General Manager-Secretary of the 
Board of Directors
Publish Shafter Press October 22, 29, 
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Director of the Kern County Plan-
ning and Natural Resources Depart-
ment, who has been designated the 
Hearing Officer, will, on Thursday, No-
vember 19, 2020, at 10:00 a.m., in 
the Conference Room, Kern County 
Planning and Natural Resources 
Department, 2700 “M” Street, Suite 
100, Bakersfield, CA, consider the 
following:
1.  (a)  A Zone Variance to allow a 
27,007-square-foot (net) parcel 
where a minimum 20 acres is re-
quired in the A (Exclusive Agriculture) 
District; (b)  Lot Line Adjustment No. 
28-18, proposing an adjustment of lot 
lines resulting in a 27,007-square-
foot (net) homesite parcel and a 
40.01-acre (gross) agricultural 
parcel; Northwest corner of Polar 
Avenue and Riverside Street in the 
Shafter area; Environmental Review:  
Common Sense Exemption, Section 
15061(b)(3), Categorically Exempt, 
Section 15305 ; Ralph Goehring by 
Nelms Surveying, Inc. (PP21123), ap-
plicant; Staff Planner Suzanne Han-
sen, Planner II, (661) 862-5006
The application(s), environmental 
document(s), and complete legal 
description(s) for this request are on 
file in the office of the Planning and 
Natural Resources Department  and 
are available for public review.
Anyone wishing to give testimony 
on this request will be heard.  If you 
challenge the action taken on this 
request in court, you may be limited 
to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public 
hearing described in this notice, or in 
written correspondence delivered to 

the Planning and Natural Resources 
Department at, or prior to, the public 
hearing.  Written comments received 
by November 3, 2020, in support or 
opposition of this request will be in-
corporated into the staff report pre-
sented at the hearing.  Additional in-
formation may be obtained by calling 
the Staff planner assigned to the case 
at above-listed telephone number.
LORELEI H. OVIATT, AICP, Director
Planning and Natural Resources De-
partment
2700 “M” Street, Suite 100
Bakersfield, CA 93301
Publish Shafter Press October 22, 
2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

MG’s Heavenly Crystals and More
2020-B4589

402 Ellie Ct.
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
Mailing address of business:
402 Ellie Ct.
Shafter, CA 93263
Maria Cruz Garcia
402 Ellie Ct.
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
09/30/2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Maria Garcia
Date Statement Filed: 10/19/2020
Date Statement Expires: 10/19/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/R Roberts - Martin
Publish Shafter Press October 22, 29, 
November 5, 12, 2020
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Kern County, California

Curbside Ballot
Drop-off locations

 Kern County Elections Division
1115 Truxtun Avenue, 1st �oor
Bakers�eld, CA. 93301-4639

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
(except  holidays)

Phone: (661) 868-3590
Toll Free: 
1-800-452-VOTE (8683)

TTY: 1 (800) 735-2929
E-Mail: elections@kerncounty.com

kernvote.com

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Saturday, October 17, October 24, October 31

Locations:
Bakersfield College (Haley Street Entrance) 

CSU Bakersfield (Icardo Center)

The following Kern County Library Branches:
- Arvin 
- Delano
- Frazier Park
- Kern River Valley
- Ridgecrest 

- Rosamond
- Taft 
- Tehachapi 
- Wasco 

@KernCounty_Elections@KernElections@KernCountyElections

Kern County, California

Curbside Ballot
Drop-off locations

 Kern County Elections Division
1115 Truxtun Avenue, 1st �oor
Bakers�eld, CA. 93301-4639

Monday - Friday 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
(except  holidays)

Phone: (661) 868-3590
Toll Free: 
1-800-452-VOTE (8683)

TTY: 1 (800) 735-2929
E-Mail: elections@kerncounty.com

kernvote.com

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Saturday, October 17, October 24, October 31

Locations:
Bakersfield College (Haley Street Entrance) 

CSU Bakersfield (Icardo Center)

The following Kern County Library Branches:
- Arvin 
- Delano
- Frazier Park
- Kern River Valley
- Ridgecrest 

- Rosamond
- Taft 
- Tehachapi 
- Wasco 

@KernCounty_Elections@KernElections@KernCountyElections

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Saturday, October 24
Saturday, October 31

Locations:
Bakersfield College 

(Haley Street Entrance)
CSU Bakersfield 

(Icardo Center)
The following Kern County 

Library Branches:
- Arvin	 - Rosamond
- Delano		 - Taft
- Frazier Park	 - Tehachapi
- Ridgecrest	 - Wasco
- Kern River Valley

Curbside Ballot
Drop-off locations

Kern County, California


