
JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Caleb Carrasco, a 
Shafter High senior, will 
ring in the new year in the 
United Kingdom, leading 
a band through downtown 
London as part of their 
New Year’s Day Parade.

Carrasco is excited 
about the opportunity and 
is looking forward to going 
overseas to continue his 
musical journey.

Caleb began playing in 
the school band in the sev-
enth grade and is proficient 
in the bass guitar, tuba and 
trombone. He is the head 
drum major at Shafter 
High, conducting the music and leading the team during 
their on-field performances.

A General is 
heading to 
London

SHAFTER

Carrasco began his musi-
cal journey more than five 
years ago.

VERONICA JACUINDE
Wasco Tribune

There was a ribbon cutting to celebrate the completion 
of the Poso Avenue High-Speel Rail underpass that is now 
open to traffic. 

The Poso Avenue un-
derpass is located between Highway 43 and J Street. It has 
four lanes and pedestrian access, taking traffic and pedes-
trians under the BNSF freight railroad and future high-
speed rail tracks. 

The Poso Avenue underpass is 1,084 feet long, 67 feet 
wide and 21 feet below grade. 

The underpass is the latest structure to be opened to 
traffic in Kern County, and the sixth structure to be com-
pleted in the Central Valley this year.
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The Shafter Press

The Shafter Lions Club, part-
nering with Assemblymember Jas-
meet Bains, held their annual Stuff 
the Bus event in Shafter on Satur-
day, helping the students of Rich-
land School District to be properly 
prepared for the school year.

“This event shows the outstand-
ing support that the community of 
Shafter gives to its students,” said 
Gilbert Alvarado, of the Shafter Li-
ons Club. 

During the event, donations 
were accepted at the Dollar Gen-
eral store parking lot, with a large 
school bus ready to house the 
items. Items accepted included 
backpacks, notebooks, pencils, 
other supplies to prepare kids for 

the upcoming school year.
Alvarado said that the donations 

will be distributed throughout the 
Richland School District, with 
all of the items staying in the lo-
cal district. “This event is great for 
the community, and it really shows 
what a caring city we live in,” said 
Rolando Hernandez, who donated 
four backpacks and some writ-
ing supplies to the cause. “When I 
was growing up, there were times 
that we didn’t have enough paper 
or pencils for school. It was really 
hard. We didn’t have events like 
this that helps the kids who may 
need it.”

The event was also attended by 
Acelerados Offroad, the off-road-
ing club, which displayed a variety 

of offroad vehicles. There were over 
a dozen all-terrain vehicles in the 
parking lot, giving the kids in atten-
dance a thrill as they checked them 
out and sat in a few of them.

The event has been helping the 
district for over five years, each year 
getting more supplies added to the 
generous haul enjoyed by the kids 
who might not have enough paper, 
pencils, or even a backpack without 
some help.

“We want to thank the commu-
nity, as well as the sponsors with us 
for the success of this event. The 
big winners are the kids, who will 
be able to begin the school year 
without worry.”

The distribution will take place 
before the school year begins and 
will include all five of the Richland 
schools.

Shafter community gives to 
students by stuffing the bus

Cutting ribbon 
for city's new
underpass

VERONICA JACUINDE
Wasco Tribune

The Charles Wedel family will lead the 
2023 Wasco Rose Festival as grand mar-
shals, and Wasco VFW Post 6742 will be 
the honorary grand marshals, organizers 
announced last week.

The Orange Heart Foundation and 
Wasco Rose Festival committee an-
nounced the selections late last month. 

"We are excited to honor the late 
Charles Wedel and his family, as well as the 
VFW for their years of service to our com-
munity," Orange Heart Foundation secre-
tary/Wasco Rose Festival group member 
Orquidea Ocampo said. 

"Last year, we established the honorary 
grand marshal component to recognize the 
selflessness of groups and organizations in 
Wasco. Unfortunately, VFW is closing, but 
we are honored to highlight their contribu-
tions to Wasco from 1946 through 2023." 

Commander James Medrano shared, 
"We are honored and flattered by this hon-

or. It has been a privilege to be supported 
by and give back to this community."

He said it started in 1946. 
"We used to have VFW parades and ro-

deos at the ballpark," Medrano recalled.
Over the years, they continued with 

their service by sponsoring Rose Queen 
candidates, Little League baseball teams, 
the Boy Scouts, the city’s fireworks festival, 
the Relay for Life cancer walk, a youth Pa-
triot's Pen essay contest, and honored the 
flag at high school athletic games.

"We also visited soldier's wives for sup-
port when their loved ones were off to 
war," Medrano said. 

Similarly, the Wedel family has demon-
strated a long tradition of public service in 
Wasco. 

"Our family has been involved in the com-
munity of Wasco in a variety of ways. Multiple 
family members have served on boards dat-
ing back to the ‘70s, which include Semitropic 

Wedels, VFW to be honored at Rose Festival

The Wedel family: Back row, from left, Nick, Jeremy, Chris, Jeff and Kyle. Middle row, 
from left, Braedon, Angie, Amanda, Valerie, Sonia and Madison. Front row, from 
left, Brody, Mickie, Braxton, Chuck and Charlie. Grandkids not pictured, Carson, RJ, 
Rose and Max.See WEDALS Page 6

Representatives from Assemblymember Jasmeet Bains’ office joined Shafter Police Chief Kevin Zimmermann, 
Shafter Lions Club’s Gilbert Alvarado, County Supervisor David Couch and other dignitaries at the event.

From left, City Manager Scott Hurlbert, Mayor Vincent 
Martinez and California HSR Authority CEO Brian P. Kelly.

Members of Acelerados Offroad pose with a couple of their all-terrain vehicles that were on display.
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SHAFTER
As reported by the Shafter 

Police Department
JULY 29
Brandy Laray Smith, 28, 

was arrested in the 3000 
block of Santa Fe Highway 
for disorderly conduct: al-
cohol.

AUG. 1
Sierra Ashley Cravette, 

22, of Shafter, was arrested 
in the 100 block of West 
Lerdo Highway on a bench 
warrant/failure to appear 
on a misdemeanor charge.

AUG. 2
Joan Baltazar Medrano, 

22, of Shafter, was arrested 
for robbery in the first de-
gree.

AUG. 5
Erik Solarzano, 43, of 

Shafter, was arrested in the 
100 block of West Orange 
Avenue for disorderly con-
duct: intoxication, drug 
and alcohol.

BUTTONWILLOW
As reported by the Kern 

County Sheriff’s Office, But-
tonwillow substation:

AUG. 1
Alex Neri, 39, of Was-

co, was arrested in the 
31900 block of Famoso 
Road in McFarland for 
felony vandalism, battery 
on spouse and on a mis-
demeanor warrant.  He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.

AUG. 3
Javier Bartolo, 52, of 

Van Nuys, was arrested in 

the 300 block of Central 
Valley Highway in Shafter 
on a felony remand.  He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.  

Jeffery Cockrell, 57, 
of Buttonwillow, was ar-
rested at the intersection of 
East Front Street and Main 
Street in Buttonwillow for 
battery on a spouse.  He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.  

German Morales, 33, 
of Buttonwillow, was ar-
rested at the intersection of 
East Front Street and Main 
Street in Buttonwillow on a 
misdemeanor bench war-
rant.  He was booked into 
the Kern County Jail.  

WASCO
As reported by the Kern 

County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment, Wasco substation: 

JULY 31
Martha Alvarado, 62, of 

Wasco, was arrested near 
the 1000 block of Central 
Avenue for misdemeanor 
driving without a license. 
She was cited and released 
at the scene. 

Ramiro Montez, 55, of 
Wasco, was arrested in the 
300 block of E Street on 
misdemeanor bench war-
rants. He was cited and re-
leased at the scene.

Raquel Lopez Perez, 34, 
of Wasco, was arrested in 
the 300 block of E Street for 
misdemeanor possession of 
controlled substance para-
phernalia. She was cited 
and released at the scene. 

AUG. 1
Joel Betancourt, 35, of 

Wasco, was arrested near 
the intersection of Maple 
Avenue and Highway 46 
on felony and misdemean-
or bench warrants. He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail. 

Jermain Maston, 38, 
of Wasco, was arrested in 
the 1800 block of Gas-
ton Street for felony bur-
glary and grand theft. He 

was booked into the Kern 
County Jail. 

AUG. 2
Ryan Sims, 50, of Was-

co, was arrested in the 2100 
block of Highway 46 for 
misdemeanor possession 
of controlled substance 
paraphernalia, and on a 
felony bench warrant. He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.

Dontreon Smith, 23, of 
Wasco, was arrested in the 

1000 block of Highway 
46 for driving without a 
license. He was cited and 
released at the scene. 

AUG. 3
Angel Bernal, 23, of 

Wasco, was arrested in the 
700 block of F Street on a 
misdemeanor bench war-
rant. He was cited and re-
leased at the scene. 
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Community Calendar
As activities restart and businesses reopen, we will try to update readers on the status of 

events and activities throughout the area. Please contact Erica Soriano with additions and 
changes at esoriano@TheShafterPress.com or call 661-292-5100 by Monday at 4 p.m. for 
that week’s paper.

Mystery history

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Shafter Historical Society. If you know the loca-
tion, circumstances, exact or rough date and/
or people in the photo, send your educated (or 
semieducated) guess to The Press, 455 Kern St., 
Suite E, Shafter, CA 93263, or e-mail it to mys-
teryphoto@The ShafterPress.com. Winners will 
be revealed here next week. LAST WEEK: Lupe 
Arismendez in the 1940s Mexican Colony, now La 
Colonia.

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the Was-
co Historical Society. If you know the location, cir-
cumstances, exact or rough date and/or people in 
the photo, send your educated (or semieducated) 
guess to the Tribune,  455 Kern St., Suite E, Shafter, 
CA 93263, or e-mail it to mysteryphoto@Wasco-
Trib.com. Winners will be revealed here next week. 
LAST WEEK: Digging potatoes in 1942 with Mr. 
Walden’s digger.

SHAFTER

ARREST REPORT

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Waste collection – Shafter-Wasco–

Kern County Public Works is hosting a 
household hazardous waste collection 
event Saturday, Aug. 12, at 17621 Scofield 
Ave., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Accepted materials 
include batteries, motor oil, paints, light 
bulbs, pool chemicals, automotive sup-
plies, cleaning products and more.

Recolección de Residuos – Kern Coun-
ty Public Works evento de cecolección de 
residuos peligrosos del hogar, Sábado 12 
de Agosto, 17621 Scofield Ave,  9 a.m.- 1 
p.m.Materiales aceptados-baterias, cceite 
de motor, pinturas, bombillas, objectos 
punzantes, productos de limpieza, ya mas!

 Cooling center – Kern County Cool-
ing Center (Centros De Enfriamiento 
Condado De Kern) at 505 Sunset Ave., the 
Walker Senior Center in Shafter, 1-8 p.m. 
Sponsored by Kern County Aging & Adult 
Services.

50-year reunion – Wasco High class 
of 1973 is looking for classmates for their 
50-year reunion Saturday, Oct. 7. Contact 
Marta Rodriguez-Poe at mapoe1982@
gmail.com or 661-303-3770.

ONGOING
Basic office skills classes – Wasco 

Adult School offers Bakersfield College 
basic office skills certificates. Register 
now. Call 661-758-7414 for more infor-
mation.

PRIDE Pantry donations needed – 
Help hurting families at Shafter High 
through donations of  personal hygiene 
items, clothing, household items and non-
perishable food. Drop off at the school of-
fice, 526 Mannel Ave.  Call Katie Young at 
on-campus intervention, 661-746-4961.

MONDAY
North Kern 4H – Meetings are held at 

Karl Clemens cafeteria at 7 p.m. the sec-
ond Monday of the month.  For more in-
formation, contact Chris at 661-809-2851.

Richland School board – Meetings are 
held the second Monday of the month at 6 
p.m. at Golden Oak Cafeteria, 195 S. Wall 
St.

TUESDAY
Shafter Recreation & Parks District–

Meetings are on the 2 nd Tuesdays of the 
month. Located at 505 Sunset Ave.Shafter 
Senior Center.

Shafter City Council – Meetings the 
first and third Tuesday of the month at 
City Hall, 336 Pacific Ave.

Wasco City Council  – Meetings first 
and third Tuesday of the month. Meetings 
are held at 746 8th St. at 6 p.m.

Wasco Woman’s Club – Meetings at 
the clubhouse, 1601 7th St., on the second 
Tuesday of the month. There is a $15 fee 
for the lunch meetings.

Senior lunch program – Meals offered 
the first  and third  Tuesday of the month 
at Griffith Avenue Baptist Church, 408 
Griffith St. Sack lunches for seniors will be 

given out at 11 a.m. Sponsored by Golden 
Gleaners.

Free farmer’s market – Westside Fam-
ily Fellowship hosts free senior food bank 
every fourth Tuesday of the month, 9-10 
a.m., 65 or older (ID required). 2150 Palm 
Ave., Wasco.

WEDNESDAY
Shafter Rotary – Meetings at 7 a.m. at 

the Shafter Veterans Hall. 
Shafter Kiwanis – Meetings Wednes-

days at 12 p.m. at the Shafter Veterans Hall.
Shafter Woman’s Club – Meetings are 

held the first Wednesday of the month, 
September

through May, starting at 11 a.m. at the 
Shafter Youth Center, 455 Euclid Ave.

THURSDAY
Wasco High School board – Meetings 

the second Thursday of the month at 1900 
7th St. in Room 202, or alternatively in Li-
brary Room 1101. Visit wuhs.wascouhsd.
org for agenda information.

Wasco Recreation and Park board – 
Meetings on the third Thursday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Hall at Barker Park.

Food distribution – Shafter Recreation 
and the Gleaners have food distribution 
every first and third Thursday of each 
month at the W.C. Walker Senior Center, 
505 Sunset Ave.

Free farmer’s market – Westside Fam-
ily Fellowship hosts every fourth Thursday 
of the month, 8-10 a.m. 2150 Palm Ave., 
Wasco.

FRIDAY
Food giveaway — The Impact Program 

is a weekly food giveaway provided to any-
one in need, Fridays beginning at 7 a.m. 
First come, first served. Griffith Avenue 
Baptist Church, 408 Griffith St., Wasco.

Bulky waste pickup – American Refuse 
offers free bulky waste pick-up service Fri-
days to all City of Shafter core residents. 
To schedule a pickup, use the app or call 
661-758-5316.  No sabes que hacer con 
esos articulos de basura grande? Llame a 
American Refuse 661-758-5316 o use su 
aplicación  para programar una recojida de 
estas articulos. Este servicio es gratis para 
todos los residents de la ciudad de Shafter 
(core residents).

SATURDAY
Depot Museum – Shafter Historical 

Society presents the city’s history. Free 
admittance. 150 Central Valley Highway. 
Open Saturdays, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.

Green Hotel tours – Shafter Historic 
Green Hotel is open to tours on the first 
Saturday of each month from 10:30 a.m.-3 
p.m. For more information about renting 
the hotel for events, email thegreenhotel@
gmail.com or phone 661-746-1913 and 
leave a message.

Minter Field Air Museum – Open Fri-
days and Saturdays 11 a.m.-2 p.m. at 401 
Vultee, Shafter. Admission free, donations 
accepted.

WASCO

See ARREST Page 3

CORRECTION
The Farmer's Market sponsored by Westside Church 

takes place every fourth Thursday of the month, with the 
next one occurring on Aug. 24. The date was wrong in a 
story in last week’s paper.
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Ronald Pierce, director of the Minter 
Field Air Museum, said that it is still hard 

to believe 
the muse-

um’s good fortune in the past few weeks, 
being awarded a $40,000 donation to help 
them complete a repainting of the muse-
um and other projects. 

Pierce said that an article was published 
in the Bakersfield Californian a few weeks 
ago, regarding the need for volunteers and 
funds to help the museum. 

A few days later, Pierce received a call 
from a gentleman that said he was with a 
foundation that wished to help the mu-
seum realize their dream. The donor, pre-
ferring to remain anonymous, said that he 
was with the Charles Johnson Foundation, 
named for a Vietnam War veteran who 
passed away in 2015. The namesake of 
the foundation was the inspiration for the 
foundation, and they mainly focus on mili-

tary and veterans organizations, as well as 
first responders and their causes.

After the call, it took Pierce some time 

to realize that it wasn’t a hoax, and that it 
was a legitimate offer of help.

“I still can’t believe our great fortune,” 

said Pierce. “We are going to be able to 
paint the museum, as well as get a few 
other things done that we have had on the 
back burners.”

Charlie Johnson served in Vietnam as 
an officer with the 2nd Ranger Battalion, 
5th Cavalry, according to the family fund. 
In November 1965, he fought in the Ia 
Drang Valley, in a battle later documented 
in the movie, "We Were Soldiers."

During combat in February 1966, John-
son was wounded in action. He not only 
received the Purple Heart, he also was 
awarded the Bronze Star Medal..

After returning home from Vietnam, 
Johnson married his college sweetheart, 
Katrin "Kathy" Brun. Charlie and Kathy 
lived in Mill Valley, while Charlie pur-
sued his MBA in finance at Stanford Uni-
versity.

Charlie went on to a career in banking 
while residing briefly in Managua, Nicara-
gua, and Shanghai, China, prior to return-
ing to San Francisco and ultimately south-
ern California. He died in 2015.

SHAFTER

Residential and commercial 
Electrical Services

661-653-8841661-653-8841
Contractor License #1105064

“Let there be light”“Let there be light” Tyler Slayton 
Manager

Commercial and Agricultural loans
Local Credit Decisions
Preferred Small Business Administration Lender (SBA)
15+ years serving the Shafter community

ARREST REPORT
David Jonathan Rodri-

guez, 21, of Wasco, was ar-
rested near the intersection 
of Poplar Avenue and 6th 
Street for misdemeanor 
disorderly conduct: drunk 
in public, and on a misde-
meanor bench warrant. He 

was booked into the Kern 
County Jail. 

Jose Vibanco, 32, of 
Wasco, was arrested in the 
1100 block of Highway 46 
for misdemeanor obstruct-
ing an officer: resisting 
arrest, and on felony and 
misdemeanor bench war-

rants. He was booked into 
the Kern County Jail.

  AUG. 4
Juan Francisco Castillo, 

18, of Wasco, was arrested 
in the 700 block of F Street 
on a misdemeanor bench 
warrant. He was cited and 
released at the scene. 

Juan Vivanco, 34, of 
Shafter, was arrested in 
the 1500 block of High-
way 46 for misdemeanor 
battery on a spouse. He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail. 

AUG. 5
Hector Carmen More-

no, 37, of Wasco, was ar-
rested in the 600 block of 
Griffith Avenue on  mis-
demeanor bench warrants. 
He was booked into the 
Kern County Jail. 

Isaiah Reyes, 19, of 
Wasco, was arrested in the 
800 block of Broadway on 

a felony bench warrant. He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail. 

Pedro Talamantes, 24, 
of Wasco, was arrested in 
the 800 block of Broadway 
on felony bench warrants. 
He was booked into the 
Kern County Jail. 

WASCO

WASCO
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Wolfgang H. Renken OD Inc
1301 Seventh Street, Wasco, CA 93280

(661) 758-6320

• Eye Examination

• Primary Care

• Eye Glasses

• Contact Lenses

“Because life is worth seeing”

VERONICA JACUINDE
Wasco Tribune

At a special meeting of the Sales Tax 
Oversight Commitee on Tuesday, city Fi-
nance Director Isarel Perez-Hernandez 
provided a Measure X sales tax update 
indicating that the projected revenues gen-
erated for fiscal 2023-24 are estimated at 
$3.125 million

During the general election of November 
2016, the citizens of Wasco approved Mea-
sure X, a local one-cent sales tax. As a result, 
sales taxes increased on April 1, 2017.

Historical Measure X revenue went 
from $2,059,432 in 2017-18 and peaked in 
2021-22 at $3,333,089

For fiscal year 2023-24, there is a pro-
jected beginning balance in the Measure 
X funde of $6,024,965 and expenditures 
of $8,819,845, with an ending balance of 
$333,111.

The fiscal year 2022-23 began with a 
balance of $5,494,574, estimated revenues 
of $2,858,398, estimated expenditures of 
$2,328,016 and an estimated ending bal-
ance of $6,024,956, with two months to 
go.

Perez-Hernandez said there will be a 
significant jump in expenditures in 2023-
24, up from 2022-2023, because of the 
new Police Department start-up costs. 

"Measure X funds are primarily for po-

lice and public safety," City Manager Scott 
Hurlbert explained, 

Perez-Hernadez said funds are used for 
public safety, including sheriff and fire con-
tracts, flock safety cameras (license plate 
readers), a neighborhood camera rebate 
program and replacing the old courthouse 
with a new EOC (Emergency Operating 
Center/Community Facility). 

Other funds will go toward street re-
habilitation, including repairs for 16th 
Street, street lighting citywide, Palm Ave-
nue rehabilitation, Palm Avenue shoulder 
paving, sidewalk rehabilitation, American 
Disability Act compliant ramps and a traf-
fic calming measures study to determine 
alternatives to deter speeding within city 
limits. 

Funds also will be used for park and 
animal control improvements, such as 
dog park amenities at Westside Park for 
$200,000, park improvements at $350,00 
and the new animal shelter at $996,911.

The committee's function is strictly 
oversight, with the City Council as the au-
thoritative body responsible for allocating 
and appropriating Measure X funds.

The committee members are Carl Joe 
Hively, Marcos Torres and Chairman Flo-
rirene Olvera. 

Torres joined in February of this year 

and said he wanted to get involved in the 
community and give back. 

Hively has been with the committee 
since the Measure X tax was enacted in 
2017. 

"The progress so far has been very good 
with many improvements throughout 

Wasco like the police, fire, improvements 
in the roads, cameras going up and light-
ing," he said, 

"Covid slowed us down for a year, and 
we didn't meet, though we caught up with 
all the financials that have been paid and 
received for the benefit of Wasco." 

A $3.25M year seen for Measure X

Measure X committee members Marcos Torres, Chairman Florirene Olvera and 
Carl Joe Hively.

Minter Field Air Museum’s Director Ronald Pierce said that they are thrilled with the donation.

Minter Field receives dream donation

VERONICA JACUINDE
Wasco Tribune

Wasco Is, a popular social media plat-
form on Facebook and Instagram whose 
mission is to promote all that is good in 
Wasco, celebrates six years online this 
month. Since its inception, it has grown to 
be a valuable resource for the community, 
providing news and sharing stories of suc-
cess.

Community activist Sharon Sharp is 
the founder. 

"I started Wasco Is because I wanted to 
have a place where we could share about 
all the good things that happen in Wasco." 

Between both Facebook and Instagram, 
there are almost 10,000 followers.

Her audience is people that live in Was-
co and those former Wasconians that like 
to stay in touch.  

On the sites, one can find information 

on local events and about Wasco churches, 
schools, nonprofits, clubs and fundraisers, 
to name a few.

"It's a place where we celebrate, for ex-
ample, the successes of youth athletics, a 
middle school concert, someone's busi-
ness, City Council meetings – anything 
that is positive you can find here."

She said she is happy that people have 
embraced her vision and believes the con-
venience of accessing important informa-
tion in one place as a starting point is help-
ful.

"Instead of visiting 15 social media pag-
es, you can go to Wasco Is to get a full idea 
of what is taking place in Wasco and then 
follow those pages from there."

Sharp tries to keep Wasco Is fresh and 
useful to its followers.

"One thing I recently brought back from 
pre-covid is having a calendar of events. It 
has school board meetings, high school 

football games, community meetings and 
pretty much anything I can find that is go-
ing on in Wasco I put on the calendar."

New this year is also posting op-ed ar-
ticles written by Wasco High School se-
niors. 

"Highlighting the student's stories on 
Wasco Is has been one of my favorite parts. 
Now you have students that can see their 
writing featured in a media outlet.”

Sharp came up with the platform name 
after much thought and prayer. 

"I decided to go with 'Wasco Is' because 
it's about what Wasco is. God put it in my 
ear. It was not a grandiose name, but so 
simple and perfect."

She is grateful for the last six years serv-
ing the community.

"Thank you to Wasco for supporting 
Wasco Is and all the people that follow, like 
or share. I am thrilled an audience finds it 
encouraging and informative."

Wasco Is a pyramid of positivity for 6 years

Sharon Sharp believes Wasco Is provides 
a great arena for people to focus on the 
positive.
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Second in a series of articles introducing Rich-
land’s new teachers to the community.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Veronica Garcia is one of two new 
teachers this year at Golden Oak Elemen-

tary School.
Garcia was born 

in Bakersfield, but she grew up in Shafter, 
attending Richland School District Schools 
and graduating from Shafter High School.

Garcia worked at Golden Oak Elemen-
tary for several years as an instructional 
aide. She graduated from Cal State Bakers-

field with a degree 
in liberal studies. 
Garcia has been 
married to her 
husband, Danny, 
for 25 years and 
they have two 
children, Isabella, 
20, and Ian, 15. 
They have two 
dogs and two cats.

In her spare 
time, she enjoys 
true crime pod-

casts, reading and traveling. Garcia also has 
a real passion for sloths. She said that she 

is excited to be-
gin her position 
as a kindergarten 
teacher with the 
Eagles this year.

Leticia Oro-
zco Torres will be 
teaching the first 
grade this school 
year at Golden 
Oak. She was 
born in Ensenada, 
Mexico, but was 
raised in the city 

of Shafter. She attended Richland schools 
and she said that she is beyond thrilled to 

be teaching at Golden Oak.
“I was the first person in our family to 

graduate from college. I graduated with 
a degree in liberal studies and a minor in 
criminal justice,” Torres said, 

She had two daughters, Emma, 8, and 
Emeri, 7 months old. Torres said that she 
loves to take her daughters to the zoo in 
her spare time. She also likes to go out to 
dinner and to do puzzles.

“I was raised by my parents, Irma and 
Juan, who were agricultural workers,” she 
said, “They taught me the value of hard 
work and determination, making it pos-
sible for me to become the first college 
graduate in the family.”
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SHAFTER

VERONICA JACUINDE
Wasco Tribune

Comida Travel in Wasco provides per-
sonalized, boutique-style advisory service 
to ensure one makes the best of their trip 
with the help of a knowledgeable and sea-
soned travel professional. 

Katie Moreno is the owner. By day she 
is a special assignment teacher at Wasco 
High School, assisting other teachers with 
classroom technology and state testing in 
the Spring. 

She is also the advisor of the high 
school's Traveling Tigers Club. She has 
taken students to Spain, Italy and France in 
this capacity. Her students will visit Japan 
in the spring and Central Europe in 2025. 

Moreno launched her business in July 
and services clients globally online.  "I 
can take on clients from pretty much any-
where," she says.

She has always had a lifelong love of 
travel. 

"I also love food and cooking, and I 
wanted to combine this into something 
that would be a fun side gig." 

When she retires, she said, the business 

could provide supplementary income so 
she can continue to travel. 

With Comida Travel, she can coor-
dinate any travel, but her specialty is the 
food-centric adventure. 

"If you really want to experience the 
local food wherever you are headed, I can 
help you find ways to do that."

She said if there's one thing you're sure 
to remember from a once-in-a-lifetime 
adventure, it's the new tastes you experi-
enced. 

"After all, that's what adventure is all 
about."

She can help plan anything from a hotel 
stay to a complete trip with transportation 
and activities. 

 "I'll curate the best hotels, restaurants, 
and activities, with options for all budgets."

Some of her services are at no cost – 
“like booking hotels, train rides, cruises 
and other tours and activities. Anyone can 
ask me for those things, and I wouldn't 
charge them." 

She said that for other services, she 
charges nominal fees that are “very com-

petitive” as she is just starting out. 
"If someone wanted me to book them 

plane tickets, I would do that for $20 a 
ticket." 

With that, should any problem arise, 
like changes or a missed flight, she can 
troubleshoot and be of support. 

"I want to show people what it means to 
use a travel advisor. They don't realize how 
much support they get when they have 
someone helping them out with a big trip, 
so you find the best experience possible in 
any destination you would like to go to."

She said she wants to be the person 
people go to for travel ideas and recom-
mendations.

"I have connections and resources."
Moreno said the community has been 

very positive. 
"They seem to be excited for me, and I 

hope they think of me next time they are plan-
ning something because I'm not just dream-
ing for myself; I'm dreaming for others."

To get more information, visit  comida-
travel.com or email katie@comidatravel.com.

Comida Travel helps plan dream vacations
WASCO

VERONICA JACUINDE
Wasco Tribune

The Wasco Elk Ladies will host “Wine 
and Roses Under the Stars” on Friday, 
Sept. 8, as part of this year’s Rose Festi-
val activities. It will be an honored guest 
reception as a tribute to the 2023 Grand 
Marshals, the late Charles Wedel and his 
family. 

Serving as Honorary Grand Marshals 
will be the Wasco VFW Post 6742. The 
Miss Wasco Rose Queen and featured art-
ists also will  be recognized.

Last year was the first time the Elk La-
dies presented the Wine and Roses event 
and was also the first organization in the 
festival's history to be named Honorary 
Grand Marshals.

Elk Ladies treasurer and organizing 
committee chair Liz Gerber said, "Last 
year, we had a fantastic event with 130 
people attending. Everything just turned 
out really well, and it seemed like every-
body was happy with it. We got a lot of nice 
compliments."

"This year will be just as special and 
very touching for our town. We are so glad 
to be involved in an event that has histori-
cally been an important part of the Rose 
Festival every year. Growing up the Rose 
Festivals were so memorable to all of us 
and to be a part of it now is very nice."

Last year's Grand Marshals were Tilo 
and Jeni Cortez, Roger and Deloris Har-
rison, and Tim and Karen Holtermann. 

At the event, 
Mayor Gilberto 
Reyna awarded 
them a key to 
the city for their 
years of service.

This year will 
be no different 
in celebrating 
the contribu-
tions of the 
2023 Grand 
Marshals for 
their significant 
impact on the 

community by sharing their talents, time 
and resources. 

For the Rose Queen, it will be her first 
official public appearance. 

Also, instead of one featured artist, sev-
eral students from Wasco High School will 
be acknowledged for their artistic excel-
lence. 

Gerber said, "It's a good community 
event full of family and friends because 

that is what we are to each other.
"It will be an opportunity to network 

and get to know your neighbors over a nice 
evening of camaraderie and pride."

The event will begin at the Wasco Elks 
Lodge from 6 to 10 p.m. Tickets are $50 
and include appetizers and two drinks. 
Call Liz Gerber 661-472-3875 or Kathy 
Giesy at 661-378-7468 for ticket informa-
tion.

'Wine and Roses' an evening of celebration

Mayor Gilberto Reyna introducing the 2022 Miss Wasco Rose Queen Ensley Mehl-
berg and her court. 

Paintings by the 2022 featured artist, Helen Howard. 

Katie Moreno in front of the Eiffel Tower 
in Paris.

Empanadas are everywhere in Spain. 

WASCO

Golden Oak welcomes new teachers

Leticia Orozco Torres 
will be a first grade 
teacher this year.

Veronica Garcia has a 
passion for a unique 
creature, the sloth.
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Fern Dargatz Sanford, a 
Shafter resident, is about 
ready to turn 100. Her 
daughter wrote of her life for 
The Shafter Press.

JENNIE SANFORD 
MCGUCKIAN

Fern Dargatz Sanford  
was born on Aug. 15, 1923, 
at the family homestead 
in Anaheim.  Her parents, 
Leo and Genevieve Dar-
gatz, were citrus farmers, 
as were her grandparents, 
Otto Dargatz and Ame-
lia Peters, German im-
migrants from Ukraine.  
Fern attended elementary 
school in Santa Ana.  She 
learned to play the drums 
and the violin.  

The Dargatz’s attended 
Aimee Semple McPher-
son’s Bible School in Los 
Angeles.  As an evangelist, 
Leo decided to travel the 
western U.S., spreading 
God’s word.  Fern was 7.  
They drove a refurbished 
boxcar (one of the very first 
mobile homes in the U.S.). 
By the time Fern was 10, 
she had been in every state 
west of the Mississippi.

The Gospel Car had 
a large spotlight and mi-
crophones to attract a 
crowd.  During services, 
Fern played the drums, her 
older sister Opal played the 
violin, her older brother 
Oliver played the trum-
pet, Genevieve played the 
piano, and Leo preached.  
It was an adventurous life.  
Fern tells stories of Indian 
dances and ceremonies, 
cooking for forest rang-
ers, working on farms, and 
picking apples.  The old 
boxcar resides today, at the 
home of Louis and Debbie 
Andreotti in Buttonwillow.  

Toward the end of the 
Great Depression, the fam-
ily moved to Kern County.   
Leo bought swampland 
in Buttonwillow, in 1937, 
from Miller and Lux. Rich 
soil, good for growing rice 
and cotton.  They lived in 
the boxcar while they built 
a beautiful two-story home 
on the new property, just 
off Main Drain Road. 

Leo went to Bakersfield 
High School to arrange 
transportation for his chil-
dren.  BHS said you must 
have three students to cre-
ate a new bus stop in a rural 
area.  Leo said, “Here they 
are, Oliver, Opal and Fern.”  
Hence, the new bus stop at 
Main Drain Road and the 
new Dargatz Road inter-
section.  Fern tells the story 
of the bus driver taking the 
curves of the road too fast 
(those of us from Button-
willow know this danger!) 
and turned over in the ca-
nal.  They had to climb out 
of the back door, soaking 
wet, with books and papers 
floating around them.  The 

Bakersfield Californian re-
ported the “students had 
defied death in the canal!”

In the early days, the 
Main Drain canal was 
patrolled by horseback, 
checking water levels, weirs 
and banks.  When the com-
munity upgraded to a ve-
hicle to patrol the drain, 
they gave the old unneeded  
“ditch horse” to Fern.  She 
rode that horse many times 
to meet her girlfriend, Sybil 
Dunford.  At the begin-
ning of WWII, the family 
acquired two more horses 
from a Japanese family 
leaving for the Manzanar 
internment camp.  Fern’s 
horses were loved and rid-
den for many years.  We 
learned to ride on Molly 
and Tommy, and rode for 
many more years (till the 
early ‘70s).

Fern graduated from 
Bakersfield High School in 
1941.  She then attended 
Springfield Bible College 
in Springfield, Mo.  Later 
on, she spent a year at UC 
Berkeley in the Bay Area.

During WWII, Fern 
drove the farm equipment 
to help out.  For many 
years after, Fern knew how 
to drive  tractors.  But her 
driving reputation was 
damaged when she drove 
the German POWs from 
their camp to the farm.  Ev-
ery day, the POWs worked 
as farm laborers.  They rode 
to the farm in a cotton trail-
er towed behind the car.  
Fern was driving a little 
fast on the infamous Main 
Drain, and the POWs tum-
bled about in the trailer.  
They said, “Ach du lieber!” 
That Fern is a crazy driver!”  
Oh, the many hidden dan-
gers of war.

After the war, Fern de-
cided to take a photography 
night class at Taft College.  
There was a fellow student 
there who was very hand-
some!  He was a veteran, 
and now an oilfield worker.   
After class, Fern stopped 
by the local drive-in for a 
hot chocolate.  She pulled 
in right next to the hand-
some guy!  He rolled down 
his window and asked her 
to join him in his car.  Fern 
was no dummy and asked 
“Are you married?”  His 

answer was “No.” So she 
hopped in his car and a 
romance was begun with 
Robert Thomas Sanford, 
Jr.  The first time Bob came 
to pick up Fern for a date, 
the peacocks roosting in 
the trees, called out their 
“watchdog” cry.  Bob had 
never seen, or heard, pea-
cocks and wondered what 
kind of banshees these 
people raised!  What had 
he gotten himself into?!

Bob and Fern were mar-
ried on Nov. 12, 1949, at 
the First Assembly of God 
Church at 17th and O in 
Bakersfield.  Pastor C.M. 
Ward was the minister.  
They lived a short time in 
Taft, and then moved to 
Plainsburg, near Merced.  
They farmed, and raised 
cattle with Fern’s brother 
Oliver.  They raised toma-
toes, almonds, wheat, bell 
peppers, and hay.  Their 
first daughter Jennie was 
born.  Then Carol was 
born.  They lived in the “lit-
tle house” – one of the first 
“tiny homes.”

 Eventually Fern and 
Bob built a new home on 
the ranch.  Fern played the 
piano in their church, the 
Assembly of God in Mer-
ced. There were many ad-
ventures on the ranch and 
the summer range in the 
foothills.  During the Mer-
ced River flood in the late 
‘50s, they had to evacuate 
on Christmas Eve.  At one 
time, the hay barn caught 
on fire.   Cattle trucks got 
stuck in the mud on the 
range.  Yosemite was their 
playground: camping, hik-
ing and watching the fa-
mous “firefalls.”  Their son 
John was born in 1960.

In 1961, Fern and Bob 
sold the ranch and moved 
to Mt. Shasta.  New adven-
tures!  Snow, and a lot of it!  
Bob worked in the Interna-
tional Paper plywood mill 
in Weed for a couple years.   
Raising their toddler, John, 
was an adventure in itself.  
Fern could only handle 
two years of snow.  She says 
“driving with chains on the 
car for the entire winter 
was just too much!”  They 
moved back to Buttonwil-
low in 1963.

Now Fern and Bob 

were cotton farmers.  They 
raised their three children 
here; they went to But-
tonwillow Elementary and 
Shafter High schools, until 
1968.  When her parents 
passed away, Fern still held 
a portion of Leo and Gene-
vieve’s ranch in Whitmore, 
near Mt. Lassen.  Many ad-
ventures, happy memories 
and sad, were had by all of 
Leo and Genevieve’s chil-
dren and grandchildren at 
their mountain hideaway. 

Then Fern and Bob pur-
chased a house from her 
brother Oliver, in Shafter.   
They still attended the As-
sembly of God Church at 
17th and O.  Bob worked at 
Oil Well Service.  Bob was 
a volunteer at the Minter 
Field Air Museum and as-
sisted at the Minter Field 
Airshows.  He was also 
a member of the Ameri-
can Legion. And Fern 
belonged to the Women’s 
Auxiliary.  In their later 
years, they attended the 
“Jesus Saves” Church in 
Shafter.  Her husband, 
Bob, passed away in 2004.  
Fern continued to live in 
their home on Fresno Av-
enue next to Maple School 
until 2018.  She lived there 
for a total of 50 years!  She 
currently resides at Car-
rington Assisted Living in 
Shafter.

Fern loves gardening!  
All of her life she has cul-
tivated beautiful flower 
gardens.  She would enter 
her flower arrangements in 
the county fairs.  And every 
year she grew a bounti-
ful vegetable garden.  And 
cared for her many fruit 
trees.  She is an excellent 
gardener, always plant-
ing, weeding, fertilizing, 
watering, pruning, trans-
planting, trimming, etc.  
We finally had to take the 
chainsaw away from her in 
2018.

Fern has a soft spot in her 
heart for animals!  She al-
ways had horses and ponies.  
Over the years, she also had 
goats, sheep, cattle, chick-
ens, geese, a crow, peacocks, 
doves, turkeys, parrots, 
canaries, dogs and cats.  If 
there was a stray, starving or 
injured animal, Fern would 
nurse it back to health.  

Fern’s greatest passion 
in life is spreading the 
Word of God.  She began 
in that traveling evangel 
boxcar with her family.  
She has always been active 
in church.  She passed out 
tracts and still witnesses to 
people everywhere.  She 
contributes to many of her 
favorite ministries, some 
distributing Bibles around 
the world, building or-
phanages and many other 
outreach programs.  Fern 
has a huge loving heart for 
those in need.  Fern would 

give her family members 
Scriptures written on in-
dex cards for encourage-
ment and guidance.  Until 
her eyesight recently failed 
her, Fern faithfully read her 
Bible every single day.

Fern loves her family!  
She was devoted to her 
parents, who passed in the 
1960’s.  She raised three 
children, Jennie, Carol and 

John.  She is now blessed 
with four grandchildren, 
Virginia, Vanessa, Jami and 
Shane, and five great grand-
children, Rachel, Mad-
die, Hannah, Megan and 
Walker.  All continue to be 
raised under the watchful 
hand of God. 

Fern’s Christian influ-
ence will continue to affect 
future generations.

661.325.5075 • www.dwlawfirm.com  
Hayden Building • 1626 19th Street, Suite 23 • Bakersfield, CA 93301

• Estate Planning and Administration 
• Probate and Probate Litigation 
• Real Property and Business Law 
• Civil Litigation

Experienced and 
dedicated.

Enjoy your road. 
I’ll help protect 
your motorcycle.

While you’re feeling the 
freedom of the open road,  
I’ll be here to help protect you 
with motorcycle insurance.
LET’S TALK TODAY.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, Richardson, TX1708152

Ramona Herrera, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0D28304

551 Central Avenue
Shafter, CA  93263
Bus: 661-746-3961
Hablamos Español

    Ages 2-5
           OPENS 
     AUGUST 14TH

   7:15AM-5:30PM

PPRREESSCCHHOOOOLL  
OOPPEENNIINNG G EENNRROOLLLLMMEENNTT

KIDDIE 
KOLLEGE

400 KERN ST. SHAFTER 
661-636-5114

newlifeatkk25@gmail.com

Come look at the environment and 
pick up the registration form or 

email: newlifeatkk25@gmail.com

We enroll year round.   Hurry and save your spot!

ACTIVITIES THIS YEAR WILL INCLUDE:
Back to School Night • Christmas/Spring Concerts

Picture Day • Birthday/Holiday Celebrations
Harvest Party • Crafts

WHY ENROLL WITH US?
- Abeka Christian Curriculum

- Morning/Noon Snack
- Safe/Loving Environment

- Experienced Staff

Reduces muscle spasms
Reduces recovery time

Enhances immune system
Improves oxygenation
Increases nutrient fl ow

Reduces stiffness and pain
Promotes relaxation

Improves digestive function
Improves athletic performance
Encourages tissue regeneration

Benefi ts of Chiropractic Care

Wasco Chiropractic

1241 7th Street, Wasco • 661-758-3001

Improves athletic performance
Encourages tissue regeneration

Benefi ts of Chiropractic Care Most 
Insurances 
Accepted

Stop by and see Dr Carol today- 
you’ll be glad you did!

DOT physicals 
for truck drivers

“We Sell the Best and Service the Rest”
Rod Feil - owner

Serving 
Shafter 

& Wasco 
for over  
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$10 OFF when you present this ad

661-587-8010

Pioneer Fern Dargatz Sanford turning 100

Fern Dargatz Sanford Sanford at 18.

CHECK US OUT ONLINE: THESHAFTERPRESS.COM & WASCOTRIB.COM
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SHAFTER

PONY FALL 
BASEBALL / SOFTBALL 

REGISTRATION!! 
Cost: $70 fee

Ages 9-14 (up to 8th grade)
Last day to register - August 18th  

For more info: Call us: 661-746-3303
Come by: 700 E. Tulare Ave. 

9:00-5:00 Mon. - Thurs.
9:00-3:00 on Fridays

Online: shafterrecreation.com

NOTICE OF VACANCY 
Interested persons are hereby notified that 

pursuant to Government Code 1780 there is a 
vacancy at the Shafter Recreation & Park 

District Board of Directors. 
The position to be filled is for a                                                                
term ending December 2023. 

The seat will go up for election or appointment on                              
July 18, 2022 for the final 18 months of the term. 

Applications are available at the
Shafter Recreation & Park District Office located at: 

700 E. Tulare Shafter, CA 93263 

Phone #: (661) 746-3303 

Website: ShafterRecreation.com 

Applications are due by: July 8th, 2022 
 This district board has 60 days from the date the board is notified of the 

vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is later, to fill 
the vacancy by appointment or call a special election. Gov. Code 1780. 

Pursuant to Government Code 1780, this notice will be posted for 15 
days at the Shafter Recreation & Park District Office, The Shafter W.C 

Walker Senior Center, The Shafter City Hall and the Shafter Press from 
dates June 23, 2022 to July 7, 2022.  

SOCCER 
REGISTRATION

Cost: $70 fee
Ages 3-14 (up to 8th grade)

Last day to register - September 1st 
For more info: Call us: 661-746-3303

Come by: 700 E. Tulare Ave. 
9:00-5:00 Mon. - Thurs.

9:00-3:00 on Fridays
Online: shafterrecreation.com

NOTICE OF VACANCY 
Interested persons are hereby notified that 

pursuant to Government Code 1780 there is a 
vacancy at the Shafter Recreation & Park 

District Board of Directors. 
The position to be filled is for a                                                                
term ending December 2023. 

The seat will go up for election or appointment on                              
July 18, 2022 for the final 18 months of the term. 

Applications are available at the
Shafter Recreation & Park District Office located at: 

700 E. Tulare Shafter, CA 93263 

Phone #: (661) 746-3303 

Website: ShafterRecreation.com 

Applications are due by: July 8th, 2022 
 This district board has 60 days from the date the board is notified of the 

vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is later, to fill 
the vacancy by appointment or call a special election. Gov. Code 1780. 

Pursuant to Government Code 1780, this notice will be posted for 15 
days at the Shafter Recreation & Park District Office, The Shafter W.C 

Walker Senior Center, The Shafter City Hall and the Shafter Press from 
dates June 23, 2022 to July 7, 2022.  

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Local farmer Marc McCaslin 
was featured on the television show 

A m e r i c a n 
Pickers re-

cently, showcasing his relics for the 
nation. 

McCaslin, who has a hobby of 
collecting antiques and fixing up old 
vehicles and older mechanical items, 
contacted the History Channel over 
four years ago when he found out that 
the Pickers team, including hosts Mike 
Wolfe and “Jersey Jon” Szalay, would be 
on the West Coast. The channel con-
tacted him and said that they wanted 
to come out and check out his prop-
erty. “I waited for them to schedule it, 
and the first two times they scheduled, 
there ended up being scheduling con-
flicts, and they canceled and said that 
they would reschedule.

Fast forward to four years later, 
McCaslin had thought that the show 
would never happen. But, just a few 
months ago, they called and said that 
they would be out.

The team arrived in the morning 
and filmed for seven straight hours. 
“It was definitely a long day,” said Mc-
Caslin. 

Wolf, who is an avid sign collec-
tor, ended up buying a couple of vin-
tage signs from McCaslin, as well as 
some gas cans and a few other items. 
“With the sign, I kind of threw a large 
number out there, thinking that this is 
what they do, usually offering a lower 
offer after the first asking price was 

put out there. But, Mike said that the 
number was too low and ended up of-
fering more than my asking price for 
the sign.”

The only limits McCaslin had was 
on the local relics that he has, involv-
ing the history of the city of Shafter. 
Wolf was interested in a couple of the 
Shafter signs, but McCaslin told him 
that those needed to stay in Shafter 
and they weren’t for sale. “The signs 
he was looking at were the Graddy’s 
sign and the old Shafter Motel sign. 
I couldn’t let them go. They are part 
of Shafter’s history. They are a part of 
our city’s heritage.”

McCaslin received the Graddy’s 
sign when Basham and Lara bought 
the property for their funeral home. 
His family had been friends with 

them for decades, allowing them to 
come pick up the sign before it was 
torn down. He also has the old Pres-
ton Tire Service sign, as well as the 
iconic spinning tires that were on top 
of the building.

 “We had been doing business with 
the Prestons for over 30 years. Mrs. 
Preston wanted to know if I wanted 
to come get the sign, telling him that 
she trusted him to preserve this part 
of their history. “I thought that it was 
a great testament to the great kind of 
family that they are.”

McCaslin, whose family home-
steaded in Buttonwillow in the 1930s, 
ended up in Shafter over 50 years ago. 
“We just love this communit, and I 
think that it is a privilege to help keep 
the city’s history rich and alive.”

Local farmer in the spotlight 
on TV's American Pickers

Marc McCaslin, in the middle, filmed with Mike Wolfe and Jersey Jon Sza-
lay. (Photo courtesy of the History Channel)

Many people attended the festive 
event, including leadership from the Cali-
fornia High-Speed Rail Authority, Mayor 
Vincent Martinez, councilmembers, City 
Manager Scott Hurlbert and community 
members. 

"It's long overdue,” Mayor Martinez 
said at the event. “It's a good day for Wasco 
because now we have a railroad crossing, 
and traffic can flow freely from the west to 
the east side of town." 

City Manager Hurlbert said that with 
the opening of the structure, he wants to 
thank everyone involved, though there 
were a lot of technical and legal hurdles 
with the project..

“The city is excited to have this impor-
tant underpass open to traffic today,"  he 
said. "Poso Avenue is a vital connection 
between Wasco's industrial area and High-
way 43 and also provides secondary access 
to Highway 46."

The Central Valley regional director of 
the HSR Authority, Garth Fernandez, said, 
"Completion of the Poso Avenue under-

pass brings us closer to the completion of 
this southernmost section of construction 
in the Central Valley and delivering elec-
trified passenger service for the people of 
California,"

Public Works Director Luis Villa 
shared, "We're proud of what's been ac-
complished. It was not only a public works 
effort, but it involved every department in 
the city."

Councilmember Gilberto Reyna said, 
"The completion of the Poso Ave four-lane 
underpass is a testament to our city staff 's 
ability to successfully negotiate and col-
laborate with the HSR representatives to 
build a modern structure to connect the 
community with the industrial zone. It will 
serve Wasco for many decades. Congratu-
lations to all." 

Since the start of the HSR construc-
tion, more than 11,000 construction jobs 
have been created, a majority going to 
residents from the Central Valley. This in-
cludes more than 2,116 jobs for residents 
living in Kern County. 

The HSR Authority has begun work 

to extend the 119 miles under construc-
tion to 171 miles of future electrified 
high-speed rail from Merced to Bakers-
field. 

There are more than 30 active construc-
tion sites in the Valley for the rail project, 
expected to eventually extend 422 miles 
from the Bay Area to the Los Angeles Basin.

City of Wasco inaugurates underpass
From Page 1

He attended a drum major camp earlier 
in the summer and was selected as one of 
the top drum majors at the event, secur-
ing his invitation to the world-renowned 
parade.

“I was selected because of my perfor-
mance at the camp,” Caleb explained. 
“That pretty much cemented the chance 
to travel to London.”

Caleb has a GoFundMe page online to 
help finance the trip. “The trip altogether 
will cost around $7,500,” said Carrasco. 
“We have to finance the trip ourselves, 
with no help from the organization. It is 
our responsibility to raise the money.”

Caleb said that they will be busy fun-
draising over the next couple of months. 
Carrasco was recently at Shafter High 
School helping conduct the school band’s 
Band Camp, which helps prepare the stu-
dents for the upcoming competition and 
football season. “We travel to several com-

petitions and perform at the home football 
games. So, we are really excited to get the 
season started.”

Caleb’s mother, Jamie Carrasco, said 
that she is excited for her son and oppor-
tunity. “Caleb has worked very hard at per-
fecting his conducting skills, so he can be 
the best drum major and leader this com-

ing school year. I am so happy to see that 
hard work pay off.”

She will be accompanying Caleb to Lon-
don, sharing in this wonderful experience. 
He said that he will arrive on Saturday, Dec. 
26, and will spend the next five days in the 
city. “We will be working very hard, but we 
will still have some time to see London and 

get to experience another country. I am so  
grateful for this opportunity.”

Carrasco said that he encourages every-
one to make sure to support the Shafter 
Generals Marching Band during the foot-
ball season and said that they would ap-
preciate any support that “this wonderful 
community provides every year.”

Shafter General heading to London

The Poso Avenue High-Speed Rail underpass will improve traffic and pedestrian mobility.

From Page 1

School, Wasco Parks and Recreation, Wasco 
Little League, Wasco Babe Ruth, Wasco High 
Football Boosters and Wasco Youth Wres-
tling," Jeff Wedel said. 

"Family members have also coached 
and/or are currently coaching youth and 
high school sports, including WHS cheer, 
golf, football, baseball and softball teams." 

When asked how he felt about the rec-

ognition, Wedel said, "We're deeply hum-
bled to be recognized as the 2023 grand 
marshals and are honored to represent my 
dad's legacy. He would be so proud, and I 
know he is smiling down on us." 

Wedel said his family has carried out his 
father's legacy because they value the small 
town. 

"And the opportunities it allows us to 
give back, whether in the classroom teach-

ing or on the playing field coaching." 
He said his father left them a legacy of 

giving back. 
"My dad led by example by instilling in 

us to always show others kindness and let 
your hard work speak for itself." 

Wedel said Wasco is simply home. 
"For three generations, farming laid the 

foundation for our family to become deep-
rooted in Wasco. The next two generations 

developed a deep love for education and 
returned to our alma mater to give back to 
our community." 

The Charles Wedel family and Wasco 
VFW Post 6742 will be honored Friday, 
Sept. 8, at 6 p.m.  "Wine and Roses Under 
the Stars" event, sponsored by the Wasco 
Elk Ladies.

They will participate in the parade, which 
will take place on Saturday, Sept. 9, at 10 a.m. 

Wedels, VFW to be honored at Rose Festival

Caleb leads the group through their steps

From Page 1
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VERONICA JACUINDE
Wasco Tribune

The Miss Wasco Rose Queen Pageant 
is set for Thursday, Sept. 7, with 15 young 
ladies gracing the stage for a chance to take 
home the title. 

Aleena Lopez is one of the enthusiastic 
and vibrant contestants. 

She has enjoyed the experience so far.
"I love spending time with all the lovely 

girls that are also running and enjoy learning 
new things from the amazing coordinators." 

She said if she wins, she will feel blessed 
and honored to be the new queen of Wasco.

"And overwhelmed in a good way. Earn-
ing the role of queen would be amazing to 
know that I am able to take up participat-
ing and serving the beautiful community 
of Wasco."

Last month, the girls went on a group 
trip to Disneyland. 

"The girls and I had such an amazing 
time together, enjoying the little things 
about one another and hanging out. We all 
loved going on rides together and hanging 
out by the pool." 

She appreciates her coaches. 
"My coaches are the most genuine and 

beautiful women there are. I truly admire 
them." 

Aleena is grateful for the friendships 
she has made. 

"I wish nothing but the best to all the rest 
of my Barbie girls; I love you girls always." 

Another eager contestant who is giving 
it her all is Monique Martinez. 

She, too, has lived her whole life in 
Wasco. 

"I attended Palm Avenue Elementary be-
fore it turned into a middle school. I also gradu-
ated from Thomas Jefferson Middle School.”

Monique said the experience has been 
great. 

"I love getting to know all the other girls 
and finding out a lot of us have common 
interests."

She was thrilled with the group trip to 
Disneyland. 

"It was wonderful getting to know the 
girls outside of practice and having time to 
bond with one another." 

Monique has learned many things.
"Something I've learned about myself is 

that no matter how hard something is, I'm 
not going to stop until I get it right." 

She is developing close bonds with the 
other girls. 

"I'm building lifelong friendships be-
cause we will all have this experience to 
look back at as one of our many moments 
of high school." 

She thinks highly of the other contestants. 
"I'm loving getting to know the other 

contestants. They're all very sweet and 
very down-to-earth people to talk to."

Amaia Marquez is another accom-
plished and prepared contestant. 

A proud Wasconian, she was born and 
raised here.  

"I have attended John L. Prueitt El-
ementary, Thomas Jefferson and Palm 
Avenue Middle School. I am currently at-
tending Wasco High as a senior."

She said she is running for Rose Queen 
to get more involved in the community. 

"I feel that this pageant is the best way – 
winning or not."

She has always looked up to the past 
Rose Queens. 

"I always thought they were beautiful 
princesses, and I always aspired to be just 
like them." 

Amaia said all of the other contestants 
are amazing young ladies. 

"Our bond is like no other. It's very easy 
to connect to one another and get along." 

Her family and friends support her. 
"By always being there no matter the 

circumstances. They have also been emo-
tionally supportive." 

If she wins, she said she will represent 
the town of Wasco by being a positive rep-
resentative. 

"Showing young ladies the importance 
of being a great scholar while staying ac-
tive in sports and helping the community, 

motivating others to stay focused to ac-
complish their goals. There are no ceilings 
to success." 

Contestant Jasmine Barbosa is passion-
ate about Wasco and wants to win because 
she would love to put the community first, 
taking on all of the responsibilities that 
come with it.

"I work well with others and would love 
to be a role model for young women. I am 
also a very responsible person and a very 
hard worker when it comes to things I en-
joy doing."

If she wins, she said it would feel like a 
dream, and all of her hard work, putting 
time into practicing, and all those hot days 
in the auditorium would be paid off.

"I would be very grateful." 
She likes spending time with the other girls. 
"They are so sweet, funny and amazing. 

I have made a very special bond with many 
of them, if not all. I enjoy dancing with 
them and being vulnerable with them." 

Jasmine said she loves her coaches. 
"They make me feel very comfortable, 

and I could go to them for anything. They 
are also a big part of why I enjoy going to 
practice. They are so positive and always 
try to make us feel good."

Tickets to the event on Thursday, Sept. 
7, at 6 p.m., are $20 and can be purchased 
from any contestant, and $25 at the door 
on the night of the event if any are left. 

WASCO

Rose Queen contestants to bring 
talent and passion to the stage

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressYes, it is that time of year again. The rivalry continues 
as the students at Shafter High and Wasco High prepare to 
celebrate that one week of the year that they look forward 
to more than any other.Shafter/Wasco Week is almost upon us, with fun-filled activities being planned 
for both schools throughout the week, beginning Monday, 
Oct. 24. There are Dress Up Days at both schools, games 
at lunch time, and several events throughout the week that 
culminate with a series of events on Friday.On that morning, the host school, which this year is 
Wasco High, will provide breakfast, with the Shafter foot-
ball team, cheerleaders and ASB officers traveling to Was-
co. 

Next it the exchange rally, which is flooded with cheers, 
chants, dancing, music and, of course, a video prepared by 
each school.

At the end of the rally, each football squad’s roster is 
announced, with the players shaking hands of their com-
petitors at center stage. The week ends with a battle on the 
football field, as the two teams continue the tradition. This 
year’s game will feature two teams that are in the hunt for 
an South Sequoia League  title, with both teams coming in 
close to the top in the league standings. This rivalry is one of the longest and oldest in Kern 
County, if not the state. The rivalry began in 1933 and it 
has been celebrated in both cities as their highlight of their 
football season. 

The junior varsity game will begin at 5 p.m., with the 
varsity kicking off at 7:30 p.m.
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VERONICA JACUINDEWasco TribuneOctober has started out violently in Was-co, with five separate shootings. Though none were fatal, these incidents have put law enforcement, schools and residents on high alert – even forcing the cancellation of extracurricular events such as the Wasco High School football game against Delano High School on Thursday night. Several other schools followed suit. Acting Superintendent Kevin Tallon in a statement Friday: "I want to thank everyone in the Wasco Union High School District (WUHSD) community for their patience and support as we worked through schedule alterations that we felt were necessary to ensure the safety of our students and staff.”He added, “We made the decision to 

cancel extracurricular activities for the week out of an abundance of caution, and the WUHSD continues to work closely 

with law enforcement and the community to monitor developments connected to any safety concerns.”
“We have been advised by the Kern County Sheriff's Department that there are 

not any credible threats to our students, staff, or any of our schools; therefore, I encourage you to allow your student to return to their normal routine of going to class each day and participating in the after-school activities on Monday [Oct. 17].The Sheriff’s Department had issued an advisory after the first incidents.At approximately 7:38 p.m. on Mon-day, Oct. 3, deputies were dispatched to the 1000 block of Poso Drive in Wasco for a victim of a shooting, an advisory on the sheriff’s website said. “An adult male vic-tim was shot multiple times by unknown suspect(s). The victim was transported to Kern Medical for treatment. The suspect(s) in this incident were not located or identi-fied,” the statement said. 

A string of shootings in Wasco raises alarm

VERONICA JACUINDEWasco TribuneThe long-awaited annual football competition between Wasco High School and Shafter High School has arrived and will take place on Fri-day, Oct. 28. The heavily contested battle will be a fight for the title of champion.
A week-long celebration of fun on campus will lead up to the game. Starting on Monday, there will be different dress-up days and lunch-time activities, including karaoke. On Thursday, a community bon-fire rally will take place on the WHS football field starting at 7 p.m. It is open to the public for those wanting to show their support for the WHS football players. 

"It's a tradition that we've done forever," Activities Director Hailey Coyle said.
On the morning of the 28th, there will be a breakfast for select WHS students in the cafeteria. Students from Shafter High will attend, in-cluding their football team, cheer-leaders, ASB officers, administra-

tion and coaches. 
Since WHS is hosting the game this year, they will put on the break-fast. 
A rally in the auditorium for the WHS student body will follow, and Shafter students also will attend. 

There will be chants, a cheer team performance, a dance rou-tine by mascot Tilly the Tiger and a filmed skit on the big screen.Once the WHS rally concludes, the students that participated in the 

Shafter-Wasco 
battle is back

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressSports at Wasco High School was put on hold last week, with all games and matches cancelled due to increased violence in the area. With another two shootings in the city of Wasco – coupled with rumors on social media – the school decided to cancel all extra-curricular 

activities, including the football game against Delano High that was scheduled for Thursday night.
Coach Chad Martinez said that the students’ safety is the first priority. “At the end of the day, wins and losses 

Sports canceled as a precaution

See SPORTS Page 7

See A STRING Page 7

See SHAFTER-WASCO Page 8

The Rivalry 
continues on 
October 28

The cheerleaders for both schools will be looking to raise the spirit of all of the students.

Wasco High School and Shafter High School football players, cheerleaders and ASB officers.

WHS mascot Tilly the Tiger and SHS mascot the General.
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The Shafter Press

The Shafter City Council interviewed 

candidates for two open seats on the Shafter 

Planning Com-

mission, with 

two incumbents choosing not to run for an-

other term.
Lovedeep Joshan, who has been the 

manager of expanding Big Stop Market for 

over 10 years, said that he is interested in 

serving as a Planning Commissioner be-

cause he wants to learn about the opera-

tions of the city and how it makes decisions 

for development and zoning ordinances. He 

also said that he wants to help the city grow 

in a positive way.

David Puiser is another candidate. Puis-

er has lived in Shafter for seven years, mov-

ing to Shafter from Oildale to be closer to 

his wife’s grandmother, who lives in But-

tonwillow. “I fell in love with Shafter, and 

I am excited for the opportunity to serve 

the city of Shafter and help us develop our 

downtown and other areas of the city.”

They were asked four questions, one 

of them being what they would like to see 

happen in the downtown area. Joshan said, 

“I would like to see a few more restaurants 

in the downtown area, as well as a couple 

of new businesses. I go through the down-

Periodical Postage
PAID

Shafter, CA
Permit 491700

Vol. 95 No. 19   •   Shafter, California

Vol. 45  No. 19   •   Wasco, California 

Thursday, November 3, 2022

UPDATES ONLINE AT THESHAFTERPRESS.COM AND WASCOTRIB.COM

OPEN 24 HOURS 

GET YOURS AT...

Hwy 99 and Merced Avenue Exit

Phone orders: 661-392-9200 

FREE

See COUNCIL Page 6

WASCO

SHAFTER

Hopefuls interviewed for planning board

The council voted to approve a $2 per 

hour retention pay rate increase, which was 

agreed upon over a year ago. Part-time and 

full time employees will get the raise –  ev-

eryone except employees who are on sal-

ary. The fiscal impact for the city is approx-

imately $535,000 per year, of which about 

80% is coming from the General Fund.

Retention pay increase will cost city $535K

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

For the 90th time, the Shafter 

Generals and the Wasco Tigers faced 

off in one 

of the fierc-

est and longest-standing rivalries in 

the state. As is the custom, on the 

Friday of the game, the host school 

– this year it was Wasco – hosts the 

two schools’ football players, coach-

es, cheerleaders and Associated Stu-

dent Body leaders to an exchange 

breakfast. During the breakfast, the 

cheerleaders exchange gifts with the 

opposing side. 

After the breakfast, it was time 

for the Exchange Rally. The Wasco 

High auditorium is one of the loud-

est venues in any high school any-

where. With its resonating acoustics, 

the cheers and chants reverberated 

around the building. Both cheer 

squads performed, along with Tilly 

the Tiger, who put on a great show.

Of course, it wouldn’t be an ex-

change rally without the customary 

video produced by each school. The 

majority of the time it is a series of 

skits spoofing the other school’s and 

team’s students, players and staff. 

At the end of the rally, each head 

football coach announces their play-

ers, who in turn, meet at the middle of 

the stage to shake hands. This always 

gets a big cheer from the students 

and a lot of competitive chanting. 

After the rally was over, the visit-

ing school returned home to await 

the exchange rally on their campus. 

This year, it was in the Shafter High 

gymnasium. Both cheer squads per-

formed their routines for the Shafter 

crowd, and the Generals threw in a 

dance by some of their faculty. It was 

then time for the video, which was 

“outstanding,” according to several 

Generals and even one Tiger. 

The rivalry week culminated 

with a battle on the gridiron between 

the Generals and Tigers. For the first 

time in the rivalry, the game was tied 

at regulation and had to go to over-

time. The Tigers won the game, thus 

earning bragging rights for the next 

year, until the Blue and Gold and 

Orange and Black do battle again.

Exchange Breakfast,

rallies honor tradition

VERONICA JACUINDE
Wasco Tribune

After a tough battle, Wasco High School 

junior and varsity football teams took home 

the win against Shafter High School. This 

marked one of the biggest rivalries in Kern 

County.
It was a spirited week for WHS stu-

dents, with many activities leading up to 

the games. 
The fun started on Monday when stu-

dents enjoyed dress-up days and lunchtime 

fun with food and karaoke during the week.

A friendly bonfire on the WHS football 

field took place on Thursday night. The 

community and students, including football 

players and cheerleaders, came together to 

show their pride with loud cheers as a paper 

mache Shafter High General mascot was 

set on fire. 

Some said it was great preparation for 

the big games.

“It was my first time, and I was really 

looking forward to it. I brought my Tiger 

spirit. I always do,” Lilliana Martinez said.

Josh Huddleston, athletic/activities di-

rector, said, “It was well attended, more 

than previous years. It’s a tradition we 

brought back from Covid.” 

He added, “This is for the kids, a warm-

Wasco carries on the tradition

SHAFTER

Alex Aguirre and Jude Granados square off at half court for 

the player introductions.
The Shafter High cheer squad.

See WASCO Page 5 Football players go head to head.

VERONICA JACUINDE
Wasco Tribune

On Tuesday at theregu-

lar  City Council meet-

ing, a public hearing was 

held to adopt a resolution 

authorizing the use of tax-

exempt funds to finance the 

acquisition, construction, 

improvement and equip-

ping of a 36-unit affordable 

multifamily project at 401 

N. Poplar Ave.

The funds would be 

sourced from the issuance 

of the California Munici-

pal Finance Authority mul-

tifamily housing revenue 

bonds up to  $15 million.

According to a staff re-

port, on Nov. 16 last year, the city approved the Poplar Place 

Apartment project to be built at the west side of Poplar Av-

enue north of Highway 46. The borrower (Wasco Pacific 

Associates, LP) of this project requested that the CMFA 

serve as the municipal issuer of the bonds.

For all or a portion of the bonds to qualify as tax-exempt, 

the City of Wasco had to conduct a public hearing. This 

purpose was to provide community members an opportu-

nity to speak in favor of or against the use of tax-exempt 

bonds for the project's financing. 

Following the close of the TEFRA hearing, an "appli-

cable elected representative," in this case, the City Council, 

provided its approval of the issuance of the bonds for use to 

fund the Poplar Place Apartments.

The CMFA was created  in 2004 to promote econom-

ic, cultural and community development. This was done 

through financing economic development and charitable 

activities throughout California. 

Over 330 municipalities, including the City of Wasco, 

have become members of CMFA. 

Community Development Director Keri Cobb shared 

that the CMFA was formed to assist local governments, 

City will use 

bonds to fund 

new housing
WASCO

City Manager Scott Hurlbert.

See CITY Page 7

Monique Martinez

Jasmine Barbosa

Aleena Lopez

Amaia Marquez
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Recreation and Parks Dis-
trict’s annual Summer Tennis Camp has 
attracted a full roster of campers eager to 

learn the 
love of the 

sport. 
Headed up by director Nelson Salinas, 

the camp is teaching the kids the basics of 
the sport, including the different strokes, 
as well as the other components of the 
game that are often overlooked.

Before the campers even hit a ball on 
the Shafter High courts, Salinas taught 
them the importance of proper footwork, 
as well as fitness for the game. The kids 
spent the first half of each session working 
on exercises, such as jumping jacks, wind 
sprints, and drills intent on teaching them 
proper technique when it comes to how 
and where to approach the ball. 

The campers spent several drills prac-
ticing how to shuffle sideways, enabling 
them to correctly be in the proper posi-
tion to approach the ball. This phase of 
the game is often overlooked, with eager 
players wanting to get out there and hit 
the ball immediately. “A lot of the kids we 
have haven’t played the game before,” Sa-

lina said. “So, we want to teach them how 
to play the correct way, while also having a 
lot of fun.”

Salinas and his staff taught the kids 
proper stroke technique, including the 
forehand, backhand, serve, as well as the 
volley and the return. The majority of 

the kids were beginners, eager to learn 
how to play the game. They also will 
benefit from the fitness that the game 
brings when played properly, lend-
ing them positive experience in other 
sports as well.

The camp will go until Thursday, Aug. 

24, with the players being able to play a 
full match by the end of the sessions. This 
teaching of proper technique also will help 
those kids who wish to pursue tennis in ju-
nior play, as well as when they get into high 
school and can be a part of a competitive 
team, Salinas explained.

SHAFTER

PUBLIC NOTICES

 

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM   *Sufficient equity required - no consumer loans
Real Estate License #01041073  

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,  points & fees than conventional discount loans

RETIRED COUPLE  
HAS $1MIL TO LEND ON CA. REAL ESTATE*

CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217  

Buys T.D.s and Buys/Lends on Partial Interests

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Petition to 

Administer Estate of:
Raymon Allen Reaves, Jr.

Case Number: BPB-23-002768
1. To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: Raymon 
Allen Reaves, Jr.
2. A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Christine Reaves in the Su-
perior Court of California, County of: 
Kern
3. The Petition for Probate requests 
that: Christine Reaves be appointed 
as personal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.
5. The petition requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the per-
sonal representative will be required 
to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless an 
interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the 
authority.
6. A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows:
a. Date: 8/24/2023 Time: 8:30a.m.  
Dept.: J-1
b. Address of court: Superior Court 
of California, County of Kern, 2100 
College Ave, Bakersfield, CA 93305. 
Juvenile Justice Center
7.  If  you object to the granting of 
the petition you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney.
8. If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representative 
appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters to 

a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the Cali-
fornia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days 
from the date of mailing or personal 
delivery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California Probate 
Code.
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
9. You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk.
10. Attorney for petitioner: 
Kurt Van Sciver, Esq.
5500 Ming Avenue, Suite 362
Bakersfield, CA 93309
661-412-7729
Publish Wasco Tribune July 27, Au-
gust 3, 10, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business Name 
Abandonment Statement

Neveria Los Viga
837 7th Street
Wasco, CA 93280
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
837 7th Street
Wasco, CA 93280
Silvestre Viga
12047 Benner Ave
McFarland, CA 93250
Business was conducted by: Indi-
vidual
/s/Silvestre Viga, Owner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2022-B0129
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
01/06/2022
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 07/25/2023
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/P Del Villar
   Publish Wasco Tribune August 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Petition to Administer 

Estate of:
Gertrude Mullins

Case Number: BPB-22-003211
1. To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: Ger-
trude Mullins
2. A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Angela Mullins in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County of: 
Kern
3. The Petition for Probate requests 
that: Angela Mullins be appointed as 
personal representative to adminis-
ter the estate of the decedent.
5. The petition requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the per-
sonal representative will be required 
to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless an 
interested person files an objection 
to the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the 
authority.
6. A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows:
a. Date: 10/26/2023 Time: 8:30AM  
Dept.: J-1
b. Address of court: Superior Court 
of California, County of Kern, 2100 
College Ave, Bakersfield, CA 93305. 
Probate Court
7.  If  you object to the granting of 
the petition you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney.
8. If you are a creditor or a contin-
gent creditor of the decedent, you 
must file your claim with the court 
and mail a copy to the personal rep-
resentative appointed by the court 
within the later of either (1) four 
months from the date of first issu-

ance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 
58(b) of the California Probate Code, 
or (2) 60 days from the date of mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a notice 
under section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
9. You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk.
10. Attorney for petitioner: 
Philip M. Flanigan
4082 N. Cedar Ave., Ste. 104
Fresno, CA 93726
559-435-0455
Publish Wasco Tribune July 27, Au-
gust 3, 10, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Lucky 7’s Waste Bin Cleaners

2023-B4670
A+ Waste Bin Cleaners
2023-B4671
824 Fletcher Street
McFarland, CA 93250
County: Kern
824 Fletcher Street
McFarland, CA 93250
Gilberto Sanchez Jr
824 Fletcher Street
McFarland, CA 93250
Jessica Nunez
824 Fletcher Street
McFarland, CA 93250
The business is conducted by: Co-
Partners
Date the business commenced: N/A
/s/Gilberto Sanchez Jr
Date Statement Filed: 07/18/2023
Date Statement Expires: 07/18/2028
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M De La Rosa

Publish Wasco Tribune August 10, 17, 
24, 31, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
V Salmeron Trucking

2023-B5121
2661 Appletree Ln
Wasco, CA 93280
County: Kern
2661 Appletree Ln
Wasco, CA 93280
Victor Salmeron Alcaraz
2661 Appletree Ln
Wasco, CA 93280
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
01/01/1999
/s/Victor Salmeron Alcaraz
Date Statement Filed: 08/03/2023
Date Statement Expires: 08/03/2028
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M De La Rosa
Publish Wasco Tribune August 10, 17, 
24, 31, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wasco Mini Storage

451 N. F Street
Wasco, CA 93280
ONLINE Auction
Storagetreasures.com
Ending 8/11/23 @9am
Cleaning Deposit $50
72 Hours clean-out
U1009 Jose Arredondo
household
U1502 David Tullos
household
U1203 Sergio Ramirez
household
U0604 Annette Gardner 
household
U1511 Ramon Aguilar
household
U606 Delila Castillo
household
U1424 Blanca Cortez
household
U0826 Maria Mendez
household
U0502 Maria Mendez
household 
Publish Wasco Tribune August 3, 10, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
M.A.C. Automotive Service

2023-B4874
MAC Lube

2023-B4875
624 F Street
Wasco, CA 93280
County: Kern
624 F Street
Wasco, CA 93280
Miguel Angel Calderon
1541 Poppy Ct
Wasco, CA 93280
Magdalena Ayala Calderon
1541 Poppy Ct
Wasco, CA 93280
The business is conducted by: Gen-
eral Partnership
Date the business commenced: 
01/01/2013
/s/Miguel Calderon
Date Statement Filed: 07/26/2023
Date Statement Expires: 07/26/2028
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: P Del Villar
Publish Wasco Tribune August 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Neveria Los Viga

2023-B4856
1300 7th St
Wasco, CA 93280
County: Kern
1300 7th St
Wasco, CA 93280
Silvestre Viga
1300 7th St
Wasco, CA 93280
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
/s/Silvestre Viga
Date Statement Filed: 07/25/2023
Date Statement Expires: 07/25/2028
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: P Del Villar
Publish Wasco Tribune August 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2023

DEATH NOTICES
Marlene Joyce Lovett,  71, of 

Bakersfield, passed away July 26, in 
Bakersfield. Peters Funeral Home, 
Shafter.

Richard Garcia,  37, of Wasco, 
passed away Aug. 2, in Fresno. Peters 
Funeral Home, Wasco.

Jamie Andriano Campos,  81, of 

Bakersfield, passed away July 27, in 
Bakersfield. Basham & Lara Funeral 
Care, Shafter.

Irene A. Perales,  84, of Shafter, 
passed away Aug. 2, in Shafter. Bash-
am & Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Louanna Grace Mejia,  68, 
of Shafter, passed away July 27, 

in Shafter. Peters Funeral Home, 
Shafter.

Perry Enos Peacock,  85, of Was-
co, passed away Aug. 4, in Wasco. Pe-
ters Funeral Home, Wasco.

Yvonne Adeline Medina,  88, of 
Shafter, passed away Aug. 5, in Shafter. 
Peters Funeral Home, Shafter.

Tennis camp teaching love of the sport

The campers learn proper footwork.

Conditioning is an important part of the sessions. Wind sprints help with the group’s quickness.
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 1  SHAFTER YARD SALE
Family Yard Sale- Saturday 
Aug. 12th, 7:30- ? Levis, 
clothing, shoes, new snow 
gear and lots of misc. On 
the 700 block of Golden 
West Ave., Shafter.

 2 AUTO/MOTORCYCLES
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
KIDS Fast Free Pickup 
– Running or Not – 24 
Hour Response – Maxi-
mum Tax Donation – 
Help Find Missing Kids! 
Call 1-888-491-1453. 
(Cal-SCAN)

Donating your Vehicle? 
Get More! Free Towing. Tax 
Deductible. Plus a $200 
restaurant voucher and a 
2-night/ 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations. Call 
Heritage for the blind to 
donate your vehicle today. 
CALL 1-844-491-2884 (Cal-
SCAN)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR?? Your car donation 
to Patriotic Hearts helps 
veterans find work or start 
their own business. Fast 
free pick. Running or not! 

Call 24/7: 1-877-529-0495 
(Cal-SCAN)

Tiene un vehiculo no de-
seado? Donelo a Patriotic 
Hearts! Recogida rápida y 
gratuita en los 50 estados. 
Patriotic Hearts ofrece 
programas para ayudar a 
los veteranos a encontrar 
trabajo o iniciar su pro-
pio negocio. Llama ahora: 
1-844-244-5441 (24/7) 
(Cal-SCAN)

 5       MISC. FOR SALE
Switch and save up to 
$250/year on your talk, 
text and data. No contract 
and no hidden fees. Un-
limited talk and text with 
flexible data plans. Pre-
mium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer 
service. Limited time of-
fer get $50 off on any new 
account. Use code GIFT50. 
For more information, call 
1-844-908-0605 (SCAN)

DID YOU KNOW Newspa-
per-generated content is 
so valuable it’s taken and 
repeated, condensed, 
broadcast, tweeted, dis-

cussed, posted, copied, 
edited, and emailed count-
less times throughout the 
day by others? Discover 
the Power of Newspaper 
Advertising. For a free bro-
chure call 916-288-6011 or 
email cecilia@cnpa.com 
(Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 
how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. CNPA’s 
Advertising Services’ pow-
er to connect to nearly 13 
million of the state’s read-
ers who are an engaged au-
dience, makes our services 
an indispensable marketing 
solution. For more info call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 
or cecelia@cnpa.com (Cal-
SCAN)

DIRECTV. New 2-Year Price 
Guarantee. The most live 
MLB games this season, 
220+ channels and over 
45,000 on-demand titles. 
$84.99/mo for 24 months 
with CHOICE Package. 
Some restrictions apply. 
Call DIRECTV 1-888-641-
5762 (Cal-SCAN)

Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC 
home standby generator. 
$0 Money Down + Low 
Monthly Payment Options. 
Request a FREE Quote – 
Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-844-439-
5645 (Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts. Call 1-855-
424-7581 (Cal-SCAN)

 6        MISC WANTED
BE WARY OF out of area 
companies. Check with 
the local Better Business 
Bureau before you send any 
money for fees or services. 
Read and understand any 
contracts before you sign. 
Shop around for rates. 

9               BUSINESS 
            OPPORTUNITY
NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own 

book. FREE author submis-
sion kit! Limited offer! Why 
wait? Call now: 1-855-667-
0380 (Cal-SCAN)

Become a published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing –Trusted by 
Authors since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribu-
tion. Call for Your Free 
Author’s Guide 1-877-
538-9554 or visit http://
d o r ra n c e i nfo.c o m/Ca l i 
(Cal-SCAN)

  10            SERVICES

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ 
BBB rated. Call National 

Debt Relief 1-888-231-
4274. (Cal-SCAN)

FREE high speed internet 
for those that qualify. Gov-
ernment program for re-
cipients of select programs 
incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
Veterans Pension, Survivor 
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal. 
15GB internet service. Bo-
nus offer: Android tablet 
FREE with one-time $20 
copay. Free shipping & han-
dling. Call Maxsip Telecom 
today! 1-855-480-0769 
(Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME IN-
SURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 
companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 
savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 
(M-F 8am-8pm Central) 
(CAL-SCAN)

 17         REAL ESTATE
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 

for business purpose 
Real Estate loans. Credit 
unimportant. V.I.P. Trust 
Deed Company www.
viploan.com Call 1-818-
248-0000. Broker-prin-
cipal DRE 01041073. No 
consumer loans. (Cal-
SCAN)

 17                         REAL ESTATE

Jim Graddy, Broker   Lic#00366083

746-1010

GRADDY
& COMPANY

REAL ESTATE
MLS Service | DRE 00366083

We are locally 
owned & operated
If you are ready to sell or 
buy give us a call today!

 17                         REAL ESTATE

Martinez
Home Repair &

Remodeling
Drywall, Electrical, Roofing, 

Framing & Painting
Miguel 661.340.5888

• Lawn Mowing
• General Cleaning
• Sprinkler Repair
• Professional Tree Trimming

Villalobos
Lawn 

Service

Licensed & Insured
661-900-3439 Espanol
661-817-2387 English

INTER COUNTY 
HEATING & COOLING
REPAIRS * INSTALLATION

Call or Text
Mario 661-428-1064
Jesus 661-203-4297

Se Habla Español
Lic#1043948

HOW TO 
ORDER 
YOUR 

CLASSIFIED
 IN PERSON

Our Offices at 455 Kern 
St., Suite E. Shafter. 

Open 9:00 a.m.
 to 3:00 p.m.

BY  M AIL
 Ma il your ad, or prepay-

ment to our office: 
Shafter Press, P.O. Box  

789, Shafter, CA 93263, 
 661-292-5100

BY FAX
Fax your ad to 
661-292-5077.

ONLINE
Send an email to classi-
fied@theshafterpress.

com or classified@
wascotrib.com

HOW  T O 
A DVERTISE

 E FFECTIVELY AND
 E CONOMICALLY

  Our  s ales representatives 
are pleased to help you 
compose the most effec-
tive ad at a minimum cost. 
Here are two key points to 
remember about your ads:
  1 .  If it’s an item you’re sell-
ing, remember to include 
as much information as 
possible The more poten-
tial buyers know about the 
item you have for sale ,  the 
more interest they have in 
calling you.
  2 .  Our reputation for Clas-
sified Advertising results 

is excellent. But not every 
potential buyer will read 
your ad on the same day. 
The majority of our private 
party advertisers take ad-
vantage of our discount 
rates. This simply means 
that you order your ad for  
two  consecutive issues, 
but should you get the re-
sults you desire before the 
ad has expired, you may 
call and cancel the ad and 
be refunded for the days 
the ad did not appear. Ex-
cept for GR  – no refunds or 
changes accepted.

GENERAL POLICY
 1. Rates and deadlines 
subject to change with-
out notice.
 2. The Shafter Press and 
Wasco Tribune make ev-
ery effort to avoid errors 
in advertisements. Each 
ad is carefully read back 
for approval. However, 
mistakes sometimes 
slip through. We ask that 
you check your ad care-
fully. If you should find 
an error, report it to the 
Classified Department 
right away by calling  
661-292-5100 and ask-
ing for Classified. We 
regret that we cannot 
be responsible for more 
than one incorrect pub-
lication if you do not call 
the error to our atten-
tion. The Shafter Press 
and Wasco Tribune 
cannot be liable for an 
amount greater than the 
amount paid for such 
advertising.

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS.

 17                         REAL ESTATE

Buying or Selling? Call us!

661-758-6435
1701 Hw 46, Wasco CA 93280

Broker License #01746968

Lot in Lost Hills apprx 148x150
In the corner of Fresno St & Woodward St $159,000 

909 1st 4/2 Huge Lot  $359,000
2340 Sharon Ct 4/2  SOLD

1717 Hwy 46 - SOLD
368 Maple Ave - SOLD 
1033 Pistachio - SOLD

1532 5th St  2 bed + 
office/bonus room, $269,000
1224 4th St., 3bd 1 Ba - SOLD

526 D St - SOLD

 17                         REAL ESTATE

BIG JOE'SBIG JOE'S
POOL SERVICEPOOL SERVICE

Shafter/Wasco
Bakersfield

FREE QUOTES
661-314-2697

 17                         REAL ESTATE

SENIOR DANCES
Monday-Wednesday-Friday

10am-12pm
Rasmussen Senior Center

115 E. Roberts Lane, 
Bakersfield

Call Desiree 
392-2030 for info

Positions available in Greater Bakersfield 
Area, Arvin, Kern Valley and Shafter 3 

hours daily. Knowledge of basic methods 
of food prep, cleaning & procedures 

preferred, but not req’d.. Training will be 
provided. Basic testing req’d. $17.04/hr. 
Computerized register helpful. Nutrition 

Services will cover fingerprint fee. 
Apply online at www.kernhigh.org.

NUTRITION 
SERVICE 
WORKER 

SUBSTITUTE

HELP WANTED

 7             EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

THESHAFTERPRESS.COM
& WASCOTRIB.COM

Jerome Preston
Realtor/CalBRE#01500105

661-342-6474
Jeromepreston7@gmail.com

Looking for 3 and/or 4 bedroom homes for buyers.
 Price range  $250K to $375K.  Please call me.

SOLD! - 562 Lerdo Hwy     
Commercial/Light Industrial Warehouse $260,000. 

Multiple tenants in place. Offers many options 

SOLD! - 2 half acre industrial lots -       
ASH AVE east of Beech. Adjacent to planned future 
sports complex. Buy one or both $150,000 each. 

Opportunity for new business. Call for more details

SOLD! - $307,000 - 300 Cross Street
3 bdrm, 1 3/4 ba on large corner lot

Irais Perez 
Lic# 02051930

661-421-0521
Se habla Espanol.

SOLD! - 9420 Wible Road   $450,000  
2.5 acres with manufactured home. Offers options to ad ADU's 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY • SALE PENDING
12438 Rosedale Hwy, Bakersfield   $1,800,000

Preschool with 5 classrooms & 4 bdrm home sit on 1.45 
Acres Conditional Use Permit in place for commercial use. 

Call me for more information.

FOR SALE....411 E Los Angeles   $1,650,000
Almost 20 acres for residential development.Three 

2bdrm/1ba rentals, One 3bdrm/2ba home & 1 mobile home 
sit on the property.  Call me for information.

SOLD! - $330,000 - 5903 Honeysuckle Ave, 
Bakersfield • 3 bdrms, 2 ba. Close to schools and park

SOLD! - 2 half acre industrial lots -
ASH AVE east of Beech. Adjacent to planned future

sports complex. Buy one or both $150,000 each.
Opportunity for new business. Call for more details

Interesado en comprar o 
vender llame a Sonia Bravo

Jerome Preston
Realtor/CalBRE#01500105

661-342-6474
Jeromepreston7@gmail.com

Sonia Bravo
Lic# 01983424

661-303-2680

CLASSIFIEDS661-292-5100
TO ADVERTISE

661-292-5100
TO ADVERTISE

NOTICE OF VACANCY 
Interested persons are hereby notified that 

pursuant to Government Code 1780 there is a 
vacancy at the Shafter Recreation & Park 

District Board of Directors. 
The position to be filled is for a                                                                
term ending December 2023. 

The seat will go up for election or appointment on                              
July 18, 2022 for the final 18 months of the term. 

Applications are available at the
Shafter Recreation & Park District Office located at: 

700 E. Tulare Shafter, CA 93263 

Phone #: (661) 746-3303 

Website: ShafterRecreation.com 

Applications are due by: July 8th, 2022 
 This district board has 60 days from the date the board is notified of the 

vacancy or the effective date of the vacancy, whichever is later, to fill 
the vacancy by appointment or call a special election. Gov. Code 1780. 

Pursuant to Government Code 1780, this notice will be posted for 15 
days at the Shafter Recreation & Park District Office, The Shafter W.C 

Walker Senior Center, The Shafter City Hall and the Shafter Press from 
dates June 23, 2022 to July 7, 2022.  

Shafter Recreation seeks part-time 
Activity Leaders. Activity Leaders will 

work up to 5 hours a day and up to 5 days 
a week. Hours will be flexible to meet 

program needs. Applicants should be at 
least 18 years old, experienced working 

with kids from K-8th grade, flexible, 
enthusiastic and creative. Skills/knowledge 

related to one or more of these areas are 
a plus: Various sports, coding, Folklorico, 

variety dance, baton, drones. 
Interested persons can get an application

at shafterrecreation.com or at our office at 
700 E. Tulare Ave., Shafter.  

For more information contact the 
coordinator at:brootsrpd@gmail.com

AFTER SCHOOL 
ACTIVITY LEADERS

 7             EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

OBITUARIES

PASTOR'S CORNER

Richard Garcia
May 24, 1986 – 

Aug. 2, 2023

Richard Garcia, 37, 
peacefully went home to 
be with his Lord and Savior 
surrounded by his loving 
family on Aug. 2, 2023, at 
Fresno Heart & Surgical 
Hospital in Fresno.

Richard was born on 
May 24, 1986, in Wasco. 
As a youth, he played Little 
League baseball.   He grad-
uated from Wasco High 
School.  He was an avid bas-

ketball and football player, 
and his passion for the 
sports led him in becoming 
a loyal fan of the Raiders 

and Lakers teams all his life. 
In 2008, he met the love of 
his life, his queen, Jaleesa. 
Soon thereafter, they mar-
ried and started a family of 
their own. They welcomed 
their first son, Noah, in 
2010, and Messiah in 2018. 
His wife and sons were 
the joy of his life. Richard 
worked as a truck driver for 
Producers, delivering milk 
to the schools. He was also 
a self-taught barber. He of-
ten enjoyed volunteering 
his time giving haircuts to 
anyone he knew, the kids 

in his neighborhood, and 
all his family and friends in 
Wasco.

Richard attended Fam-
ily Life Worship Center in 
McFarland. His unwaver-
ing faith was the corner-
stone of his character.   His 
passion for sharing God’s 
love and grace was evi-
dent.   He recently gradu-
ated from Teen Challenge 
Ministry Institute on June 
18, 2023, and was named 
valedictorian of his class. 
His plans were to continue 
his education to receive his 

pastoral license.
Richard wass preceded 

in death by his father, Rob-
ert Espinoza, and brother, 
Miguel Soto. He is survived 
by his wife, Jaleesa; his 
sons, Noah and Messiah 
Garcia; his Mother, Petra 
“Baby” Hiracheta; broth-
ers Robert “RJ” Espinoza 
(Tracy), Gustavo “Gus” 
Soto, Christian Soto and 
Jeremy Mitchell; sisters 
Salina Beltran and Brittany 
Mitchell; and many nieces 
and nephews.

A viewing will take 

place on Thursday, Aug. 
17, at Peters Funeral Home 
in Wasco. from 4 to 8 p.m. 
A Celebration of Life will 
be held on Friday, Aug. 
18, at New Generation 
Church. 1017 Central Ave., 
in Wasco at 10 a.m. We in-
vite all those whose lives he 
touched to join us in pay-
ing tribute to the incredible 
man he was.

Rest in eternal peace, 
dear Richard. You will be 
deeply missed, but your 
love and light will forever 
shine brightly in our hearts.

PASTORS JOSE AND 
BEVERLY PERELLO

Home Fellowship Church, Shafter

For the last month, parents have been 
bombarded with ads with back-to-school 
must-haves.  Each one encourages us to 
start their school year off right by purchas-
ing everything from clothes and school 
supplies to electronics.  But getting kids off 
to a good start in life, as well as in school, 
is something that cannot be purchased and 
which needs to be addressed long before 
that panicked, last-minute trip to the store.  

Many have the idea that our schools are 
totally responsible for the education of our 
kids, not just for imparting knowledge of 
reading, math and science, etc., but also for 

teaching them manners, values and other 
key life lessons.  But the Scriptures place 
the responsibility for children’s success on 
parents! 

Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in 
the way he should go and when he is old, he will 
not depart from it.”  The word “train” here 
doesn’t so much imply setting rules, as set-
ting a good example.  As parents, we need to 
show, more than tell, our kids how to act.

Psalm 127:3-4 also says it well, “Chil-
dren are a heritage from the Lord, offspring 
a reward from him. Like arrows in the hands 
of a warrior are children born in one’s youth.”   
First, it reminds us that children are a bless-
ing, not a burden!  Raising kids is not easy, 
but our children are the most important 
legacy any of us will leave behind.  

Then, it compares our children to ar-
rows soaring into the air with purpose and 
direction.  But the successful trajectory of 
an arrow depends on the ability and focus 
of the one who shoots it.  That’s why it says 
they are like “arrows in the hands of a war-
rior.” 

By ability, I mean it will require the dis-
cipline, strength and training of a seasoned 
warrior to get kids off to the right start.  
Preparing your kids for life means you are 
at war. That is not to say at war with your 
kids.  Instead, you are battling for your kids 
against a world of influences that do not 
have their best interests at heart.  

It also will require a very clear focus, 
both on your kids and on the dreams and 
goals you have for them.  Pay attention – 

listen to not only their words, but their 
hearts.  Remember, true success isn’t about 
money, fame or power.  It’s about a healthy 
heart and mind and a life of purpose that 
they will only find as they connect with the 
God who gave them life.

Dream big and aim high for your kids!  
God does! God spoke clearly to His peo-
ple in Jeremiah 29:11, “ ‘For I know the 
plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans 
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.’ ”

God has great plans for your kids, and He 
wants them to have an amazing future.  So 
while you are dreaming big for your kids, 
be sure and hear from the God who knows 
what the future holds for them and who can 
help you guide them to true success.  

Preparing our kids for school – and life
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PUBLIC NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Leave It Here
2023-B5097

6339 Superior Rd
Bakersfield, CA 93314
County: Kern
6339 Superior Rd
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Sandra Wright Billingsley
6339 Superior Rd
Bakersfield, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
/s/Sandra Wright Billingsley
Date Statement Filed: 08/03/2023
Date Statement Expires: 
08/03/2028
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: P Del Villar
Publish Shafter Press August 10, 17, 
24, 31, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
G & M Farm Labor

2023-B4781
339 Olson Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
339 Olson Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
Gabriel Arreola Arreola
339 Olson Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
/s/Gabriel Arreola Arreola
Date Statement Filed: 07/21/2023
Date Statement Expires: 07/21/2028
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: A Goodwin
Publish Shafter Press August 10, 17, 
24, 31, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Niche Beauty Lounge

2023-B4958
5393 Truxtun Ext
Bakersfield, CA 93309
County: Kern
5393 Truxtun Ext
Bakersfield, CA 93309
Shaddy Leasing Corp.
9004 Five Burroughs Dr
Bakersfield, CA 93309
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: Cor-
poration*
Date the business commenced: N/A
/s/Vanessa Shaddy, President
Date Statement Filed: 07/28/2023
Date Statement Expires: 07/28/2028
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M De La Rosa
Publish Shafter Press August 3, 10, 
17, 24, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Gonzalez Brothers Farm 

Services, Inc.
2023-B4679

809 Lawrence St
Shafter, CA 93263
County: Kern
809 Lawrence St
Shafter, CA 93263
Gonzalez Brothers Farm Services, 
Inc.
809 Lawrence St
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Cor-
poration*
Date the business commenced: 
08/02/2013
/s/Filemon Gonzalez
Date Statement Filed: 07/18/2023
Date Statement Expires: 07/18/2028
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: P Del Villar
Publish Shafter Press August 3, 10, 

17, 24, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
Rolling Rigs Road Service

2023-B4678
22601 Baker Rd
Bakersfield, CA 93314
County: Kern
22601 Baker Rd
Bakersfield, CA 93314
Alberto Ceja
22601 Baker Rd
Bakersfield, CA 93314
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
/s/Alberto Ceja
Date Statement Filed: 07/18/2023
Date Statement Expires: 07/18/2028
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: G Sanchez
Publish Shafter Press July 27, August 
3, 10, 17, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business Name 
Abandonment Statement

MC Honey Bees
28598 W. Tulare Ave.
Shafter, CA 93263
County: KERN
Mailing address of business:
28598 W. Tulare Ave.
Shafter, CA 93263
Maria De Jesus Fraire
28598 W. Tulare Ave.
Shafter, CA 93263
Business was conducted by: Indi-
vidual
/s/Maria De Jesus Fraire, Owner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2019-B5542
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
08/26/2019
This statement of Abandonment 
filed on: 07/17/2023
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M De La Rosa
Publish Shafter Press July 20, 27, Au-
gust 3, 10, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 

Name Statement
MAV Pump and Well Service

2023-B4534
3415 Shauna Marie St
Bakersfield, CA 93314
County: Kern
3415 Shauna Marie St
Bakersfield, CA 93314
MAV Energy Solutions, Inc
3415 Shauna Marie St
Bakersfield, CA 93314
State of incorp. or org.: CA
The business is conducted by: Cor-
poration*
Date the business commenced: 
07/11/2023
/s/Marcos Valdez, President
Date Statement Filed: 07/12/2023
Date Statement Expires: 07/12/2028
Aimee X. Espinoza
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: M Hernandez
Publish Shafter Press July 20, 27, Au-
gust 3, 10, 2023

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE TS No. 
CA-23-956800-NJ Order No.: FIN-
23002060 YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 
11/18/2017. UNLESS YOU TAKE AC-
TION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. 
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER. A public auction 
sale to the highest bidder for cash, 
cashier’s check drawn on a state or 
national bank, check drawn by state 
or federal credit union, or a check 
drawn by a state or federal savings 
and loan association, or savings as-
sociation, or savings bank specified 
in Section 5102 to the Financial Code 
and authorized to do business in this 

state, will be held by duly appointed 
trustee. The sale will be made, but 
without covenant or warranty, ex-
pressed or implied, regarding title, 
possession, or encumbrances, to 
pay the remaining principal sum of 
the note(s) secured by the Deed of 
Trust, with interest and late charges 
thereon, as provided in the note(s), 
advances, under the terms of the 
Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees, 
charges and expenses of the Trustee 
for the total amount (at the time of 
the initial publication of the Notice 
of Sale) reasonably estimated to be 
set forth below. The amount may 
be greater on the day of sale. BEN-
EFICIARY MAY ELECT TO BID LESS 
THAN THE TOTAL AMOUNT DUE. 
Trustor(s): James Cole, unmarried 
and Rebecca Morales, unmarried, 
as joint tenants with right of sur-
vivorship Recorded: 11/30/2017 as 
Instrument No. 217161746 of Official 
Records in the office of the Recorder 
of KERN County, California; Date of 
Sale: 9/11/2023 at 10:00 AM Place 
of Sale: At the Front Entrance to 
the City Hall, 1501 Truxtun Avenue, 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 Amount of 
unpaid balance and other charges: 
$93,814.90 The purported property 
address is: 215 CALIFORNIA AVE-
NUE, SHAFTER, CA 93263 Asses-
sor’s Parcel No.: 027-142-06-00-8 
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If 
you are considering bidding on this 
property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks involved 
in bidding at a trustee auction. You 
will be bidding on a lien, not on the 
property itself. Placing the highest 
bid at a trustee auction does not 
automatically entitle you to free and 
clear ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the lien be-
ing auctioned off may be a junior lien. 
If you are the highest bidder at the 
auction, you are or may be respon-
sible for paying off all liens senior to 
the lien being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title to the 
property. You are encouraged to in-
vestigate the existence, priority, and 
size of outstanding liens that may 
exist on this property by contacting 
the county recorder’s office or a title 
insurance company, either of which 
may charge you a fee for this infor-
mation. If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware that 
the same lender may hold more than 
one mortgage or deed of trust on 
the property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY 
OWNER: The sale date shown on this 
notice of sale may be postponed one 
or more times by the mortgagee, 
beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pur-
suant to Section 2924g of the Cali-
fornia Civil Code. The law requires 
that information about trustee sale 
postponements be made available to 
you and to the public, as a courtesy 
to those not present at the sale. If 
you wish to learn whether your sale 
date has been postponed, and, if ap-
plicable, the rescheduled time and 
date for the sale of this property, you 
may call 800-280-2832 for infor-
mation regarding the trustee’s sale 
or visit this internet website http://
www.qualityloan.com, using the file 
number assigned to this foreclosure 
by the Trustee: CA-23-956800-NJ. 
Information about postponements 
that are very short in duration or that 
occur close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately be reflect-
ed in the telephone information or on 
the internet website. The best way 
to verify postponement informa-
tion is to attend the scheduled sale. 
NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have 
a right to purchase this property af-
ter the trustee auction pursuant to 
Section 2924m of the California Civil 
Code. If you are an “eligible tenant 
buyer,” you can purchase the prop-
erty if you match the last and highest 
bid placed at the trustee auction. If 
you are an “eligible bidder,” you may 
be able to purchase the property if 
you exceed the last and highest bid 

placed at the trustee auction. There 
are three steps to exercising this 
right of purchase. First, 48 hours 
after the date of the trustee sale, 
you can call 800-280-2832, or visit 
this internet website http://www.
qualityloan.com, using the file num-
ber assigned to this foreclosure by 
the Trustee: CA-23-956800-NJ to 
find the date on which the trustee’s 
sale was held, the amount of the last 
and highest bid, and the address of 
the trustee. Second, you must send 
a written notice of intent to place a 
bid so that the trustee receives it no 
more than 15 days after the trustee’s 
sale. Third, you must submit a bid so 
that the trustee receives it no more 
than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. 
If you think you may qualify as an “el-
igible tenant buyer” or “eligible bid-
der,” you should consider contacting 
an attorney or appropriate real es-
tate professional immediately for ad-
vice regarding this potential right to 
purchase. NOTICE TO PROSPECTIVE 
OWNER-OCCUPANT: Any prospec-
tive owner-occupant as defined in 
Section 2924m of the California Civil 
Code who is the last and highest bid-
der at the trustee’s sale shall provide 
the required affidavit or declaration 
of eligibility to the auctioneer at the 
trustee’s sale or shall have it deliv-
ered to QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION by 5 p.m. on the next 
business day following the trustee’s 
sale at the address set forth in the 
below signature block. The under-
signed Trustee disclaims any liability 
for any incorrectness of the property 
address or other common designa-
tion, if any, shown herein. If no street 
address or other common designa-
tion is shown, directions to the loca-
tion of the property may be obtained 
by sending a written request to the 
beneficiary within 10 days of the date 
of first publication of this Notice of 
Sale. If the sale is set aside for any 
reason, including if the Trustee is 
unable to convey title, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled only to 
a return of the monies paid to the 
Trustee. This shall be the Purchaser’s 
sole and exclusive remedy. The pur-
chaser shall have no further recourse 
against the Trustor, the Trustee, the 
Beneficiary, the Beneficiary’s Agent, 
or the Beneficiary’s Attorney. If you 
have previously been discharged 
through bankruptcy, you may have 
been released of personal liability for 
this loan in which case this letter is 
intended to exercise the note hold-
ers right’s against the real property 
only. Date: QUALITY LOAN SERVICE 
CORPORATION 2763 Camino Del Rio 
S San Diego, CA 92108 619-645-7711 
For NON SALE information only Sale 
Line: 800-280-2832 Or Login to: 
http://www.qualityloan.com Rein-
statement Line: (866) 645-7711 Ext 
5318 QUALITY LOAN SERVICE COR-
PORATION . TS No.: CA-23-956800-
NJ IDSPub #0187377 8/10/2023 
8/17/2023 8/24/2023 Publish 
Shafter Press

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE 
Trustee Sale No. 164978 Title No. 
DEF-523032 YOU ARE IN DEFAULT 
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 
09/25/2007. UNLESS YOU TAKE AC-
TION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. 
IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF 
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING 
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER. On 08/28/2023 at 
10:00 AM, The Mortgage Law Firm, 
PLC, as duly appointed Trustee un-
der and pursuant to Deed of Trust 
recorded 10/02/2007, as Instrument 
No. 0207201338, in book xx, page 
xx, of Official Records in the office of 
the County Recorder of Kern County, 
State of California, executed by Paul 
D. Baldwin and Lowell G. Baldwin 
and Naomi L. Baldwin, WILL SELL AT 
PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BID-
DER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK/

CASH EQUIVALENT or other form of 
payment authorized by 2924h(b), 
(payable at time of sale in lawful 
money of the United States), At the 
front entrance to the City Hall, 1501 
Truxtun Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 
93301. All right, title and interest 
conveyed to and now held by it under 
said Deed of Trust in the property 
situated in said County and State, 
described as: FULLY DESCRIBED IN 
THE ABOVE DEED OF TRUST AND 
ATTACHED EXHIBIT A. APN 090-
070-35-00-0 EXHIBIT A THE LAND 
HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO IS SIT-
UATED IN THE AREA OF SHAFTER, 
COUNTY OF KERN,STATE OF CALI-
FORNIA, AND IS DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS: PARCEL 1: THE NORTH 
74 FEET OF THE EAST 2/5THS OF 
THE S1/2 OF THE S1/2 OF LOT 32 
OF SECTION 22, TOWNSHIP 28 
SOUTH, RANGE 25 EAST, M.D.B.M., 
IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREA 
OF THE COUNTY OF KERN, STATE 
OF CALIFORNIA, AS PER THE SALES 
MAP OF THE LANDS OF KERN 
LAND COMPANY,RECORDED FEB-
RUARY 11, 1913 IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID 
COUNTY.EXCEPTING THEREFROM 
THE WEST 100 FEET THEREOF. 
ALSO EXCEPTING THEREFROM ALL 
OIL AND GAS IN, ON AND UNDER 
SAID LAND, AS RESERVED INPREVI-
OUS DEEDS OF RECORD. PARCEL 2: 
THE NORTH 173 FEET OF THE EAST 
50 FEET OF THE WEST 100 FEET OF 
THE EAST 2/5THS OF THE S1/2 OF 
THE S1/2 OF LOT 32 OF SECTION 
22, TOWNSHIP 28 SOUTH, RANGE 
25 EAST, M.D.B.M.,IN THE UNINCOR-
PORATED AREA OF THE COUNTY 
OF KERN, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS 
PER THE SALES MAP OF THE LANDS 
OF THE KERN COUNTY LAND COM-
PANY, RECORDED FEBRUARY 11, 
1913 IN THE OFFICE OF THE COUN-
TY RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY. 
EXCEPTING THEREFROM ALL OIL 
AND GAS RIGHTS IN AND UNDER 
SAID LAND, AS RESERVED INDEEDS 
OF RECORD. The street address and 
other common designation, if any, of 
the real property described above 
is purported to be: 30793 Elliot St, 
Shafter, CA 93263 The undersigned 
Trustee disclaims any liability for any 
incorrectness of the street address 
and other common designation, if 
any, shown herein. Said sale will be 
made, but without covenant or war-
ranty, expressed or implied, regard-
ing title, possession, or encumbranc-
es, to pay the remaining principal 
sum of the note(s) secured by said 
Deed of Trust, with interest thereon, 
as provided in said note(s), advances, 
if any, under the terms of said Deed 
of Trust, fees, charges and expenses 
of the Trustee and of the trusts cre-
ated by said Deed of Trust. The total 
amount of the unpaid balance of the 
obligation secured by the property 
to be sold and reasonable estimated 
costs, expenses and advances at 
the time of the initial publication of 
the Notice of Sale is: $250,683.45 If 
the Trustee is unable to convey title 
for any reason, the successful bid-
der’s sole and exclusive remedy shall 
be the return of monies paid to the 
Trustee, and the successful bidder 
shall have no further recourse. The 
beneficiary under said Deed of Trust 
heretofore executed and delivered 
to the undersigned a written Dec-
laration of Default and Demand for 
Sale, and written Notice of Default 
and Election to Sell. The under-
signed caused a Notice of Default 
and Election to Sell to be recorded 
in the county where the real prop-
erty is located. Dated:07/28/2023 
THE MORTGAGE LAW FIRM, PLC 
Adriana Durham/Authorized Sig-
nature 27368 Via Industria, STE. 
201, Temecula, CA 92590 (619) 
465-8200 FOR TRUSTEE’S SALE 
INFORMATION PLEASE CALL (800) 
280-2832 The Mortgage Law Firm, 
PLC. may be attempting to collect a 
debt. Any information obtained may 

be used for that purpose. NOTICE 
TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are 
considering bidding on this proper-
ty lien, you should understand that 
there are risks involved in bidding at 
a trustee auction. You will be bid-
ding on a lien, not on the property 
itself. Placing the highest bid at a 
trustee auction does not automati-
cally entitle you to free and clear 
ownership of the property. You 
should also be aware that the lien 
being auctioned off may be a junior 
lien. If you are the highest bidder at 
the auction, you are or may be re-
sponsible for paying off all liens se-
nior to the lien being auctioned off, 
before you can receive clear title to 
the property. You are encouraged to 
investigate the existence, priority, 
and size of outstanding liens that 
may exist on this property by con-
tacting the county recorder’s office 
or a title insurance company, either 
of which may charge you a fee for 
this information. If you consult ei-
ther of these resources, you should 
be aware that the same lender may 
hold more than one mortgage or 
deed of trust on the property. NO-
TICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The 
sale date shown on this notice of 
sale may be postponed one or more 
times by the mortgagee, benefi-
ciary, trustee, or a court, pursuant 
to Section 2924g of the California 
Civil Code. The law requires that in-
formation about trustee sale post-
ponements be made available to 
you and to the public, as a courtesy 
to those not present at the sale. If 
you wish to learn whether your sale 
date has been postponed, and, if 
applicable, the rescheduled time 
and date for the sale of this proper-
ty, you may call (800) 280-2832 for 
information regarding the trustee’s 
sale or visit this Internet Web site - 
www.auction.com - for information 
regarding the sale of this property, 
using the file number assigned to 
this case: 164978. Information 
about postponements that are 
very short in duration or that occur 
close in time to the scheduled sale 
may not immediately be reflected 
in the telephone information or on 
the Internet Web site. The best way 
to verify postponement informa-
tion is to attend the scheduled sale. 
NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have 
a right to purchase this property 
after the trustee auction pursuant 
to Section 2924m of the California 
Civil Code. If you are an “eligible 
tenant buyer,” you can purchase the 
property if you match the last and 
highest bid placed at the trustee 
auction. If you are an “eligible bid-
der,” you may be able to purchase 
the property if you exceed the last 
and highest bid placed at the trust-
ee auction. There are three steps 
to exercising this right of purchase. 
First, 48 hours after the date of 
the trustee sale, you can call (800) 
280-2832 for information regard-
ing the trustee’s sale, or visit this 
internet website www.auction.com 
or https://tracker.auction.com/
sb1079/ for information regarding 
the sale of this property, using the 
file number assigned to this case 
Ts# 164978 to find the date on 
which the trustee’s sale was held, 
the amount of the last and highest 
bid, and the address of the trustee. 
Second, you must send a written 
notice of intent to place a bid so 
that the trustee receives it no more 
than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid so that 
the trustee receives it no more than 
45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you 
think you may qualify as an “eligible 
tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” 
you should consider contacting an 
attorney or appropriate real estate 
professional immediately for ad-
vice regarding this potential right to 
purchase. A-4792181 08/03/2023, 
08/10/2023, 08/17/2023 Publish 
Shafter Press

VERONICA JACUINDE
Wasco Tribune

The Wasco High School varsity and ju-
nior varsity cross country teams are poised 

for another suc-
cessful season. 

With practice underway, they are working 
hard to win the South Sequoia League and 
make it into the Valley Championship. 

Omar Garcia is one of three head 
coaches, along with Rafael Gonzalez and 
Leo Sanchez. He has coached both the 
varsity and junior varsity teams since 2015. 

"We're building,” Garcia siad. “The boys 
are getting stronger every year, as more and 
more boys come out. Our girl's program 
has been staying consistent and competing 
at a high level."

The girls have won the SSL title five 
times since 2016. The boys have won it 
twice, in 2016 and 2017. 

He's looking to take home the titles 
again. 

"With both programs, I want to keep 
grounded and remain close as a family. Ev-
erything else will follow." 

Regarding the Valley Championship, 
he said, "With the girls, the goal is to have 
the opportunity to get there and demon-
strate their ability to perform well and be 
competitive.”

"So far, the young ladies have done an 
excellent job in making that goal a reality in 
that they are always prepared and strong."

Of the boys, he said they have done 
amazingly well. 

"We went from being not ranked in the 

top 10 to now being ranked 10th and 12th 
going into Valley. They have been progress-
ing and are a very coachable set of kids." 

Garcia said there is a special dynamic 
among the teams.

"That is what I want them to take away 
from it. I don't want them to see each other 
as competitors but instead more like a fam-
ily, and that makes for a better team." 

The season runs from June to Novem-
ber, and their first race is on Friday, Aug. 25, 
in Fresno for the Highlander Invitational. 

They practice Monday through Friday, 
where they run, do workouts, lift weights 
and focus on strength and conditioning, 
with some yoga and flexibility exercises. 

Garcia said the runners develop self-
confidence and leadership while working 
on their mental well-being and coming to-
gether as a team. He says they are are very 
tenacious, goal-orientated, self-driven and 
have clear visions of what success means to 
them as a team.

Garcia believes cross country is the 
most grueling and unforgiving sport. 

"It's not easy to feel loved doing this be-

cause most of the time, no one sees what 
the kids are going through. The commu-
nity will only see if they won or lost, but 
these kids do a lot of hard work behind the 
scenes."

He said every group is unique. 
"I can tell you, as a coach, I've had 

groups run over 900 miles and others over 
600 miles in a season. But for me, I want 
quality over quantity, so the coaches and I 
will design a workout that suits our current 
teams."

The athletes are creating special memories. 
"By just being there for each other and 

supporting each other. I like to take them 
to races we were never allowed before." 

"We go to Morro Bay. Some have nev-
er seen the beach, so we take them to the 
beach, and we'll go to Mt. San Antonio 
College in Los Angeles, one of the biggest 
cross country races where recruiters are 
there to look at the kids run."

Priscella Raya, a senior on the varsity 
team, said of Garcia, "He is an incredible 
coach. One of the best I've ever had. He 
knows how to push us in the right direction 

and helps us love the sport even more." 
She said what she enjoys most is that it 

makes her feel better knowing she can go 
out there and do something that is very dif-
ficult for most people. 

Giselle Acevedo is a junior on the var-
sity team and hopes to make it to Valley. 

"If we continue to put our passion into 
it, we have a great shot at it." 

She said she has learned a lot about her-
self, "I can go beyond the limits someone 
places on me and become good at some-
thing I never thought I could do."

Nicholas Contreras is a junior on the 
varsity team. 

  He said pushing himself and having 
his team around him to help take him to 
greater heights is the best part of the sport.

He hopes to break his records this sea-
son, "And do much better than my previ-
ous season. It's always about improving 
myself and helping others improve them-
selves."

Garcia said they all live by their motto. 
"Run as one, work as a team and finish 

as a family."

Vross country teams off to a good start

Coaches with the WHS 2022 cross country team. 
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