
JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter Depot Museum holds a Christmas tree dec-
orating contest every year, with businesses, organizations 
and people decorating their 
tree with a different theme in 
mind each year.

This year the theme was the Colors of Christmas. Each 
entrant displayed their idea of the different colors of Christ-
mas, with trees rang-
ing from gold and 
blues, to trees that in-
cluded every color of 
the rainbow.

The Shafter Press 
took the colors of 
Christmas theme to 
heart and had a tree 
that had all of the col-
ors of the rainbow in 
their display, with the 
title of their tree “Col-
ors of the Kern Coun-
ty Essential Farm 
Workers.” It included 
different colors and 
products that Kern 
County is known for.

 The Shafter Li-
ons Cub had a tree 
covered in blue tin-
sel, Lions Club orna-
ments, and decora-
tions that stood out 
on the tree. Other 
trees in the collec-
tion were submitted 
by the Shafter Kiddie 
Kollege, U.S. Postal 
Service, as well as 
the Maynard family 
and the Shafter Youth 
Center. Everyone 
visiting the museum 
were encouraged to take a ballot and vote for their top 
three trees. Those trees with the most votes were awarded 
for their efforts.
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Christmas tree 
contest winners 
announced

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The holiday spirit was in the air as 
a brass band played in the downtown 
square.

The group, headed by former judge and 
local musician Gary Ingle, played a medley 
of holiday favorites.

The tradition has lived on for several 
years, even though the location has moved 

around in recent years. This year, they 
played at noon on Saturday in the square by 
the fountain, giving the residents a chance 
to enjoy the holiday season.

This year with the precautions and re-
strictions brought on by the coronavirus, 
people have been hungry for chances to 
share the holiday spirit with one another.

Music helps lift holiday 
spirit downtown

JAMIE STEWART
Wasco Tribune

A man has died after being shot on Pop-
lar Avenue.

This is the second deadly shooting in 
Wasco in a week, the Kern County Sheriff’s 

Office reported.
Officers responded to a report of shots 

fired Dec. 27 at 4:40 p.m. in the area of the 
1500 block of Poplar Avenue. Officers found a 

man suffering from gunshot wounds to his up-
per body on the sidewalk, the report said, and 
the man was pronounced dead at the scene.

Detectives are investigating and there are 
currently no details on what led to the shoot-
ing or a description of possible suspects.

Last week, a person was killed Dec. 23 
near 16th and D streets.

Anyone with information is urged to 
contact the sheriff’s office at 661-861-3110 
or the Secret Witness Hotline at 661-322-
4040.

Man dies after second deadly shooting in a week

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

This year was full of challenge 
and change for the city as the world 
battled covid-19. Here is a round-
up of some of the top stories from 
the year:

JANUARY
The year started off with a bang 

in Shafter, with the city on the 
hunt for a new city manager. The 
recruiting process started with the 
city putting out a brochure and ad-
vertising for an experienced person 
that could lead the city in the right 
direction.

On the sports front, the Shafter 

High Generals followed their 
runner-up finish in the Valley with 
a return trip to the playoffs. Under 
the direction of quarterback Jack-
son Sanchez, the Generals tied for 
the SSL title and faced Arvin in the 
first round of the playoffs, a team 
that they beat handily during the 
SSL season. Unfortunately, Shafter 
couldn’t beat the Bears the second 
time around, ending their season 
with a loss in their playoff opener.

Shafter High also enjoyed suc-
cess on  the soccer field, with the 
varsity boys squad making it to the 

Valley title game against Garces 
High. The Generals ended up 
second in the valley as they lost the 

A look back at 
2020 in Shafter

The band played a medley of holiday favorites.

The United States Postal Ser-
vice won the competition 
with this tree.

See YEAR Page 3
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SHAFTER
As reported by the Shafter 

Police Department
Dec. 22
Jodi Kay Bevelheimer, 

37, of Shafter, was arrested 
on an outside agency war-
rant.

Joshua Mark Hutchins, 
27, of Shafter, was arrested 
on a felony bench war-
rant, on an outside agency 
warrant, obstruction of a 
public officer, controlled 
substance paraphernalia, 
driving without a license 
and both plates required on 
vehicle.

Dec. 23
Michael Lee Anthoney 

Taber, 39, of Shafter, was 
arrested for inflicting cor-
poral injury onto spouse.

Dec. 24
 Joshua Mark Hutchins, 

27, of Shafter, was arrested 
for theft, extortion of ve-
hicle, receiving/knowing 
stolen property and on a 
felony bench warrant.

Jodi Kay Bevelheimer, 

37, of Shafter, was arrested 
for bringing controlled sub-
stance to jail, possession of 
burglary tools, possession 
of bad checks, theft/extor-
tion and possession of iden-
tifying information.

Dec. 25
Jose A. Colli Tzuc, 37, 

of Shafter, was arrested 
for disorderly conduct: al-
cohol, possession of open 
container in public and 
consumption of alcohol in 
public.

Miguel Palacios Angu-
lo, 23, of Shafte,r was ar-
rested for DUI and driving 
without a license.

Dec. 27
Mauricio Enrique 

Quiroa, 23, of Shafter, was 
arrested for domestic vio-
lence.

WASCO
As reported by the Wasco 

Substation
Dec. 21
Eden Guerra Marti-

nez, 31, of Wasco, was ar-
rested in the 1500 block of 

G Street for misdemeanor 
possession of a controlled 
substance.  She was cited 
and released at the scene.

Antonio Hernandez-
Martinez, 52, of Wasco, 
was arrested in the 900 
block of D Street for misde-
meanor disorderly conduct 
while under the influence 
of alcohol.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.

Dec. 22	
Angelica Salazar, 24, 

of Shafter, was arrested at 
the intersection of Griffith 
Avenue and Poso Drive for 
felony vehicle theft, pos-
session of a stolen vehicle, 
and misdemeanor driv-
ing without a license.  She 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.

Dec. 24
Benito Santiago Cruz, 

41, of Wasco, was arrest-
ed in the 1000 block of G 

Street for misdemeanor 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol, possession of 
unlawful paraphernalia, hit 
and run with property dam-
age, and driving without 
a license.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.

Dec. 25
Miguel Angel Hernan-

dez, 20, of Wasco was ar-
rested in the 900 block of 
Redwood Avenue for mis-
demeanor driving under 
the influence of alcohol and 
driving without a license.  
He was booked into the 
Kern County Jail.

Dec. 26
Raul Alvarez, 36, of 

Wasco, was arrested at the 
intersection of 7th Street 
and Rosewood Avenue for 
felony infliction of corpo-
ral injury on a spouse or 
cohabitant.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.

Antonio Ocampo, 21, of 
Bakersfield, was arrested in 
the 1000 block of Hazelnut 
Street for felony possession 
of controlled substance for 
sale and conspiracy to com-
mit a crime.  He was booked 
into the Kern County Jail.

Jorge Retamoza, 28, of 
Wasco, was arrested in the 
1000 block of Hazelnut 
Street for felony possession 
of a controlled substance 
for sale, conspiracy to com-
mit a crime, misdemeanor 
obstruction of a peace of-
ficer, and altering evidence.  
He was booked into the 

Kern County Jail.
Dec. 27
Alfonso Acosta, 32, of 

Wasco, was arrested in the 
1600 block of D Street for 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license.  He was 
cited and released at the 
scene.

Pedro Alejandro Soria 
Huerta, 48, of Wasco, was 
arrested in the 1300 block 
of D Street for misde-
meanor disorderly conduct 
while under the influence 
of drugs and alcohol.  He 
was booked into the Kern 
County Jail.
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SHAFTER

ONGOING
Warm clothing drive — District 4 Su-

pervisor David Couch is collecting blan-
kets, coats, gloves, hats, scarves and socks. 
Donations will benefit families in District 
4. To schedule an in-person pickup, call 
661- 868-3680.

 Utility bills — The City of Wasco re-
minds residents that the city’s official web-
site is the only authorized avenue to pay 
your utility bill online.

Covid-19 testing — There will be free 
covid-19 testing at the Wasco Library, 1102 
7th St., Wasco. If you have insurance, they 
will be billed. Appointments can be made at 
lhi.care/covidtesting or call 888-634-1123. 
Donde? Biblioteca de Wasco 1102 7th St, 
Wasco. Si no tiene acceso de internet llame 
al (888)634-1123.

Reopened — Shafter City Hall has re-
opened to the public from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Hours for the finance department are 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Call 661-746-5000.

Food2Door — The program delivers 70 
pounds of food once a month to seniors 65 
and older, sponsored by the City of Shafter 
CAPK and Kern County. Call 661- 498-
7831 ext. 1310 to find out if you’re eligible 
for the program.

CAPK y el Condado de Kern “Programa 
FOOD2DOOR” atienden a personas may-
ors de 65 años . Una caja de comida de 70 

libra cada mes se entrega directamente en 
la puerta. El programa no se basa en los 
ingresos, está diseñadopara mantener a 
las personas ensus hogares y mantenerse 
saludables para que podamos vencer al 
COVID-19. Llame al 661-498-7831 ext. 
1310 Para averiguar si es elegible para el 
programa e inscríbase hoy mismo.

TUESDAY
Senior lunch program — The senior 

sack program gives out lunches to seniors 
every first and third Tuesday of the month 
at 11 a.m., sponsored by the Golden Glean-
ers. Griffith Avenue Baptist Church, 408 
Griffith St., Wasco.

THURSDAY
Wasco Recreation & Park Board — 

Meetings are on every 3rd Thursday of the 
month at 6 p.m. at the Hall at Barker Park, 
Wasco.

FRIDAY
Food giveaway — The Impact Program 

is a weekly food giveaway provided to any-
one in need, Fridays beginning at 7 a.m., 
first come, first serve. Griffith Avenue Bap-
tist Church, 408 Griffith St., Wasco.

SATURDAY
Museum — The Shafter Depot Museum 

will host their Christmas Tree Display ev-
ery Saturday until the first Saturday of Jan-
uary from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m at 150 Central 
Valley Highway.

Community Calendar
As activities restart and businesses reopen, we will try to update readers on the status 

of events and activities throughout the area. Please contact Erica Soriano with additions 
and changes at esoriano@TheShafterPress.com or call 661-292-5100 by Monday at 4 
p.m. for that week’s paper.

Here’s this week’s challenge, courtesy of the 
Shafter Historical Society. If you know the loca-
tion, circumstances, exact or rough date and/
or people in the photo, send your educated (or 
semieducated) guess to The Press, 406 Central 
Ave., Shafter 93263, or e-mail it to mystery-
photo@The ShafterPress.com. Winners will be 
revealed here next week. LAST WEEK: Camp-
fire Halloween Parade Leslie Somers, Serena 
Bishop

LAST WEEK: Kelly Blanton gets instruc-
tions from Dorman Movesesian, Richard 
Hurly and Henry Prado on how to run 
the new Ferguson 30 from Allen’s Farm 
Equipment, 1234 G St.

A photo that ran on Page 4 of last week’s edition 
was labeled incorrectly. The photo on the left is of 
neighbor Salvatore Rodriguez.

SUPPORT LOCAL 
JOURNALISM

• Read  • Advertise  • Contribute
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final to the Rams.
At the end of January, the city gathered 

to celebrate a group of businesses, organi-
zations and people being honored for their 
contributions at the Shafter Chamber of 
Commerce Awards banquet.

Several honorees were recognized in 
different areas, including Basham & Lara 
Funeral Care, who received the Commer-
cial Award for their new property includ-
ing a chapel, receptions area, and viewing 
room.

Jackson Sanchez received the Young 
Person Award for his outstanding perfor-
mance in the classroom, as well as in the 
community.

FEBRUARY
In February, the city announced their 

find for the City Manager’s position, Ga-
briel Gonzales.

Formerly the city of Gilroy’s city 
administrator, he was the City Council’s 
selection as the next Shafter city manager. 
The 4-1 vote ended a four-month search 
after the resignation of Scott Hurlbert. 

Gabriel Gonzalez has 15 years of ex-
perience in the city manager role for three 
other cities, including Arvin and Mendota. 

“Even when I was in Arvin, when John 
Guinn was the city manager for Shafter, 
I could tell that the city was growing and 
was doing things to set them apart from 
the rest of the cities in Kern County. 
Shafter has been on my radar ever since,” 
he said. 

Gonzalez has 25 years in municipal 
leadership roles, beginning in the City 
of Arvin. He was finance director there 
from 1995 to 2001. From 2001 to 2004, 
Gonzalez served as the director of man-
aged care and facilities for Clinica Sierra 
Vista, a provider of health services in the 
Valley, then became Mendota city man-
ager in 2004. Gonzalez then went from 
the city of 20,000 to Rohnert Park, with a 
population of over 40,000. Gonzalez was 
city manager there from 2010 to 2013. In 
2013, Gonzalez had a five-month stint as 
city manager for Augusta, Kansas. He then 
returned to California and was the assistant 
city manager for a year and a half in El 
Monte. In 2016, Gonzalez returned to lead 
the city of Gilroy as city administrator. 

February ended with a flourish as the 
annual Colours Festival took place the last 
week in February. A variety of mediums 
were on display including an art gallery, 
theater shows, music, and more. An origi-
nal play by Larry Starrh was presented at 
the Ford Theater.

There were also silent movies, coffee 
house music and sculptures on display.

MARCH
March saw the first inkling of things to 

come, as the county and nation started to 
feel the ramifications of the coronavirus.

In the second half of March, it was de-
cided that local schools would be closing 
their doors, relegating students to learning 
online.

All sports seasons were canceled, with 
Shafter faring very well in several sports, 

including their Varsity 
Girls Softball team, which 
had won an early season 
tournament that saw them 
beat Taft and Frontier.

Also in March, the 
Richland Junior High Girls 
Basketball team completed 
an undefeated season with 
a championship. The Rich-
land Trojans junior varsity 
girls 7th grade basketball 
team finished their sea-
son with an unblemished 
record, claiming the league 
title. The Trojans won the 
championship by beating 
the Cougars of Thomas 
Jefferson from Wasco. The 
squad, coached by Celeste 
Zamora, finished the year 
with an 18-0 record. The 
Trojans’ main competi-
tion over the season was 

La Vina, and the team from McFarland, 
although Zamora said that by the end of 
the season, the team from Thomas Jef-
ferson had improved and were tough. The 
JV champion team consisted of Elissa Mu-
noz, Katie Avila, Haley Lindsey, Mariah 
Duarte, Cynthia Chavez, Angelina Acosta, 
Aliyah Escalera, Sydnee Macias and Rilyn 
Hanner. 

Zamora said that about half of the team 
had played for the Recreation and Parks 
league and had some experience on travel 
teams. She also said that a couple of her 
players had never played basketball before 
this season. Zamora said that the season 
was just as beneficial for her as it was for 
the girls. 

“This season was filled with a lot of 
hard work and dedication,” she said.

She commented that she strives to focus 
on the fundamentals of the game, espe-
cially at the junior high level because she 
believes that is most important. Zamora 
also said that she tried her best to not only 
teach them on the court, but to also mold 
them into hard working, respectful players. 

“As an example, I made sure that we 
prayed together before 
every game. I almost forgot 
to a few times, but the girls 
made sure to rip at the 
county level,” she said. 

At the end of March, 
Gov. Gavin Newsom an-
nounced a Stay-At-Home 
order for state residents, 
with all non-essential 
businesses ordered to close 
their doors. This included 
gyms, hair salons, restau-
rants, restricting them to 
take-out and delivery op-
tions only.

The annual Distin-
guished Young Woman of 
Shafter competition was 
moved to June because of 
the pandemic. The com-
petition would ultimately 
be decided by a virtual 
competition that allowed 

no spectators.
APRIL
April saw the beginning of virtual 

learning for the school districts in Shafter. 
Classes were held with the students using 
laptops provided by the school districts, 
who handed them out and set up mobile 
hotspots so all of the students would have 
access to WiFi and be able to attend online 
classes.

During this time, the school districts 
continued to provide 
free breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner for all 
students. Different loca-
tions were designated 
for the students to come 
pick up the grab and 
go meals, each location 
handing out more than 
1,500 meals per day.

Also in April, the 
first confirmed covid-19 
case of a Shafter High 
student was announced. 
Joel Herrera, 19, who 
had graduated from 
Shafter High, confirmed 
that he had tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus.

Joel works at a phar-
macy in Bakersfield, 
and part of his job is 
delivering medications 
to patients. He believed 
that this is how he was 
exposed to the virus. Herrera said that he 
didn’t have a cough but had been running 
a fever. His doctor had him tested for the 
virus because of the presence of the fever. 
The testing procedure “sucked,” Herrera 
said, including having a long Q-tip put into 
his nose and swabbed.

 “Take care of yourself,” he told 
residents. “I can’t stop repeating this, stay 
home and don’t take this time of quaran-
tine for granted. I am looking forward to 
being able to spend time with my family 
and friends again.” 

The Kern County Health Department 
provided coronavirus statistics by region. 
The valley region, which includes 11  
zipcodes including Shafter and Wasco, had 
16 confirmed cases of the disease. Four of 
those were in Wasco, one man on a venti-
lator and his wife, both in a hospital, and 
a second couple quarantined at home with 
less serious symptoms.

Also in April, the Shafter Press of-
fice had a close call when the building it 

shares with the former Brookside Deli 
was involved in a fire. The fire started in 
the bathroom of the Brookside location, 
with the blaze contained to the Brookside 
portion of the building. Officials say that 
the fire was apparently started by squat-
ters who had been inside. No damage was 
reported to the newspaper office.

At the end of April, the Shafter City 
Council began its meetings via Zoom. 
Residents could view the meetings on You-
Tube, and also participate virtually. Each 
meeting took place online, with council 
members participating from their homes, 
each in touch by computer.

MAY
In May, the virus was still disrupting 

everyday life in Shafter. Several businesses 
were forced to close their doors, be it 
temporarily or on a permanent basis. One 
restaurant that had vowed to keep fighting 
was Don Pepes, which had kept their doors 
open for take-out and delivery options. 
They also held a couple of events in which 
they gave out free meals for residents who 
needed a hand at the time. A line would 
form and residents would be provided with 
a  meal to go.

Also in May, the first of many gradu-
ations took place when the Mustangs 
of Maple School held their ceremony. 
Students were escorted by their families in 
vehicles that paraded past the graduation 
dais. The students would then go up to the 
dais and collect their diploma before get-
ting back in their vehicle.

JUNE
June saw the announcement of the 

winner of the Shafter Distinguished Young 
Woman of Shafter competition. With the 
competition held online, including video 
interviews, taping their routines, including 
Self Expression and the Talent compe-
titions, this year’s program navigated 
through unchartered territory. 

With the event originally scheduled 
for March 20, the coronavirus made it 
necessary to first postpone the program. 
According to Toni Franz, of the Shafter 
DYW program, the event was shifted to 
June at Shafter’s Ford Theater, with safety 
guidelines in place. With the restrictions 
still too much for the program to go on as 
planned, it was decided to hold the event 
online, with the contestants recording their 
routines. 

Shelbee Ramos was named the winner 
of the competition.  Ramos won the title, 
which includes a $2,000 scholarship. She 
also received the Physical Fitness award 
and the Scholastic award, good for another 
$400 in scholarships. Alicia Pompa was 
named the First Alternate and received a 
$1,500 scholarship award. Pompa also won 
a $200 scholarship for taking top honors in 
the Self Expression phase of the competi-
tion. 

June also saw the graduations of 
Shafter High, Richland Junior High, as 
well as Wasco High School. 

Amidst the pandemic, Shafter High 
School sent their senior class across the 
stage, ending what was an unprecedented 
school year where a graduation ceremony 
had seemed unlikely just a couple of 
months ago. Wednesday, June 24, at the 
Shafter High Football stadium, the Class 
of 2020 received their diplomas. Each se-
nior was allowed two guests who could be 
seated with them on the football field. The 
bleachers were empty, with the full area 
of the football field being utilized. As the 
students’ names were read, the student and 
his or her guests walked to the front of the 

Year marked by pandemic, election

See CITY Page 4

From Page 1
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dais, ending at the stage where a photogra-
pher waited to take their picture.

Also in the news the Kern County 
District Attorney’s Office charged a 
Shafter woman with vehicular manslaugh-
ter. Breanna Jimenez, 31, was charged as 
a result of an accident in which she was 
driving on Lerdo Highway in February 
and lost control of her vehicle, rolling over 
and ending up in an orchard. Her 6-year-
old son Jaden was killed in the accident. 
Jimenez was charged with vehicular 
manslaughter, three counts of willful cru-
elty to a child. This was Jimenez’s second 
instance behind the wheel. In 2018, 
Jimenez was cited for driving without a 
license, failure to stop at a stop sign, and 
two counts of failure to restrain children 
in their restraints.

JULY
July 2020 was the first July in recent 

memory that did not include a fireworks 
show in Shafter. It also saw a campaign 
that the Shafter Police Department 
implemented regarding illegal fireworks. 
With the addition of a $1,000 fine for the 
violation, the city saw several of the fines 

being filed.
In mid-July, Bank of America branches 

closed, along with its DMV location. The 
DMV was closed for a few days to have 
the location cleaned and sanitized. Bank 
of America closed several of its loca-
tions throughout Kern County in light of 
employee pools that had dwindled due 
to the virus. This resulted in several days 
in which the ATMs were out of service 
because of the volume of use of the 
machines, having to wait for them to be 
serviced and refilled with cash.

Danny Escalante was honored by the 
Kern County Honor Flight Association and 
was awarded medals in honor of his ser-
vice in the military. Escalante, a long-time 
Shafter resident, had been scheduled to go 
on an Honor Flight to the nation’s capitol, 

but health reasons kept Escalante from 
making the trip. 

After Escalante was honored, it was just 
days before he passed 
away. Escalante will al-
ways be remembered for 
his bravery, kindness, 
and community spirit.

AUGUST
When August came, 

it was uncertain how 
the schools were going 
to open their doors. All 
Kern County schools 
started school with 
distance learning. The 
Richland School District 
had originally planned 
to start school with 
in-person sessions, but 
an announcement from 

Newsom did not allow school districts to 
open their doors to in-person schooling 
that has had a certain number of days in a 
certain tier, due to the virus. This made it 
necessary for Richland to implement its 
distance learning plan instead.

Students were supplied with laptops 
and classes were taught by teachers virtu-
ally, with attendance programs in place 
as well as exercise plans to keep the kids 
active.

Also in August, Shafter lost another 
one of its pioneers, with the passing of 
Art Penner. Penner was born in Shafter in 
1925, a year after his family had moved 
to Shafter from Canada. Penner farmed in 
Shafter throughout the years and served 
his church as well.

The city began its Wear a Mask cam-
paign in August, trying to slow the spread 
of the coronavirus, which had increased to 
a total of over 1,000 cases at the time. With 
digital signs and ads, city officials encour-
aged all residents to wear a face covering 
whenever they went downtown or in the 
neighborhoods.

SEPTEMBER
September saw six candidates vying for 

the three open City Council seats available 
in the November election. Chad Givens, 
Manuel Garcia, and Gilbert Alvarado were 
trying to retain their seats and were chal-
lenged by Kris Lawrence, Pete Espinoza 
and Rafael Zamudio.

The race would end with Espinoza get-
ting the most votes, and Alvarado and Giv-
ens getting the second and third seats. City 
Council meetings were still held virtually.

Residents were also getting more flu 
shots this year than in past years. “People 
are now facing  two viruses that can be 
deadly, with the influenza virus and the 
covid-19 virus, so there is a lot more call 
for the influenza vaccine this year,” said 
Nora Garza, health screening specialist for 
Dignity Health.

Garza said that they were given extra 
vaccines because of the demand this year. 

“With the coronavirus out there, it is 
important to get protected from influenza. 
The governor is calling it a ‘twindemic.’ 
We know that covid-19 can kill you, and 
influenza can kill you, so the two together 
would be a very deadly combination,” 
commented Garza.

OCTOBER
In October, the City Council announced 

a new pilot program designed to help new 
and existing businesses in the core city. 

The program will give new and exist-
ing businesses up to 75% reductions in 
their permits and fees for expansions and 
construction.

During the pandemic, a number of busi-
nesses in Shafter have struggled to remain 
open while adhering to the governor’s 
public safety guidelines. In particular, 
restaurants in Shafter have not been able 
to offer inside dining for months, with the 
only alternatives being take-out orders and 
outside dining. 

For those restaurants that have adequate 
outdoor space, the reduction of outdoor 
dining fees has allowed them to remain 
open without the added burden of pay-
ing permit fees. City Manager Gonzales 
said this program would have results that 
are twofold, with the ability to attract new 
businesses to Shafter, while retaining those 
businesses already in place. 

“In particular, there is a business possi-
bility regarding a sporting goods store that 
would be able to build in the downtown 
area without the substantial cost that the 
different permits and fees would mean,” 
Gonzales said. “This program will make it 
possible for Shafter to continue our reputa-
tion as being a proactive community that 
is business-friendly and keep us economi-
cally stable.”

Also in October, a new trend was in full 
swing as local businesses and individuals 
were making their own way with home-
based businesses while the pandemic is 
hurting big businesses. 

Jewelry, soaps, crafts, homemade bread 
and more from 30 vendors were stockpiled 
high on tables for the bazaar at the Gather-
ing Church. Over 300 shoppers gathered 
at the church on Highway 43 to peruse the 
wares, beginning to check off their holiday 
wish lists. 

Shafter business owner Elizabeth Schull 
faced the challenge of the pandemic head 
on. Named after her daughter, Simply Se-
renity Boutique sells high-end clothing for 
children, brand name clothes that are either 
gently used or brand-new, sold at discount 
prices. Schull said that she was having a 

hard time shopping 
for her family with the 
pandemic, and thought 
that a lot of families 
were probably facing 
the same challenges. 
She decided to take 
their clothing and other 
items that she could get 
and sell them to others 
for a reasonable price, 
helping her family, as 
well as helping others 
who are looking for 
clothes for their kids at 
reasonable prices.

NOVEMBER
November saw a 

tight race in the City 
Council race that did 
not have official win-
ners until the Dec. 1 
deadline. After election 
night, Espinoza had led 
all vote getters, while 
Givens had the second 
most votes, and new-
comer Lawrence had 
the third highest vote 
total. But, a few days 

after the election, with ballots continuing 
to be counted, Alvarado overtook Givens 
and Lawrence, giving the third spot on 
the council to Givens. It became official 
in early December, as Espinoza, Alvarado 
and Givens were sworn in for their next 
terms.

In late November, 100 families were 
given all of the ingredients for a complete 
Thanksgiving dinner thanks to the Rec-
reation and Parks District, as well as differ-
ent clubs including Shafter Rotary, Shafter 
Lions Club, Shafter Mennonite Brethren 
Church and the Shafter Commanders.

Each group had a different item in the 
event, giving each family a portion of the 
ingredients. 

November also saw residents of North-
ern Shafter gather for a design workshop 
for a new park that will be built near the 
intersection of Fresno Avenue and High-
way 43. Residents were able to help design 
plans for the park, giving their opinions on 
what they would like to see Shafter’s new-
est park would be offering.

DECEMBER 
The year 2020 began its final month 

with students still distance learning, with 
no end in sight as the coronavirus pandem-
ic is surging, with Kern County being put 
back on the high risk list for the pandemic. 

Santa Claus helped bring some cheer to 
children this past weekend as he touched 
down at the Minter Field Air Museum. 
Although the pandemic has been tough 
on children, with no in-person school 
memories or vacations planned, the event 
at Minter Field brought out smiles and 
laughter. Along with Mrs. Claus and elves, 
the children received stuffed animals cour-
tesy of Petsmart in Bakersfield. The group 
gave out over 600 toys.

Because of preparation for different 
situations, the pandemic crisis has not hit 
the city of Shafter as strong as some other 
cities in Kern County and the state.

“Shafter is in a unique position because 
they have prepared so well for a rainy day. 
It is storming now, but Shafter is able to 
weather it,” commented City Manager 
Gonzales.

City residents push past challenges
From Page 3

Mayor Tilo Cortez announced this week that appoint-
ment-only Covid-19 testing is now available in Wasco at 
the Wasco Library, 1102 7th St., Tuesday-Saturday from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Those interested in getting a test should be aware of: An appointment is necessary by calling 888-634-
1123.
 Face coverings are required. No drive-thru service. Insurance is accepted.
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JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe Shafter City Council got a sneak peek at the 2020-21 budget at a special meeting Monday night.The budget is very different than what had been pro-jected in earlier discussions, primarily the result of the effects of the coronavirus pandemic.Consultant William Stadler, who was retained by the city to help them form the budget, presented the coun-cil with an overview that included a drastic reduction in capital improvement projects that the city had previ-ously slated for the next fiscal year.In a move that is being called a “chilling,” the Coun-cil has been advised to pause improvement projects that 

had been budgeted the current fiscal year, but had not moved forward as yet. They decided to move forward to completion with the projects that have already been started, but to hold off on new projects. “They are still in the budget, but they will be chilled and will not be moved forward on until 2021-2022,” said City Manager Gabriel Gonzales.
Another “chill” on the agenda is limiting hiring, including 11 open positions that have not been filled. The council was advised to fill four of those vacancies, including two of the four positions open for police offi-

Sales tax continues to lead the city in revenue.

See BUILDINGS Page 4

‘Chilling’ budget preview

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe Shafter City Council approved a resolution that 
allows the city to receive almost $700,000 in emergency 
funds for the Covid-19 pan-demic. The council also extended its state of local emergency, which enables City 
Manager Gabriel Gonzales to act if an emergency calls for 
it.

It also keeps the city open for additional reimbursement 
for costs as a result of the crisis.The County of Kern recently received $157 million in 
funds for the crisis. Shafter’s share of the funds came to 
$698,000.

The council also approved an agreement with Balance Public Relations, whose job will be to protect the City of Shafter’s inter-ests during the closing process of the MCCF, which is supposedly going to be closed by the end of 2021, if not sooner. The company is headed by 
Shafter High Graduate Dean Florez.The closure of the facility will cost the city an estimated 
$1.8 million annual loss in revenue. It is not clear what will 
become of the facility once it is closed.Also on the agenda was a proposal to raise residential 
rates by Varner Bros. and American Refuse for the residen-
tial areas that they cover, including the Gossamer Grove 
area. The raise for this coming year will be 2.9%. This does 
not affect the core city of Shafter -- serviced by the city of 
Shafter -- except for the commercial businesses.In other council action, the property at 402 Central was 
declared as surplus land and not necessary for the city’s use, 
putting the building and parking lot up for sale. Shafter/
Wasco Publishing is in the space now, along empty space 
that housed the former Brookside Deli. Any plans for de-
veloping the land must be approved by the city beforehand, 
according to the council’s resolution.

City gets $700k for Covid-19
Council plans for
prison closure

SHAFTER

WASCO

WASCO

Testing site opens

TONI DEROSA
Wasco TribuneThere are three types  of students who attend Wasco Independence High School, Principal Martin Lonza said as the school pre-pared its commence-ment ceremony for 105 graduates: students who have fared poorly at larger schools, adults who are seeking their high school diploma, and students studying from home. 

The first type of student, he said, are those who come to Independence High because they’ve fallen behind in their coursework, had spotty attendance “and need a smaller, more focused environment to succeed.” Many of these students have experienced gaps in attendance, failed multiple courses, lost interest in school, are par-ents or had discipline issues. “Many simply perform better in a school that can focus more on them as indi-vidual,” he said.
 “There are as many reasons for placing a student at WIHS as there are students,” Lonza said. The criteria are simple: “Is a student at risk of not completing high 

school, and are they better served in the WIHS environ-ment?”
 A second group of students are those in the adult education program.
 “This program is primarily for any person over the age of 18 who has not yet received a high school diploma or needs to learn English,” Lonza said. “The students who graduate from the program have now com-pleted the requirements for a diploma.” The third most common type of student are those in 

105 graduate WIHS
Struggling students
get their reward

See GRADUATION Page 4

Speaker Lucio Rivera
Speaker Pearla Hernandez

Ryan Rodriguez, graduate speaker for Wasco In-dependence High School.

The closure of the facility will cost the 
city an estimated

$1.8 million in lost revenue annually.
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TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

It took over four years to open the new-

est restaurant in Wasco.

Posts were spotted on Facebook last 

week asking Panda Express would open – 

not an uncommon questions the couple of 

years -- and fi nally, on Saturday , the restau-

rant saw a line of cars waiting in the drive-

thru.
Panda Express’ application was brought 

to the City Council four years ago but sev-

eral negotiations needed to take place be-

fore the restaurant could obtain its desired 

spot in front of the Walmart Supercenter on 

Highway 46.

Cars were lined up all the way to the en-

trance of the Walmart parking lot for most 

of the day. Drivers were courteous, and 

patiently waited their turn at the drive-up 

window. Walk-in traffi c was also high be-

cause people did not know what to expect 

and whether guests would be allowed to sit 

down and enjoy their meal or order and take 

it out.
The restaurant set up some rules for en-

trance.
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Shafter has a new Distinguished 

Young Woman, and her name is 

Shelbee Ramos.

With the 

competition held online, including 

video interviews, taping their routines, 

including Self Expression and the Tal-

ent competitions, this year’s program 

navigated through unchartered terri-

tory.
With the event originally scheduled 

for Friday, March 20, the coronavirus 

situation made it necessary to fi rst 

postpone the program. According to 

Toni Franz of the Shafter DYW pro-

gram, the event was shifted to June 

at Shafter’s Ford Theater, with safety 

guidelines in place. 

With the restrictions still too much 

for the program to go on as planned, 

it was decided to hold the event online, with the con-

testants recording their routines and going through their 

interviews online. 

Ramos won the title, which includes a $2,000 schol-

arship. She also received the Physical Fitness award and 

the Scholastic award, good for another $400 in scholar-

ships. Alicia Pompa was named the First Alternate and 

received a $1,500 scholarship award. Pompa also won a 

$200 scholarship for taking top honors in the Self Ex-

pression phase of the competition.

Second Alternate is Santana Delarosa, which came 

Even virtually,

Shelbee Ramos

is Distinguished

Young Woman

SHAFTER

Big day for Panda

Patience pays off for diners  

TONI DEROSA
Wasco Tribune

A statue at St. John’s 

Evangelical Catholic 

Church was vandalized last 

week.
The 

statue that stood on a pedes-

tal at the side of the church 

on 9th Place was disfi gured 

after someone removed the 

head and arms.

“There is no clear evi-

dence as to who did this,” 

Father Raul Sanchez-Flores 

said. “The church’s cam-

era only captured shadows, 

and the camera across the 

street was too far away.” All 

Sanchez-Flores could verify 

was that someone saw a per-

son cross the street but was 

unsure what weapon they 

used. He said the incident 

only took about 20 seconds.

The statue’s head and 

arms were cut off, and the 

parts were found scattered 

at the foot of the statue.

“At fi rst I was angry, 

then I was depressed and 

now I’m frustrated,” said 

Sanchez-Flores.

On Monday, he noticed 

“someone had covered 

the statue with a white 

shroud.”
Sanchez-Flores said he 

hopes to open the church 

to regular services in July. 

“We can only seat about 

100 in the church at one 

time due to the COVID-19 

regulations,” he said. “Our 

5 p.m. Saturday mass and 

Sunday 10 a.m. mass will 

both be in English.”

St. John’s Church

statue is vandalized

St. John’s Church statue wrapped up after vandalism.

See ST. JOHN'S Page 4

See LINES Page 5

Customers waited in line to place their order or be rung up by the cashier.

WASCO

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The City of Shafter has reopened government buildings, 

including City Hall, with safety restrictions in place.

At a recent City Coun-

cil meeting, City Manager 

Gabriel Gonzales said, “We are opening our city build-

ings to the public on Monday. But, we will be observ-

ing safety guidelines to protect our staff, as well as the 

residents.”
Upon arriving at City Hall, visitors are met with a cou-

ple of canopies that are in use in case of lines outside of 

the building. There is a limit of two people that are allowed 

in the public areas of the buildings at one time; a posting 

reminds those coming inside that a facemask is required. 

Social distancing is in force, too.

Making an appointment may be required.  “It depends 

on what department you are going to.”  The assistant to the 

city manager, Rachel Zermeno, said.

For example, if you have business with the city man-

ager or city clerk, you are required to make an appoint-

ment by calling 661-746-5000 or by emailing Zermeno at 

rzermeno@shafter.com or City Clerk Yazmina Pallares at 

ypallares@shafter.com.

If you are visiting the human resources offi ce, it is by 

appointment only also. You need to email hr@shafter.com, 

or call 661-746-5003.

For the fi nance offi ce, which includes questions re-

garding utility payments, business licenses, and new 

service, the offi ce is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and is 

open during lunch. You can call 661-746-5001 with any 

questions, although residents are encouraged to pay bills 

online.
If you need to go to the city services offi ce, with ques-

tions regarding building permits, parks and Veterans Hall 

rentals, and planning and code enforcement, the offi ce is 

open to the public from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and are open during 

lunch. Their phone number is 661-746-5002.

Rebuild
begins
City opens
its offi ces

Shelbee Ramos, Distinguished Young Woman.

Alicia Pompa won First Alternate 

and the Self Expression awards.
Second Alternate is Santana 

Delarosa.

See DYW Page 5

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Shafter City Council approved a new pilot program 

that would assist new busi-
nesses interested in coming 
to Shafter, while also retaining those businesses already in 

place.
The new pro-

gram will reduce 
building permit 
fees, as well as 
other fees to mod-
ify existing busi-
nesses, by 75 per-
cent.

During the pan-
demic, a number 
of businesses in 
Shafter have strug-
gled to remain 
open while adher-
ing to the gover-
nor’s public safety 
guidelines.

In particu-
lar, restaurants in 
Shafter have not 
been able to offer 
inside dining for months, with the only alternatives being 

take-out orders and outside dining. For those restaurants 

that have adequate outdoor space, the reduction of outdoor 

dining fees has allowed them to remain open without the 

added burden of paying permit fees.
City Manager Gabriel Gonzales said this program would 

have results that are twofold, with the ability to attract new 

businesses to Shafter, while retaining those businesses al-

ready in place.
“In particular, 

there is a business 
possibility regard-
ing a sporting goods 
store that would 
be able to build in 
the downtown area 
without the sub-
stantial cost that 
the different per-
mits and fees would 
mean,” Gonzales 
said. “This program 
will make it pos-
sible for Shafter to 
continue our reputation as being a proactive community that 

is business-friendly and keep us economically stable.”
With the winter months coming, it will be necessary for 

the many of the city’s restaurants to either put up portable 

tents or structures to protect diners from the elements, or to 

build a more permanent structure that the business could 

keep going forward.
In continuing the progress that Shafter has made ad-

dressing the concerns of those living in Northern Shafter, 

Danielle Claybon, a Kern County Public Health advocate,  

made a presentation regarding a new park being planned in 

the area of Fresno Avenue and Highway 43. With the help 

of a Proposition 68 grant from the government, the park 

project would give North Shafter residents a park to enjoy 

without having to venture to other parts of the city, giving 

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

With the coronavirus pandemic requir-
ing all of Shafter’s schools to begin the 
school year with distance learning, the 
Shafter Learning Center has played a vital 
role in the education of students, aiding the 
wonderful job that local schools have been 
doing to provide a quality education.

There are challenges that parents and 
students face as they navigate virtual learn-
ing. Some parents have said the course ma-
terial is a lot different than that which was 
taught when they were in school. There is 
also the level that each student is at in their 
learning career. Some learn a little quick-
er than others and also learn at a different 
pace.

Tutoring allows students to get the extra 
help they may need as they attempt to com-
plete their assigned work. 

The Shafter Learning Center is there to 
help. Their services have adapted to the needs 
of students and they have launched their Vir-
tual Shafter Learning Center and will con-
tinue offering academic support online.

According to Learning Center director 
David Franz, the center is offering small 
group math and reading tutoring. “We have 
a great team of tutors ready to help our stu-
dents, all of which are bilingual and have 
strong academic records,” he said.

Many of the tutors also have obtained 
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Council lowers
fees to help
businesses

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Each year, the National FFA orga-
nization honors FFA members who 

s h o w 
the ut-

most dedication to the organization 
through their desire to develop their 
potential for premier leadership, 
personal growth and career success 
through agricultural education.

The American FFA Degree is be-
stowed upon a select group of stu-
dents in recognition of their years 
of academic and professional excel-
lence.  This year 4,136 American de-
grees were awarded.

Victoria Darling, Juan Espinoza, 
Dustin Giuntoli, Octavio Gonzalez, 
John Hill III, Jasmine Ortiz, An-
eth Ramirez and Michael Vander 
Poel, members of the Shafter FFA 
chapter and graduates of Shafter 
High School, will be awarded the 
American FFA Degree at the 93rd 
National FFA Convention & Expo 
Oct. 27-29, to be held virtually.

Sponsored by Case IH, Elanco 
Animal Health and Syngenta, the 

award recognizes demonstrated 
ability and outstanding achieve-
ments in agricultural business, 
production, processing or service 

programs.
To be eligible, FFA members 

must have earned and productively 

Shafter FFA members 
awarded National 
American FFA Degree

Dustin Giuntoli

Jasmine Ortiz

Shafter Learning Center helping local students

Tutors at the Shafter Learning Center are playing a crucial role in the education 
of  students in Shafter.See SHAFTER Page 3

See SHAFTER Page 3

Danielle Claybon, a Kern County 
Public Health advocate,  makes a 
presentation about the new park 
being planned for North Shafter.

"This program will make 
it possible for Shafter to 
continue our reputation 

as being a proactive 
community that is 
business-friendly.” 

– City Manager 
Gabriel Gonzales.

See CITY Page 8
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G
ARCIA’S AUTO REPAIR & SERVIC
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FULL SERVICE & EXHAUST REPAIR

JAIME GARCIA

661-240-5426

TSP CAMS • SPEED ENGINEERING 
HEADERS • STAINLESS WORKS

 ENGINES • TRANSMISSIONS • BRAKES 

TUNE-UP • STARTER • ALTERNATOR 
DIAGNOSTICS  • CUSTOM EXHAUST SYSTEM 

HP TUNES • SHOCKS

MON TO FRI 7AM to 5PM
SAT 7AM TO 4PM

SUN CLOSED

676 EAST 
LERDO HWY

FIND US ON

GARCIASAUTOREPAIRS

661.325.5075 • www.dwlawfirm.com  
Hayden Building • 1626 19th Street, Suite 23 • Bakersfield, CA 93301

• Estate Planning and Administration 
• Probate and Probate Litigation 
• Real Property and Business Law 
• Civil Litigation

Experienced and 
dedicated.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL1801132

I’m looking forward to serving 
your needs for insurance and
financial services.  
Here to help life go right.®

CALL ME TODAY.

Please stop by and say, “Hi!”
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The High Speed Rail 

impacts the city in 

several negative ways.
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Lance Corporal Nathan Gonzalez graduated from the 

Marine Corps Military Police Academy at Marcordet Fort 

Leonard Wood, Missouri, on August 18, 2020.

Gonzalez received the Distinguished Honor Graduate 

by fi nishing at the top of his class with an average of 97.86 

throughout his training. He received letters of commenda-

tion and was meritoriously promoted to lance corporal.

Gonzalez is a 2019 Shafter High School graduate 

and is the son of Mike Gonzalez of Shafter and Tiffany 

Tatum-Knox of Wasco. He entered the Marine Corps in 

November of 2019 and graduated basic training with top 

shot or Company High Rifl e Expert in January.

Gonzalez will be stationed in Okinawa while begin-

ning his career as a military police offi cer.

“I joined the Marines to follow in my father’s footsteps 

and it has turned out to be one of the best experiences of 

my life,” Gonzalez said. “I have gained rapport with many 

new people from around the U.S. and I have been taught 

how to implement my job properly by some of the best 

instructors the Marine Corps has to offer.”

Gonzalez was originally supposed to attend a K-9 

Handlers Course at Lackland Air Force Base in San An-

tonio, Texas after he completed the Police Academy but 

that course is not operating at this time. Gonzalez intends 

to pursue the job as a K-9 handler by completing on the 

job training while in Okinawa.

Shafter High School graduate

to be a Marine Corps MP

Nathan Gonzales will be stationed in Okinawa.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The Richland School District has named 

interim Superintendent Rosa Romero as the 

district’s permanent superintendent, signing 

a three-year contract. Romero had been the 

interim superintendent since late 2019, after 

the resignation of Dago Garcia. She is facing 

a school year that has begun with distance 

learning, which has 

been a requirement 

for districts in 

counties on the state’s 

watch list.
R e c e n t l y 

Governor Newsom 

announced that 

schools will be 

allowed to open 

the school site for 

a limited number of students, with an 

emphasis on allowing special education 

students to return, as those students have 

the greatest need for in-person learning.

Romero said the interview and selection 

process was a long one, but that it didn’t 

involve any other candidates, with the 

district focusing its attention on securing 

Romero for the position.

“I think that I am a really good fi t for 

the position, with my years of experience 

here in Shafter, and the relationship I have 

with the existing administration and the 

teachers,” she said.
Romero said the biggest challenge 

facing the district is the importance of 

giving children a quality education in this 

diffi cult time. “It 

is challenging, but 

we are dedicated to 

giving our kids a 

quality education, be 

it from a distance or 

in person,” she said.

Romero and 

her staff had had a 

plan in place that 

involved allowing 

students to return to school for the fall 

semester. Newsom’s announcement 

forced the district to switch to distance 

learning. The district then created a 

program that has the children able to do 

independent work throughout the day, 

while different groups read or do work 

with the teacher. The teacher is online all 

day, available for any problems that the 

Romero named Richland superintendent
Interim super was the only 

candidate to be interviewed

Rosa Romero is now the permanent superintendent of the Richland School District.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

The city has been negotiating with the 

High Speed Rail for almost 10 years and 
while the 
city has 

made several concessions, the HSR hasn’t 

been as forthcoming with the city, City 

Manager Daniel Ortiz-Hernandez said at 

a meeting before the Sept. 1, 2020 City 

Council meeting.
Ortiz-Hernandez presented a staff re-

port that stated on April 18, 2017, the HSR 

asked the city to modify the HSR’s plans 

that were presented on Dec. 6, 2016 and 

the discussion was about the closure of 6th 

Street and the 6th Street railroad crossing 

where a plan was ap-

proved outlining the 

new construction of 

underpasses at both 

railroad crossings for 

6th and Poso Avenue.  

“Because it has 

been more than three 

years since the city 

approved the clos-

ing of 6th Street, the 

HSR has failed to provide a written agree-

ment outlining the specifi c terms and con-

ditions, including the detailed plans for its 

closure,” Ortiz-Hernandez said. “If they 

plan on building from 

Bakersfi eld to Los 

Angeles, the HSR 

will have to come up 

with additional mon-

ies.”
Another issue is 

that once the HSR is 

up and running, the 

Wasco Amtrak train 

will no longer be 

available, which means that residents will 

have to drive to Bakersfi eld to catch Am-

trak, causing additional pollution, gas con-

sumption and more vehicles on the road, 

which is the opposite of what the HSR indi-

cated in their earlier presentations that the 

goal of the HSR is to lessen the pollution in 

the San Joaquin Valley.

The HSR has put on several showcases 

in Wasco outlining the benefi ts of having 

the train run through Wasco; however, since 

it won’t stop in Wasco, the city won’t ben-

efi t from it, but the HSR impacts the city 

of Wasco in several negative ways such as 

having to relocate the farm labor camp be-

cause the tracks were too close to the for-

Council rescinds agreement to close 6th St.

See COUNCIL Page 8

See ROMERO Page 7

Romero said the district is creating a 

new vision in Shafter which includes 

giving the children an education that 

will make them ready for high school, 

college, the workforce, and a global 

economy that is changing daily.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter PressThe city is seeing an increase in confirmed cases of co-vid-19, despite a face covering campaign and businesses adhering to safety 

guideline designed 
to stall the spread of 
the virus.

City buildings 
have been closed 
to the public, with 
customers being 
serviced through a 
window at the back 
of the city building, 
as well as serving 
customers by ap-
pointment only that 
require an in-person 
interaction.

There have been 
a total of 2,017 confirmed cases in Shafter, with almost 800 of those cases confirmed recoveries. There were 185 new 

TONI DEROSA
Wasco TribuneThe covid-19 virus changed the landscape of education in the country in 2020 and the school districts are sticking to their previously 

stated positions. 
There are now two new vaccines available by Pfizer and Moderna that have been approved by the FDA. The initial dose of the vaccine will be made to health care personnel and residents of long-term care facilities.The positive numbers continue to rise in Wasco. On Dec. 18, the total number of cases was 1,217 which rose to 3,115 as of Dec. 22. The number of recovered patients on Dec. 18 was 732 and that number has increased slightly to 735 as of Dec. 22. The number of presumed recovered on Dec. 18 were 295 while that number has also increased to 599 recovered on Dec. 22.

The numbers in Shafter are also on the rise in the num-ber of cases with 1,932 on Dec. 18 to an increase of 2,103 Dec. 22. There were 768 recovered on Dec. 18 and now there are 792 recovered. The number of presumed recov-ered on Dec. 18 was 472 and that has increased to 502 pre-sumably recovered.
Distribution of the vaccine is supposed to be available to hospitals and medical facilities; however, Adventist Health in Wasco did not have it as of Dec. 22 nor does Vanguard have any of the vaccine. Vanguard stated that they had it on order, but haven’t received it yet. 

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter PressThe covid-19 vaccine has arrived in the city and healthcare workers will be the first to receive it.

The vaccine is being given out in tiers, with the first tier beginning with those persons most at risk, including workers in 

acute care facilities, skilled nursing facili-ties, and EMTs, paramedics and dialysis centers. 
They are also giving vaccines to resi-dents in long-term care facilities, who have existing conditions that could make the 

contraction of the virus especially danger-ous.
This will be followed by tier two, which will be workers in intermediate care facili-ties, rural health care clinics, as well as ur-gent care centers. It will also include com-munity health workers, and those people who work in primary health care clinics, 

and correctional facility clinics.Tier three groups will be dental clinics, pharmacies, and laboratory workers. The vaccines, according to health of-ficials, will be available eventually to the general public, as the supplies improve. Currently, the supplies are very limited and have to be rationed out to those most at risk. 
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JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

The annual Christmas Tree dis-play at the Shafter Depot Museum is in full swing and has attracted hun-dreds of residents to see this year’s collection of decorated trees. This year’s theme is the Colors of Christmas and businesses and orga-nizations in town have put their own 

spin on the theme, from everything from a gold and silver display to a tree that had just about every color of the rainbow.
According to Stan Wilson, cura-tor at the Shafter Depot Museum, the event has adhered to the state’s safety guidelines, with face cover-

ings worn by everyone and the dis-play set up using a one-way path through the museum, which helped everyone follow the social distanc-ing protocol.
There were a total of 15 trees on display, competing for the title of Most Popular and bragging rights for the year. 

Tree display lights up 
Depot Museum with 
Christmas cheer

Caleb and Levi Gonzales take a tour of the trees for Levi’s seventh birthday.

Vaccine arrives; healthcare workers first in 

See MUSEUM Page 8

Experts pleas:
Only small groups
this holiday season

Cases continue 
to rise, county 
at a stand still

Apple Market is still serving customers, adhering to the mask requirement.

See CASES Page 4

See STATE Page 4

The Shafter Press 
and Wasco Tribune 

are looking for a 
bright, creative 

reporter to help cover 
our communities, 

full time or part time. 

For more information, contact the publisher, Michael Schroeder, 
at mschroeder@TheShafterPress.com or call 860-839-3389.

Kiddie Kollege is 
now accepting

Applications for 
the spring. 

   School will start January, 
11 2021. Three year olds 
will attend the Tuesday and 
Thursday program and the 
4 year olds will attend on 
Monday, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays. If space allows, the 5 day/week option may 
be available for the 4 year olds. All sessions run from 
8:30 - 11:30 am.

   Due to COVID-19 regulations, space will be limited. 
For more information or an application, 
contact Helen Gaede at (661) 746-4960.

13606 Gun Club Rd. Wasco, CA 93280

NOW 
HIRING

ALL POSITIONS
COMPETITIVE  PAY

401k WITH A 
GENEROUS
EMPLOYER 

CONTRIBUTION
EXCELLENT BENEFITS

PTO & PAID HOLIDAYS
The winner of this year’s contest was the United States 

Postal Service entry, which had a display of bright red, 
white and blues, with the motto of “Red, White and Blue, 
We Deliver for You.” The entry had American flags, white 
and red delivery boxes, as well as red, white and blue rib-
bons.

Second place went to the Shafter Rotary Club, with their 
tree entitled “Proud to be an American.”

The tree included red, white and blue ribbons, American 
flags, and a replica of an early space rocket that the United 
States used to go to into space.

Third place was captured by the Maynard family, with 
their “Colors of the Advent” tree. It was 

filled with purple bulbs, white lambs, camels, and stars.
It is not too late to see the winning trees, along with the 

other trees that made up the contest, 15 trees in all. The 
museum will be open on Saturday, Jan. 2, from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

From Page 1

Christmas trees on display 
at museum until Jan. 2

The Shafter Rotary Club received second place with 
this red, white and blue American-themed tree.

Red, White and Silver was the title of this tree created 
by the Shafter Women’s Club.

White Gold is the name of this creation displayed by 
the Ingle family.

Third place went to this tree decorated by the May-
nard family.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

COUCH’S CORNER

PASTOR’S CORNER

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE TO SUBCONTRACTORS, 
MATERIAL SUPPLIERS AND WORK-
ERS:  The CITY OF SHAFTER is ac-
tively soliciting bids from prospective 
subcontractors or materials sup-
pliers whose businesses qualify as 
a small business under the criteria 
in 13 CFR part 121 and/or qualify 
as Section 3 Business Concerns, as 
well as individuals who qualify as 
Section 3 Residents in connection 
with the Community Development 
2020 SHAFTER AQUATIC CENTER IM-
PROVEMENTS (CDBG 18.18.1) proj-
ect to be located in the City of Shafter 
and funded by the HUD. A Section 3 
Business Concern is a business: (1) 
that is 51% or more owned by Sec-
tion 3 Residents; or (2) whose per-
manent, full-time employees include 
persons, at least 30 percent of whom 
are currently Section 3 Residents, or 
within three years of the date of first 
employment with the business were 
Section 3 Residents; or (3) that pro-
vides evidence of a commitment to 
subcontract in excess of 25% of the 
dollar award of all subcontracts to be 
awarded to businesses that meet the 
qualifications set forth in paragraphs 
(1) or (2) in this definition of a Sec-
tion 3 Business Concern. A Section 3 
Resident is:  (1) a resident of public 
housing located in Kern County, or 
(2) an individual who resides in the 
County of Kern and who is a low or 
very-low income person. Qualified 
individuals and firms may obtain a 
list of plan-holding general contrac-
tors at CITY OF SHAFTER CITY HALL, 
ENGINEERING OFFICE, 336 PACIFIC 
AVENUE, SHAFTER, CA 93263 until 
10:00AM on JANUARY 5, 2021.  Gen-
eral Contractors should be contacted 
directly for possible use in their bid 
proposals on this project.  The CITY 
OF SHAFTER and prospective Gen-
eral Contractors are seeking such 
subcontractors in compliance with 
the procurement standards found at 
24 CFR 85.36(e) and Section 3 of the 
HUD Act of 1968, which provide that 
Small Businesses (SBs) and Section 
3 Business Concerns/Residents be 
given the maximum practical oppor-
tunity to participate in HUD funded 
contracts.  Hiring is anticipated for 
the following trades: METAL BUILD-
ING CONSTRUCTION, CONCRETE 
WORK, EXCAVATION, DEMOLITION, 
MINOR ELECTRICAL.  Subcontracts 
may be let for the following catego-
ries of work on this project: METAL 
BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, CON-
CRETE WORK, EXCAVATION, DEMOLI-
TION, MINOR ELECTRICAL
Publish Shafter Press December 10, 
17, 24, 31, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

GoBe Ranch
2020-B5447

34929 Flyover Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93308

County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
34929 Flyover Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93308
Wegis & Young Property Manage-
ment, LLC
34929 Flyover Ct
Bakersfield, CA 93308
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion:
CA
The business is conducted by: Lim-
ited Liability Company
Date the business commenced: NA
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Michael C. Young, President
Date Statement Filed: 12/9/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/9/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press December 17, 
24, 31, 2020 and January 7, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice of Petition to Adminis-
ter Estate of: Andrew Harding 

Sharp, aka Andrew H. Sharp,  aka 
Andrew Sharp

Case Number: BPB-20-003035
1. To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, 
contingent creditors, and persons 
who may otherwise be interested in 
the will or estate, or both, of: Andrew 
Harding Sharp, aka Andrew H. Sharp, 
aka Andrew Sharp
2. A Petition for Probate has been 
filed by: Estevan T. Soliz in the Superi-
or Court of California, County of: Kern
3. The Petition for Probate requests 
that: Estevan T. Soliz be appointed as 
personal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.
4. The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be 
admitted to probate. The will and any 
codicils are available for examination 
in the file kept by the court.
5. The petition requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of Es-
tates Act. (This authority will allow 
the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court 
approval. Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, the per-
sonal representative will be required 
to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration au-
thority will be granted unless an in-
terested person files an objection to 
the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the 
authority.
6. A hearing on the petition will be 
held in this court as follows:
a. Date: 01/28/2021  Time: 10:30 AM  

Dept.: P
b. Address of court: Superior Court of 
California, County of Kern, 1215 Trux-
tun Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93301, 
Metro Justice Building
7.  If  you object to the granting of 
the petition, you should appear at the 
hearing and state your objections or 
file written objections with the court 
before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney.
8. If you are a creditor or a contingent 
creditor of the decedent, you must 
file your claim with the court and mail 
a copy to the personal representa-
tive appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from 
the date of first issuance of letters to 
a general personal representative, as 
defined in section 58(b) of the Califor-
nia Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under section 
9052 of the California Probate Code.
Other California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your rights as 
a creditor. You may want to consult 
with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.
9. You may examine the file kept 
by the court. If you are a person in-
terested in the estate, you may file 
with the court a Request for Special 
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of 
an inventory and appraisal of estate 
assets or of any petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice 
form is available from the court clerk.
10. Attorney for petitioner: Joshua G. 
Wilson, Esq.
1626 19th Street, Suite 23/PO Box 
2411
Bakersfield, CA 93303
(661) 325-5075
Publish Shafter Press December 17, 
24, 31, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

J.J. & Sons Baling Services
2020-B5588

30709 Burbank Street
Shafter, CA 93263
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
30709 Burbank Street
Shafter, CA 93263
Juan Jose Vazquez Fonseca
30709 Burbank Street
Shafter, CA 93263
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: NA
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Juan Jose Vazquez Fonseca
Date Statement Filed: 12/17/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/17/2025

Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Shafter Press December  24, 
31, 2020 and January 7, 14, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Fashion Shoe
2020-B5584

252 Centaral Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
252 Centaral Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
Saeedaayed Saeed Saleh
1109 Birch Ave
Wasco, CA 93280
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
08/01/2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Saeed Aayed Aeed
Date Statement Filed: 12/17/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/17/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish  Shafter Press  December 24, 
31, 2020 and January 7, 14, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement
Herrera Transport

2020-B5604
10805 Paul Ave
Bakersfield, CA 93312
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
10805 Paul Ave
Bakersfield, CA 93312
Pablo Herrera Jr
10805 Paul Ave
Bakersfield, CA 93312
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: N/A
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Pablo Herrera Jr, Owner
Date Statement Filed: 12/18/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/18/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish  Shafter Press  December 31, 
2020 and January 7, 14, 21, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business
 Name Statement

Front Street Mini Mart
2020-B5661

420 E. Front Street
Buttonwillow, CA 93206
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
PO Box 1870
Delano, CA 93216
JAJ Ventures
162 Rd. 172
Delano, CA 93215
The business is conducted by: Cor-
poration
Date the business commenced: 
12/03/2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Jose Angel Garcia, President
Date Statement Filed: 12/22/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/22/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish  Shafter Press  December 31, 
2020 and January 7, 14, 21, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMONS (Family Law)

Notice to Respondent (Name): 
Hilario Rodriguez

Aviso al Demandado (Nombre):
You have been sued. Read the informa-
tion below and on the next page.
Lo han demandado. Lea la información 
a continuación y en la página siguiente.
Petitioner’s name is: Digna A. Rodriguez 
Bustillo
Nombre del demandante:
Case Number (Número de Caso): SFL – 
20000137
You have 30 calendar days after this 
Summons and Petition are served on 
you to file a Response (form FL-120) 
at the court and have a copy served 
on the petitioner. A letter, phone call, or 
court appearance will not protect you.
Tiene 30 días de calendario después de 
haber recibido la entrega legal de esta 
Citación y Petición para presentar una 
Respuesta (formulario FL-120) ante la 
corte y efectuar la entrega legal de una 
copia al demándante. Una carta o lla-
mada telefónica o una audiencia de la 
corte no basta para protegerlo.
If you do not file your Response on time, 
the court may make orders affecting 
your marriage or domestic partnership 
your property, and custody of your chil-
dren. You may be ordered to pay sup-
port and attorney fees and costs.
Si no presenta su Respuesta a tiempo, 
la corte puede dar órdenas que afec-
ten su matrimonio o pareja de hecho, 
sus bienes y la custodia de sus hijos. 
La corte también le puede ordenar que 
pague manutención, y honorarios y 
costos legales.

For legal advice, contact a lawyer im-
mediately. Get help finding a lawyer at 
the California Courts Online Self-Help 
Center (www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp), 
at the California Legal Services website 
(www.lawhelpca.org), or by contacting 
your local county bar association.
Para asesoramiento legal, póngase en 
contacto de inmediato con un abo-
gado. Puede obtener información para 
encontrar un abogado en el Centro 
de Ayuda de las Cortes de California 
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en el sitio web 
de los Servicios Legales de California 
(www.lawhelpca.org) o poniéndose en 
contacto con el colegio de abogados de 
su condado.
NOTICE – RESTRAINING ORDERS ARE 
ON PAGE 2:
These restraining orders are effec-
tive against both spouses or domestic 
partners until the petition is dismissed, 
a judgement is entered, or the court 
makes further orders. They are en-
forceable anywhere in California by 
any law enforcement officer who has 
received or seen a copy of them.
AVISO – LAS ÓRDENAS DE RESTRIC-
CIÓN SE ENCUENTRAN EN LA PÁGINA 
2:
Las órdenes de restricción están en vi-
gencia en cuanto a ambos cónyuges o 
miembros de la pareja de hecho hasta 
que se despida la petición, se emita un 
fallo o la corte dé otras órdenas. Cu-
alquier agencia del orden público que 
haya recibido o visto una copia de estas 
órdenes puede hacerlas acatar en cual-
quier lugar de California.
FEE WAIVER: If you cannot pay the fil-
ing fee, ask the clerk for a fee waiver 
form. The court may order you to pay 
back all or part of the fees and costs 
that the court waived for you or the 
other party.
EXENCIÓN DE CUOTAS: Si no puede 
pagar la cuota de presentación, pida al 
secretario un formulario de exención 
de cuotas. La corte puede ordenar que 
usted pague, ya sea en parte o por 
completo, las cuotas y costos de la 
corte previamente exentos a petición 
de usted o de la otra parte.
1.	The name and address of the court 
are (El nombre y dirección de la corte 
son):
Superior Court of California County of 
Kern
325 Central Valley Hwy
Shafter, CA 93263
2.	The name, address, and telephone 
number of the petitioner’s attorney, or 
the petitioner without an attorney, are: 
(El nombre, dirección y número de 
teléfono del abogado del demandante, 
o del demandante si no tiene abogado, 
son):
Digna A. Rodriguez Bustillo
18458 Poplar Ave
Shafter, CA 93263
661-201-5073
Date: (Fecha): Dec 03 2020
Clerk, by (Secretario, por) /s/Tamarah 
Harber-Pickens
/s/P Juarez, Deputy (Asistente)
Publish Shafter Press December 31, 
2020 and January 7, 14, 21, 2021

DAVID COUCH
District 4 Supervisor

Happy New Year!  It’s that time of year 
where we wring out the old and bring in the 
new. Happy New Year, Kern County!  The 
pandemic made 2020 a difficult year for all 
of us, and I’m sure we are all ready to move 
on. With vaccines available and hope on the 
horizon, 2021 could be the year we rebuild 
from the pandemic, stronger than ever be-
fore. 

In addition to the pandemic, a lot hap-
pened in 2020. Elections changed the 
names and faces of many District 4 com-
munity leaders. Congratulations to all you 
who were victorious in your campaigns. I 
look forward to working with all of you to 
make our communities a better place to be.  

In addition to an election, a census hap-
pened this year, and this census will help 
determine whether our districts might 
change again. Regardless of where those 
lines are drawn, I promise to serve you. 

While covid-19 stopped all our in-per-
son events, public gatherings, meetings and 
town halls, we have learned that through 
Zoom and other online forums, we can con-
tinue to meet and discuss as a group impor-
tant issues involving our district. I and my 
District 4 staff have worked with many of 
you through these forums and have found 
ways to continue to be productive and get 
things done. 

As the pandemic added to our hard-

ships, I am pleased 
District 4 staff have 
been engaged with you 
at food banks, covid-
testing sites and warm 
clothing drives, among 
other places, and I am 
grateful to my staff that 
they have handled any 
constituent issues over 
the phone or through 
email that we couldn’t 
handle in person. We 
have worked to serve 
you and your constitu-
ent needs throughout 
this pandemic, and 
will continue to do so.  

We completed 
some important work too. We finished 46, 
the Highway 46 widening project through 
Lost Hills. The bike trail extension in west 
Kern is near completion, major road work 
throughout the district has been funded and 
started, the sidewalk in Lost Hills is com-
plete, and Lytle Avenue construction has 
been funded, among many other things. The 
important work of Kern County continued 
throughout this covid-plagued year. 

But 2021 promises to be better. Near 
Shafter, the community center for La Co-
lonia should be well-advanced this year. A 
property has already been purchased and 
plans are being developed, with a second 

property to be pur-
chased for this com-
munity center. Major 
initiatives originating 
out of the District 4 
office are bringing im-
proved homeless ser-
vices and response to 
our communities. In 
Delano, some delays 
forced us to push the 
opening of a proposed 
navigation center to 
March 2021, but we 
have the funds, the 
operator, the plan, and 
the facility to help the 
community of Delano 
deal with their home-

less problem. This solution will help the 
homeless get back on their feet without 
costing the City of Delano a dime. Delano 
should be proud. This program is the first of 
its kind in rural Kern County. Delano was 
also the first rural community to receive a 
Recovery Station, a facility for those on the 
street who may be experiencing a mental 
health or substance abuse crisis and who 
need a place to detox, not a jail cell. 

We took Delano’s successful model and 
have begun using it as a baseline for solu-
tions to homelessness in other District 4 
communities. In Arvin, we are advancing 
toward securing funding and establishing a 

navigation center that will serve the home-
less of Arvin and Lamont. In Wasco, we 
are having conversations with the goal of 
developing a solution tailored to the needs 
of the Wasco and Shafter communities. In 
west Kern, we are working to find fund-
ing for local caregivers already serving the 
homeless.  

Expect progress on other matters too. 
Caliente Creek flood plain solutions are 
moving forward in Lamont, as will air pol-
lution mitigation measures in Shafter as a 
result of AB 617 discussions. Public safety 
continues to be a concern in the district, and 
increased involvement is needed to help 
our communities grapple with gang-related 
crimes.  

Finally, as your Kern County supervi-
sor, it is my responsibility to make sure the 
business of Kern County as it relates to you, 
and as it is performed through departments 
such as Public Works, Behavioral Health, 
the Sheriff’s Office, Planning, and all the 
county departments, is performed with the 
highest quality. Let my office know if you 
are having any problem with the delivery 
of services by county departments. We will 
make sure county departments continue to 
do their job in providing service to you. 
That’s my all-encompassing New Year’s 
resolution for all of you.  

Happy New Year, Kern County! Got any 
questions? Contact us at 661-868-3680 or 
email us at district4@kerncounty.com.

District 4 Supervisor David Couch.

Happy New Year, Kern County!

Opportunity
PASTOR FRANK CABRERA

Truth Church in Shafter
2020 was both our worst and best year 

ever for Truth Church! Let’s not focus on 
the worst. Let’s review the best.  

This year, we purchased and moved into our 
very own building. Shutting down provided us 

many unique opportunities to reach outside of 
our walls such as learning how to live stream 
and have outside services and be a beacon of 
light to those in darkness and distress. 

In addition, we were able to partner with 
the CAPK Youth Center, the food bank, 
and the blood bank to help our community. 

Here is the key word: Opportunity! 
While many may ask, “How much worse 

will it get in 2021?” This year has formulat-
ed our question to be, “What is our oppor-
tunity for us to make a difference in 2021?” 
Let us not go into this next year expecting 
the worst. Rather, let us approach the New 

Year with a desire to make a positive differ-
ence in our families, churches, work, school, 
community, and all of the world around us.  

As a man by the name of Mordecai 
(in the Bible) asked Queen Esther, “Who 
knows whether you were made for such a 
time as this?” (Esther 4:14 paraphrased).

VISIT US ONLINE!  SHAFTERPRESS.COM & WASCOTRIB.COM
SOMETHING NEW EVERYDAY!
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 2 AUTO/MOTORCYCLES
DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT 
OR RV to receive a major tax 
deduction. Help homeless 
pets. Local, IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed. Free 
Estimate and Pickup.  LA-
PETSALIVE.ORG 1-833-772-
2632 (Cal-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK 
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. 
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax De-
ductible, Free Towing, All Pa-
perwork Taken Care Of. CALL 
1-844-491-2884 (Cal-SCAN)

WANTED! Old Porsche 
356/911/912 for restoration 
by hobbyist 1948-1973 Only. 

Any condition, top $ paid! 
PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE 
1-707-339-5994. Email: 
porscherestoration@yahoo.
com (CalSCAN)
 
 5     MISC. FOR SALE
The difference in winning and  
losing market share is how 
businesses use their adver-
tising dollars. We deliver the 
largest consortium of  trusted  
news publishers in California 
and beyond. For more info on 
multi-market solutions call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 or 
cecelia@cnpa.com

The difference in winning 
and losing market share is 

how businesses use their 
advertising dollars. Mark 
Twain said, “Many a small 
thing has been made large 
by the right kind of ad-
vertising”.  So why spend 
your hard-earned dollars 

on social media where you 
already have an audience? 
For more info call Cecelia @ 
(916) 288-6011 or cecelia@
cnpa.com

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the door Omaha 
Steaks! Get 4 FREE Burgers. 
Order The Griller’s Bundle-
ONLY $79.99. 1-877-882-
4248 Use Code 63281PAM 
or www.OmahaSteaks.com/
family06 (Cal-SCAN)

The difference in winning 
and losing an election is 
how campaign dollars are 
spent. Get the best ROI by 
using our deep relation-
ships in every community 
in California. Our on-the-
ground knowledge is indis-
pensable to campaigns that 
want results. For more info 
on multi-market ethnic and 
non-ethnic solutions call 
Cecelia @ (916) 288-6011 
or cecelia@cnpa.com

ATTENTION: OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5. 1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 24 

hour oxygen use. Compact 
and Lightweight. Get a Free 
Info kit today: 1-844-359-
3976. (Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator! No 
more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices! 
Call the Oxygen Concentra-
tor Store: 1-844-653-7402 
(Cal-SCAN)

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on your diabetic sup-
plies! Convenient home ship-
ping for monitors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, call 
now! 1-855-702-3408. (Cal-
SCAN)

Lowest prices on Health In-
surance. We have the best 
rates from top companies! 
Call Now! 1-888-989-4807. 
(Cal-SCAN)

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 
MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & 
audits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 1-855-970-
2032 (Cal-SCAN)

DIRECTV – Every live football 
game, every Sunday – any-
where – on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS – 1-888-641-5762. 
(Cal-SCAN)

 6     MISC WANTED
BE WARY OF out of area 
companies. Check with the 
local Better Business Bureau 
before you send any money 
for fees or services. Read 

and understand any contracts 
before you sign. Shop around 
for rates. 

 9         BUSINESS 
         OPPORTUNITY
Become a published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing –Trusted 
by Authors Sine 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for Your Free Author’s Guide 
1-877-538-9554 or visit 
http://dorranceinfo.com/Cali 
(Cal-SCAN)

 10        SERVICES

Over $10K in Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 48 months. No 
upfront fees to enroll. A+ 
BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief 1-888-508-6305. (Cal-
SCAN)

Struggling With Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? 
NEW relief programs can re-
duce your payments. Learn 
your options. Good credit not 
necessary. Call the Helpline 
866-305-5862 (Mon-Fri 9 
a.m. -5 p.m. Eastern) (Cal 

–SCAN)

Water Damage to Your Home?  
Call for a quote for profes-
sional cleanup & maintain the 
value of your home!  Set an 
appt. today! Call 1-855-401-
7069 (Cal-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 20 A-rated 
insurances companies. Get a 
quote within minutes. Aver-
age savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! (M-F 
8am-8pm Eastern) (CAL-
SCAN)

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-in Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free 
toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-844-252-0740) 
(Cal-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Sched-
ule a FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-424-7581 (Cal-
SCAN)

 16     APARTMENTS 
             FOR RENT

 

17      REAL ESTATE
RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ for 
business purpose Real Estate 
loans. Credit unimportant. 
V.I.P. Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com call 1-818-
248-0000. Broker-principal 

DRE 01041073. No consumer 
loans. (Cal-SCAN)

KC BUYS HOUSES - FASTEST 
CASH - Any Condition. Fam-
ily owned & Operated . Same 
day offer!  (951) 777-2518 
WWW.KCBUYSHOUSES.COM 
(Cal-SCAN)

Sherry Knapp
Loan Offi cer, DRE#01174802 • NMLS#242213

(661)758-3003
Cell: (661)303-9556
Fax: (661)758-3670
1001 7th Street, Suite E • Wasco, CA 93280
E-mail: knapp_she@yahoo.com
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Edwyna Lawrence, Realtor
CalBRE# 01291831

661-428-8882
edwyna@jordanlink.com
www.edwynalawrence.com

Amazing contemporary 
riverfront home with 
4 bdrm / 6.5 bath on 
aprox 2.97 acres.   

$775,000

HOME FOR SALE

ARE YOU LOOKING TO BUY 
OR SELL A HOME IN 2020? 

Take the first step and call today!
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Martinez
Home Repair &

Remodeling
Drywall, Electrical, Roofing, 

Framing & Painting
Miguel 661.340.5888

WASCO
Newly remodeled 
upstairs 2 bedrm 

apartment. Laundry 
available. $795 month 

+ $795 deposit
Bob Ellis 758-5932

LONE STAR
PLUMBING
– Certified Plumber –

661-573-1049
• Repairs • Remodels • Systems

Lic#1046399

6770 North West Ave.
Suite 101
Fresno, CA 93711
(559) 432-0681

Central California Directories

PROOF SHEET

Directory:

Date:
Ad Size:

Client:
Ad #: SFW19.04509b.eps

Wise Real Estate

DQCW
02/27/19

Real EstateShafter Wasco 2019

Is Phone Number Correct?
Is Address Correct?

Yes ___  No ___
Yes ___  No ___

___  Ad OK as is
___  Ad OK after indicated changes

Approved

Signature Date

Classification:

Please Return This Proof Within 3 Days
Central California Directories will not be held responsible for proof corrections after 3 days or incorrect information
approved by the customer. Failure to return Advertising Proof within 3 days will indicate approval of all ad copy.

Please fax signed proof to:
FAX (559) 432-9821

Residential • Commercial
Farm Land

Domino Castro
Broker

Lic # 01456828
760 East Lerdo Hwy. • Shafter, CA 93263

WISE REAL ESTATE

OFFICE: 661-746-3341

Mario Nuñez
Realtor

Lic # 02077489
Cell 661-472-7746

CELL: 661-428-9658

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Serving Shafter, Wasco & Kern County

581 Martha Ave.- Shafter- 3 bedrooms, 2.5 
bathrooms, Nice size corner lot. Listing Price $299,990

840 D St.- Wasco- 2-bedroom, 1 bathroom, property 
was updated in 2009. Listing Price $149,950

1634 Belmont St- Delano- 4 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, Listing Price $239,900

211 E. 1 st St.- Buttonwillow- 2-bedroom, 1 bath, 
Listing Price $148,900

259 W 3rd St, Buttonwillow- 2 bedroom,1 bath. 
House needs to be refurnished. Listing Price $65,000

Office: 661-746-3341 • Cell: 661-428-9658
760 East Lerdo Hwy • Shafter, CA 93263

SHAFTER & WASCO

www.WiseRealEstate.net

Domingo Castro, Broker - Lic.#01456828
Mario Nunez Saavedra, Agent DRE - Lic.#02077489
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CLASSIFIEDS CALL 661-292-5100 
TO ADVERTISE

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on 

California Real Estate*

OVER 40 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

CA Department of Real Estate, DRE #01041073
Private Party loans generally have  higher interest rates,  

points & fees than conventional loans

V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY

PUBLIC NOTICES

Shafter 
Cemetery Plot

For Sale $1,000
For more information

Please call
(661) 747-8170

PUBLIC NOTICE
Wasco Mini Storage 

451 N. “F” Street 
Wasco, CA 93280
ONLINE Auction
StorageTreasures.com
Ending 1/9/21 @ 8 AM
Cleaning deposit $50
72 hours clean-out
U1210 Sandra Arellanes
Household
Publish Wasco Tribune December 31, 
2020 and January 7, 2021

 
PUBLIC NOTICE

Fictitious Business
 Name Statement

Henry Vander Poel and Son Dairy
2020-B5590
Solo Dairy

2020-B5591
11495 Jumper Avenue
Wasco, CA 93280
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
P.O. Box 8012
Wasco, CA 93280
Robert J Vander Poel Trustee of the
Robert and Elizabeth Vander Poel 
Family Trust
16855 Griffith Avenue
Wasco, CA 93280
Elizabeth A Vander Poel Trustee of the 
Robert and Elizabeth Vander Poel 
Family Trust
16855 Griffith Avenue
Wasco, CA 93280
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Gen-
eral Partnership
Date the business commenced: 01-
01-2000

A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 
rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Robert J Vander Poel
Date Statement Filed: 12/17/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/17/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/M Hernandez
Publish Wasco Tribune  December 24, 
31, 2020 and January 7, 14, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

Warrior Bees
2020-B5501

28990 W. Cecil Ave.
Delano, CA 93215
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
28990 W. Cecil Ave.
Delano, CA 93215
Ever Gutierrez-Penaloza
28990 W. Cecil Ave.
Delano, CA 93215
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
08/17/2015
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation of the 

rights of another under federal, state 
or common law (see Section 14411 
et seq., business and professions 
code.)
/s/Ever Gutierrez-Penaloza
Date Statement Filed: 12/15/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/15/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Wasco Tribune  December 24, 
31, 2020 and January 7, 14, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Statement of Abandonment Of

Use Of Fictitious Business Name
Diamond Truck Lines

2340 Algehro Drive
Delano, CA 93215
County: Kern
Mailing address:
2340 Algehro Drive
Delano, CA 93215
Dalbir Singh Dhillon
2340 Algehro Drive
Delano, CA 93215
I declare that all information in this 
Statement is true and correct. (A 
registrant who declares as true infor-
mation, which he or she knows to be 
false, is guilty of a crime.)
Business was conducted by: Indi-
vidual
/s/Dalbir Singh Dhillon, Owner
Original FBN Statement File Number: 
2019-B5838
Original FBN Statement Filed on: 
09/10/2019
This statement of Abandonment filed 
on: 12/16/2020
I hereby certify that this is a correct 
copy of the original statement on file 
in my office.

Mary B. Bedard, CPA
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco, Deputy
Publish  Wasco Tribune  December 
31, 2020 and January 7, 14, 21, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
Fictitious Business 
Name Statement

RZ Welding Service
2020-B5552

13264 Wallace Rd.
McFarland, CA 93250
County:Kern
Mailing address of business:
319 2nd Street
McFarland, CA 93250
Roberto Carlos Zacarias
319 2nd St.
McFarland, CA 93250
State of Incorporation or Organiza-
tion: CA
The business is conducted by: Indi-
vidual
Date the business commenced: 
12/01/2020
A new Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of this state-
ment does not of itself authorize the 
use in this state of a Fictitious Busi-
ness Name in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state or com-
mon law (see Section 14411 et seq., 
business and professions code.)
/s/Roberto Zacarias
Date Statement Filed: 12/16/2020
Date Statement Expires: 12/16/2025
Mary B. Bedard, CPA,
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk
By: /s/N Franco
Publish Wasco Tribune  December 31, 
2020 and January 7, 14,  21, 2021

HOW TO 
ORDER YOUR 
CLASSIFIED

​IN PERSON
​O​ur Offices ​at 

406 Central Ave., 
Shafter​. 

Open 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m.​

BY ​M​AIL
​Ma​il your ad, or prepay-

ment to our office: 
Shafter Press, P.O. Box ​
789, Shafter, CA 93263, 

​661-292-5100

BY FAX
Fax your ad to 

661-292-5077.

ONLINE
Send an email to clas-

sified@theshafterpress.
com or classified@

wascotrib.com

HOW ​T​O A​DVERTISE
​E​FFECTIVELY AND
​E​CONOMICALLY

  Our ​s​ales representatives 
are pleased to help you 
compose the most effec-
tive ad at a minimum cost. 
Here are two key points to 
remember about your ads:
  1​. ​If it’s an item you’re 
selling, remember to in-
clude as much information 
as possible The more po-
tential buyers know about 
the item you have for sale​,​ 
the more interest they have 
in calling you.
  2​.​ Our reputation for Clas-
sified Advertising results 

is excellent. But not every 
potential buyer will read 
your ad on the same day. 
The majority of our private 
party advertisers take ad-
vantage of our discount 
rates. This simply means 
that you order your ad for ​
two​ consecutive issues, 
but should you get the re-
sults you desire before the 
ad has expired, you may 
call and cancel the ad and 
be refunded for the days 
the ad did not appear. Ex-
cept for GR ​– no refunds or 
changes accepted.

GENERAL POLICY
 1. Rates and deadlines 
subject to change without 
notice.
 2. The Shafter Press and 
Wasco Tribune make ev-
ery effort to avoid errors 
in advertisements. Each 
ad is carefully read back 
for approval. However, 
mistakes sometimes slip 
through. We ask that you 
check your ad carefully. If 
you should find an error, 
report it to the Classified 
Department right away 
by calling  661-292-5100 
and asking for Classified. 
We regret that we cannot 
be responsible for more 
than one incorrect publi-
cation if you do not call the 
error to our attention. The 
Shafter Press and Wasco 
Tribune cannot be liable 
for an amount greater 
than the amount paid for 
such advertising.

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS..

LOST SMALL DOG
$100 

REWARD
 for her Return
No questions 

asked
eagletortoise@

gmail.com
(661) 932-4513

 13                         LOST & FOUND

Have a  prosperous, joyous 
and healthy New Year

The lobby will be open for your convenience
Monday – Thursday • 9 am-1 pm

After 1 pm, please email:  dgivens@theshafterpress.com
 or Call/text 661-549-4933

The Shafter Press and Wasco Tribune 
office will be closed  Friday, January 1st 

for  New Year’s Day

OBITUARY
Lydia Gutierrez Lopez

Lydia Gutierrez Lopez 
was born on July 13, 1949, 
as Lydia Gutierrez in Ran-
cho San Francisco, Tam-
aulipas, Mexico to parents 
Fernando and Fedora Guti-
errez. 

Lydia was born the third 
of 10 children. As a young 
child, she traveled to Cali-
fornia with her parents. She 
found herself in Shafter, 
where she met her husband 
Ricardo at the age of 16. 
Ricardo and Lydia wed on 
May 13, 1966. The happy 
couple had four children to-
gether; Teodula, Israel, Mar-
garita, and Lydia Lopez Jr. 

Ricardo and Lydia 
opened their own agricul-
tural business in 1992 and 

they retired in 2013. Lydia 
loved to garden and took 
pride in her plants. Garden-
ing was a love that both she 
and Ricardo shared as they 
spent their lives farming. 
Ricardo and Lydia were 
married for 51 years. Lydia 
loved her family and worked 

hard to care for them. Lydia 
and Ricardo raised their 
family in Shafter, where 
all of their kids still reside 
as well as most of their 14 
grandchildren and 18 great-
grandchildren. 

Lydia was a brilliant 
woman who made sure to 
pass down her knowledge 
of cooking, gardening, sew-
ing, knitting, baking, and 
many other things to all 
of those whom she loved. 
Lydia’s passing was sud-
den, and she will be greatly 
missed. 

She is survived by all of 
her children, 14 grandchil-
dren, and 18 great-grand-
children. Lydia’s memory 
and love will live on in our 
thoughts and our hearts 

forever. She is survived by 
her children Teodula, Israel, 
Margarita and Lydia Lopez 
Jr. Her siblings, Eva , Adan, 

Ofelia, Oralia, Paulita, Fer-
nando, Rogelio and Maria. 
She is preceded in death by 
her parents Fernando and 

Fedora Gutierrez, her be-
loved husband Ricardo P. 
Lopez and her brother Juan 
Manuel Gutierrez.

Teofilo Farias Jr.,  59, of Shafter, passed 
away Dec. 21 in Bakersfield. Basham & 
Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Frank Garza Saldivar, 71, of Wasco, 
passed away Dec. 21 in Wasco. Basham & 
Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Alicia Pinon Lopez,  55, of Wasco, 
passed away Dec. 23 in Wasco. Basham & 
Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Isidro Medrano Munoz,  48, of Wasco, 
passed away Dec. 22 in Bakersfield. Bash-
am & Lara Funeral Care, Shafter.

Debra J Titsworth,  55, of Bakersfield, 
passed away Dec. 22 in Bakersfield. Peters 

Funeral Home, Shafter.
Mary De Luna,  79, of Shafter, passed 

away Dec. 22 in Bakersfield. Peters Funeral 
Home, Shafter.

Jose Luis Aldape,  62, of Shafter, 
passed away Dec. 23.Peters Funeral Home, 
Shafter.

Ermila Ochoa Ceja,  71, of Richgrove, 
passed away Dec. 26. Peters Funeral Home, 
Wasco.

Thurman J. Keeter, 57, of Wasco, 
passed away Dec. 23. Peters Funeral Home, 
Shafter.

DEATH NOTICES
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The line to vote was long and steady Tuesday at 
the Shafter Veterans Hall on Election Day.

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressIn an election with the majority of 
the races too close to call after elec-
tion night, TJ Cox took center stage 
as he is trouncing David Valadao in 
Valadao’s comeback bid for the 21st 
Congressional Districts seat.Cox had dethroned Valadao for 

the seat two years ago in what was 
considered an upset win for the Dem-
ocrats. 

Valadao announced that he would 
run to regain the seat in the 2020 elec-
tion. Both candidates fl ooded the air-
waves with negative ads against the 

other, questioning the other’s honesty 
and integrity. As of press time, the 
district has spoken in favor of Cox, 

as he is leading Valadao with 61% of 
the vote, compared to Valadao’s 38%.In the race for the 23rd District 

seat, incumbent Kevin McCarthy ap-
pears to be winning with a 17% lead 

Cox wins big, no comeback by Valadao

See ELECTION Page 3

SHAFTER

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressResidents gathered recently to 
give their input on a new proposed 

park that 
will be 

in northern Shafter. The proposed site is by Fresno 
Avenue and Highway 43, with the 
proposed park near the west end of 
Klassen Avenue.An application has been submit-

ted for a Proposition 68 grant to 

fund the park. The city has planned 
a series of workshops to allow the 
citizens of Shafter help design this 
new park, with several surveys 
given to residents asking them what 
they would like to see included.There is also a new road project 

on Highway 43 to improve safety, 
especially the children who take 
the bus to and from school. There is 
also a planned study to see if a spot-
light is needed near the intersection 

Park proposed in northern Shafter
SHAFTER

More than 30 people gave their input on the proposed park in northern Shafter by Fresno Avenue.

The next meeting to discuss the proposed plan for the park will be a virtual one on Nov. 11.

A park plan was on display for the community to view.

JAMIE STEWARTThe Shafter PressThe ransomware attack on the City of Shafter’s IT sys-

tem is still being investigated to see what effects the attack 

has had on the sys-tem. 
Over the week-end of Oct. 19, it became apparent that the city’s IT system had been compromised. The IT system had been locked and frozen and the extent of the damage not known.

Although offi -cials do not believe that any personal information had been obtained, city offi cials are working 

with federal law enforcement agencies to determine the 

If it is determined that personal information was leaked, the city will notify any people whose information was involved.

Ransomware attack damage unknown
SHAFTER

See RANSOMWARE Page 8

TONI DEROSAThe Wasco Tribune
The county could lose its red tier status due to a change 

in metrics by the governor.

“The governor has cre-ated a new metric – positiv-

ity rate — and Wasco is currently at 7.5%,” Assistant to the 

City Manager Mariana Sobolewski said.
Sobolewski explained to the City Council that the state 

was using 2010 census data and the area with the most 

positivity in Wasco is where the old farm labor camp was 

located.
“Kern County cannot go above 8%,” she said. “If we go 

above 8%, we will end up dropping down to the purple tier 

again.” She also mentioned cities like Arvin, Lamont and 

Shafter were facing the same issue.Free COVID-19 tests will be held in Wasco at the Poso 

Place Senior Apartments at 830 Almond Court on Nov. 5 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. The tests are for anyone who walks in. 

Council member Gilberto Reyna asked if someone test-

ed negative earlier this year, should they repeat the test.

Sobolewski said that because this is a county effort, not 

just a Wasco effort, everyone should get tested so the nega-

tive percentage increases. She said that more people need 

to get tested and that’s why the COVID-19 Task Force is 

fi ndingplaces where more testing can be done.
The council members questioned why the information 

was given to the city at such a late date before any publicity 

could be done. “The COVID-19 Task Force put this together,” she said. 

“They spent time searching for a location and this was the 

Kern County could lose red tier status

WASCO

See KERN Page 5

See PARK Page 8

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Families experienced 

a different kind of Hal-

loween event as the Was-

co Library parking lot 

was turned into a social 

distanced Trunk or Treat 

event.
Cars filed through 

one at a time as kids ac-

cepted craft bags and 

candy from waiting vol-

unteers.
Hosted by the city, 

the library and Assem-

blyman Rudy Salas, 

groups gathered at deco-

rated trucks to delight 

the children.

Library staff mem-

bers Tina Garcia, Shellie 

Ornelaz, Laura Medina and Ethen Picman were busy hand-

ing out craft bags and candy. The library included a hang-

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

Growing up in the 1950s, segre-

gation was a part of everyday life for 

John Miller.

 “I attended segregated schools be-

ginning with Dunbar School in Vado, 

New Mexico,” Miller, who currently 

resides in Bakersfield, said. “I then 

went to Booker T. Washington School 

in Las Cruces and finally to George 

Washington Carver School in Eloy, 

Arizona. When we finally moved to 

Wasco, I went to Thomas Jefferson 

Middle School and then Wasco High.”

He only went to school with Black 

students and had Black teachers up 

until he moved to Arizona. When he 

lived there, at the time integrating the 

schools was a major topic of conversa-

tion in the United States, but only three 

families in his school were willing to 

integrate. The principal of his school 

along with three teachers protested to 

the Arizona state legislature that they 

did not want to integrate their schools.

He had a very different life than 

many children because he worked one 

or more jobs from the time he was 5 

years old. “I worked in the fields be-

fore and after school and in the sum-

mers,” he said.

“I am the fourth of 10 children,” 

Miller said. “When I was in school, 

I wanted to play sports, but some-

one accidentally put my older sister’s 

birthday on my registration. It took a 

while but I finally got it fixed and was 

able to play sports.”

Miller went on to graduate from 
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This is part of an 

ongoing series featuring 

Wasco High graduates.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

As the pandemic surges, Dignity 

Health is stressing the need for resi-

dents to get their flu shots.

“With the coronavirus out there, 

it is important to get protected from 

influenza,” said Nora Garza, health 

screening specialist for Dignity 

Health. “The governor is calling it 

a “twindemic.” We know that co-

vid-19 can kill you, and influenza 

can kill you, so the two together 

would be a very deadly combina-

tion.”
Last Saturday, cars lined the 

street to the Shafter Aquatic Center 

as the two-hour clinic gave out flu 

Drive-thru flu shots

Wasco grad battled through 

segregation in his childhood

Coretha Ward Miller and John Miller in 2019.

Alex Holzuin receives a flu shot while in his family’s car.

See MILLER Page 6

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

Jewelry, soaps, crafts, homemade 

bread and more from 30 vendors were 

stockpiled high on tables last Saturday 

for the bazaar at the Gathering Church.

Over 300 shoppers gathered at 

the church on Highway 43 to peruse 

the wares, beginning to check off 

their holiday wish lists. 

Shafter business owner Elizabeth 

Schull faced the challenge of the pan-

demic head on. Named after her daugh-

ter, Simply Serenity Boutique sells 

high-end clothing for children, brand-

name clothes that are either gently used 

or brand-new, sold at discount prices. 

Schull said that she was having 

a hard time shopping for her family 

with the pandemic, and thought that 

a lot of families were probably fac-

ing the same challenges. She decided 

to take their clothing and other items 

that she could get and sell them to 

others for a reasonable price, helping 

her family, as well as helping others 

who are looking for clothes for their 

kids at reasonable prices. 

“I was looking for an outlet to 

make some money during this pan-

demic and decided on this, to also 

help out other families who might 

be looking for clothes for their chil-

dren at fair prices,” said Schull.

Haley Plaza is another Shafter 

woman with a thriving business, 

Bazaar highlights businesses

See CLINIC Page 4

Shafter Healthy Start was selling snow cones at the bazaar.

See SHOPPERS Page 6

SHAFTER

SHAFTER

Spooky 
and safe
Trunk or Treat event 

provides some fun 

during the pandemic

See TRUNK Page 7

Lillian Rayne Rios, 9, dressed 

up as a gypsy for the trunk or 

treat event.

TONI DEROSA
The Wasco Tribune

The news is currently grim for Kern County due to the 
increase in covid-19 cases.

The state is threatening to move Kern County back to 
the purple tier; however, the 
county has been given an-
other week to change its numbers. If it can’t, then it will be 
back to the most-restrictive tier. The tiers go by yellow as 
the least restrictive, then orange, red and purple.

On Tuesday, Nov. 10, Kern County Public Health Direc-
tor Matt Constantine said that the county has an adjusted 
case rate of 8.9 per 100,000, which is a large jump from 
the previous rate of 
6.4 announced last 
week.

In order for the 
county to remain in 
the red tier, the case 
rate must be 7.0 or 
lower.

C o n s t a n t i n e 
said that the jump 
was not surpris-
ing due to the fact 
that the numbers of 
cases are currently 
rising across the 
state, nation and 
the world.

“Schools in Kern County that opened would be allowed 
to remain open,” Constantine said.

He also said schools that have remained closed would 
be required to wait until the county goes back into the red 
tier to open up.

Dropping back to the purple tier would mean hair salons, 
nail salons, restaurants and stores would again be limited to 

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

It’s a close race for City Council, 
as incumbent Mayor Gilbert Alvara-
do surged ahead as of press time.

Newcomer Pete Espinoza has 
joined current council member Chad 
Givens as the three top candidates in 
the Nov. 3 election. Espinoza led all 
candidates with just over 20% of the 
vote. Alvarado is in second place 

with 17.6% of the vote. Givens is 
currently in third, grabbing the third 
open seat so far. 

On election night, newcomer 
Kris Lawrence held a slim lead 
over current Alvarado, with 42 
votes separating the two candi-
dates. But, Lawrence saw his lead 
fall in the following two days, with 

Alvarado overtaking Lawrence and 
Givens.

The three winners in the No-
vember election will join members 
Cathy Prout and Cesar Lopez, who 
have terms that do not expire until 
December 2022. It is reported that 
there are still almost 100,000 votes 
still to be counted in Kern County, 
with no way of knowing how many 
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The state is giving 
Kern County one week 
to improve its infection 

rate. Otherwise, the 
county will be placed 

back into the most 
restrictive tier.

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

In the hotly contested race for the 21st 
Congressional seat, David Valadao holds 
a slim lead over incumbent TJ Cox, with a 
lead of about 4,500 votes. 

It was a much different race on elec-
tion night, when Kern County’s votes put 
Cox ahead by several percentage points. 
But, with the district encompassing Kern, 
Tulare and Kings counties, the support 
for Valadao in Kings and Tulare counties 
overwhelmed the 60% of Kern County 
voters who voted for Cox.

Valadao leads Cox as of press time by a 
51 to 48% margin. This is after a race that 

saw each candidate question the other’s 
honesty and integrity in a series of nega-
tive ads.

Rudy Salas retained his seat in the 
32nd Assembly District, beating chal-
lenger Todd Cotta with 57% of the vote. 
Cotta did well in Kings County, but Salas’ 
support in Tulare and Kern County made 
up for those numbers. Salas collected over 
70% of the vote in Kern County.

In the only contested race in the Rich-
land School District Board, Board Presi-
dent Deanna Rodriguez-Root beat Julian 

The count continues
Some races too early to 
call as counties tally results

 In last week’s The Shafter Press/Wasco Tribune, the race for the 21st Congressional 
seat was incorrectly reported. After election night, incumbent TJ Cox was in the 

lead, led by Kern County results. However, that changed as more Fresno and Tulare 
County ballots were counted after the print deadline, and David Valadao took a slim 

lead.  See The ShafterPress.com and WascoTrib.com for updated tallies.
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See WASCO Page 4

Changes coming to City 
Council after election

JAMIE STEWART
The Shafter Press

For families in need, the holidays can 
be a tough time and that struggle has been 
worsened by the pandemic.

To help local families, the Shafter Rec-
reation Department is hosting a Thankful 
Thanksgiving Family Dinner Giveaway on 
Nov. 19.

The city is partnering with a number of 
local organizations including the Shafter 

Mennonite Brethren Church, Shafter Ki-
wanis Club, Shafter Rotary Club, Shafter 
Lions Club, Apple Market, Champs, Mi-
ramar International, Shafter Woman’s Club 
and the Shafter Commanders.

On Nov.19, in the parking lot behind the 
Shafter Recreation office, the different or-
ganizations will be set up at stations to hand 
out ingredients for a Thanksgiving dinner. 

There will be frozen turkeys, bags of pota-
toes, pies, cornbread mix and more.

By the time the family leaves the park-
ing lot, they will have the majority of in-
gredients needed to make up their own 
Thanksgiving dinner.

The event is for the first 100 Shafter 
families who sign up. 

Sign-ups are limited to one per house-
hold, with one representative from each 
family there to pick up the ingredients.

Families can sign up at the Shafter Rec-
reation Office, 700 East Tulare Ave., from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Thursday 
and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday. They can 
also sign up on the internet on RecDesk or 
by calling the office at 661-746-3303.

Hannah Ramirez is the program coordi-
nator and can be reached at the recreation 
department office for more information for 
participants and for those organizations still 
wishing to help out in the event.

Thanksgiving meal giveaway announced for families

Kern may go
to Purple Tier

See KERN Page 5

See CITY Page 8

Chad Givens, left, with his family, retained his seat on the City Council with 18.6% of the vote at presstime.

HAPPY NEW YEAR 
with hope for a better tomorrow 

from the staff of The Shafter Press 
and Wasco Tribune

Jamie Stewart	 Toni DeRosa
Erica Soriano	 Mickey Enriquez
Diane Givens	 Mike Schroeder

Stan Wilson


